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THE

LETTERS OF JUNIUS.

LETTER XXXVIIL

T THE

PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ATWERTISER.

51k, April 3, 1770

In my last letter 1 offcved vou my opinioy
of the truth and propriety of bis Majesty's answer to
the City of London, considering it merely as the
speech of & Minister, drawn op for his own defence,
and deliverad, as usoal, by the Chief Magistrate, 1
would separate, as much as possible, the King's per-
gopal character and beharioor from the acts of the
present government. 1 wish it to be anderstood that
his Majesty had, in eflcet, no imore concarmn in the
sibstance of what he said, than Sir James Hodges
had o Lhe remonstrance ; and Lthat as Sir Jamos, in
virtue of his office, was obliged to speak the sesti.
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3 JUNIUS.

ments of the people, his Majesty might think himself
bound, by the same official obligation, to pive &
gracefol vtteranee to the sentiments of his B iniater.
The cold formality of a well-repeated lesson is widely
distant from the animaled expression of the heart,

This distinetion, however, iz only troe with re-
apeect to the measure itself. The comsequences of it
ragch beyond the Minister, and materially affect
hiz Majeaty's howour.  In eir own natare, they are
formidalile enouzh to alarm & man of prodence, aml
disgraceful enougl to afflick & man of spirit. A sub-
ject, whose sincere attachment to his Majesly™s peraod
and family is founded upon rational principles, will
not, io the present confonciure, be scrupuloos of
glarming, or cven of aficling, his Sovereign. T kagw
ther: 1= ancther sort of loyalty, of which hiz Majesty
has had plepty of experience. When the luyaliy of
Tories, Javobites, aod Seotchmen, bas opee taken
possession of an unhappy Prince, 1t scldom leaves
him without accomplizhing his destruction. When Lhe
poisen of their doctrines has tainled the natoral bene.
volepes of his disposition, when their insidions evon-
sels have corrupted the sfomma of s povernment,
what sntidobe can restore him to his political bealth
andl honour, bot the firm sincerity of hiz English
eubjects

It hus oot been nsual, in this country, at least since
-the days of Charles the First, to see the Sovercign
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personally at varfance, or engaged in o direct alter-
cation with hiz sulyjocks, Acts of Zrace and indal-
Eencearg wisely appropriated to lim, aod should con-
stantly be performed by himaclf,  Tle never should
appear bot in aa amiable light to his suljects.  Erem
in Framcee, ax lang as any ideas of a limited mwmarehy
were Ehought worth presecving, ib wos & maxim (hat
no man should leave the rayal presence discontented,
They have lost or renonnced the mnderate principles
of their government; asod now, when their parlia-
ments venturs to remponstrate, the Lyrant comes for-
word, aml answers absolotely for bimsclf, The spirit
of their present constitution reguires that the King
ahould be feared ; and the prinmple, 1 believe, is to=
lerably snpporicd by the faet,  Buf, in oor politiea’
syatem, the theory is 2t variance with the proctics;
fov the King should be belowel,  Mensurcs of greater
severty may, mdecd, in some cironmatances, he nes
cegsary @ but the Minister who adviscs, shonld take
the execution and odivm of them entively upon him-
self.  He not ouly betrays his inaster, Hat viclates
the spirit of the English constitution, when be exposes
the chisf nugintrale o ihe ]:u‘:rxuual batred or von-
tempt of his subjerts. When we spesk of the firme
ness of government, we mean an paiforo sysiem of
meagures, deliberately adopled, und resslutely main-
tnined, by the Servanis of the Crown ; Dot o peevish
-asperity in the language and bebaviour of the Sove.
reign. The govemnment of o weak and ircesolute
monarch, may be wise, moderate, and finn; that of
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an obatinate, capricious prince, on the contrary, may
be feeble, aondetermmaed, and relaxed. The repota-
tion of public measures depends wpon the Minister,
whao i responsible ; not vpan the King, whose private
apinions are ot supposed Lo have any weighl against
the advics of his council, and whose personal mutho-
rity should, therefore, never be interposed in puoblic
alfairs. This, 1| beliove, is true, constitutioez] does
trine, But for a moment Vet us suppose it false, Lot
it be taken for granted, that an occasion may arise,
in which a King of England shall be compelled to
toke upon himsell the ungrateful oflice of rejeclng
the petitions, and consuring the conduct, of his sab-
joectes mmd let the Cily remonstrance ba snpposed to
have created so extraordinary an pecpsione On i
principle, which [ presume no friend of Administra=
tion will dispute, let fhe wislom aed speil of 1he
Ministry e examined. They advise the King to
bazard his dignity, by a positive declaration of his
own sentiments : they suggest to him & language fall
of severity wnd reproach. What follows 2 When his
Majesty had takem so decizive a part in support of
his Ministry and Parliament, be had & right to cxpect.
froom theem & reciproval demonsieation of Grmmness in
fhedr ewn anss, and of their zeal for his konour. Il
had reasen to expeet {and sueh, 1 doubi sot, were the
blusiering prosuses of Losd North) that the persons
whom he had been advised to chargo with having
failed i their respect to him, with baving injured
Parliament, and violated the principles of the consti-



