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HEART’'S CONTENT.

OHAFPTER L
THH FIRST FIVE ASTONISHED.

¥ They grew together, slde by slde”
DON'T know what T shafl do with this
buby,” said Mr. Lawrence, ¥ I have so0 many
little ones, alroady.”

Trudge was on his lewee, with ber sinall hands
locked acroes her little fat lap, and & placid,
faraway look in her eyes.

Dwn gab at the window, with a heavy scowl
upon his forehcad —not of discontemt, buot of
déep reflection ; Namny hung upon the back of
her father's chuir; and Jane, in her low seat,

7



B Heart's Content,

was rocking her cat to sleep; while Mars
worked assiduowsly at a willow whisile wilth lis
jack-knife — first  beating the bark with the
handle, and then trying to blow & note upon
ik, until, with the gombined efforts, the weina
glood out in purple cords upon his forehead.

Tt was o June Salurdey.  The windows were
open, and the lone hedre of Senteh roses wos
pink with bloom. Tless hummed with a drowsy
sound, sud swest smells fillad the air.

Tlis wis the birihday of o Little sister; and
the announecment haul just been made to ihe
children after breakfict. It had been weloomed
with varied degraes of coriosity, aurprize and
delight ; pod cach one had had the space of
badf an hour in which to Come to & couclusion
az to wheiher ihe news was pleasant or other-
wisa.

" Then Mr. Lawrence pard, as if to test the
generil spirit:

] don't kmow what | shell do with this
baby, T have so many little ones, already.”

“Heep itl" mrid Trudge, with the gravest
nonchalance.

Don's frown relaxed, aml the rest laughed ot



