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CHAPTER X1
BOURNEMOUTH—1884-87

** Thiz is the study where a smiling God
Beholds each day my stage of labour trod,
And smiles and praises, and | bear him say:
*The day is briefl ; be diligent in play.’*
R. L S
HE next three years Stevenson was tospend in Eng-
land—the only time he was ever resident in this
country—and then Europe was to see him nomore. At
first sight the chronicle of this time would seem to be
more full of interest than any other period of his life.
Treasure [sland, his * first book," had just been given
to the world; the year after his return A4 Child's Gar-
den of Verses and Prince Offo were published, and
Jekyil and Hyde and Kidrapped appeared in the follow-
ing year. To have written almost any one of these
brilliant yet widely dissimilar books would be to chal-
lenge the attention of the most distinguished contem-
porary men of letters; and to meet Stevenson at this
time was instantly to acknowledge the quality and
charm of the man and the strong fascination of his talk.
For the whole of the pericd he made his home at
Bournemouth, within easy reach of London visitors;
and in London itself Mr, Colvin {who had now become
Keeper of Prints at the British Museum) not only had a
house always open to him, but delighted to bring
together those who by their own powers were best
fitted to appreciate his society.
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