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INTRODITCTION.

ACCORDLING Lo the rewistor of baptisms of the Parish
of Kellee, Elizabells Boreetd Manlton Barratt was bon
at Unxhoo Hall in the Coanty of Durhiam, ou the Gib
of Marclh 1806, M. Browning's azseriion of #his date
has given nise Lo unseemly bickering, rash connter-
statement, and disingenuous reteuctation on the part of
self-constituted suihorilies; but with the discovery of
the entry in the vegister, found throngh iufersation
given by a brother of the poetess, the controveray, if
snch it can be ealled], comics to an end.

The dedieation of the following puew iz dated
181970 the only clue givew ax o the thue in that
year at which the dedication was wreitren 18 the date
C1S207 on the titte-pare,  Tr iz nataral to sappose
that the young autheress had compdeted her work not
much before the clese of the vewr 15185 Dot this s
more or less a anatter of conjecture ; aml it s even
possible, thoagh not altegether probable, that the poem
liad been findshed a year or two before it was dedieated
and put ko press. The peint is of seie conseguence,

bevanso the iotevest of  The It of Mepaffion s
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extrinsic rather than intritgie,  IT written after the
Gth of Mareh 1819, the authoress had completed her
thirteenth vear when she wrote it: even a0, it 15 a most
remarkable production ; bat, if there were any ground
for the reckless assertions which have been made that
it was completed before she was eleven years old, the
biographical interest of the work would be far greater
still,  Therc is no gromnd for such assertions, Even
though the posless may lerseld have been under
vagnely erroneons Lonpression as to the age at which
she wrote il, her statement made in writing to the late
Richard Henry Horne in 1543 cannot e interpreted as
meaning that she was between Lea and eleven. This s
wlhat shie wrods ;

“The Grecks were my demi-gods, and havoted me
out of Pope's Homer until T dreamt oftener of Aga-
memnton than of Moses the black poney.  And thusiny
Cgreat epic” of eleven or twelve years nld, m fonr books
aud called the * Battle of Marathon, and of which fifty
copics wor printod bocanse Papa was bent npen spoil-
g ne: iz oA Pope’s Homer done over agsin . . oor
ratlier wudone 3 for althourh o curtous production for a
child, it gives evidence enly of an imitative faculty and
an ear, and a good deal of readding inoa pecullar divec-
tion.  The love of Pope's Momer threw e inle Pope
o one side, wwl into Greek on the ether and into Latin
as & hielp to Greelk—and the influenee of all these tend-
eucies 13 manifest so long afterwards 0 in wy essay on

il —a didaetie povan written when T was seventeen
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or etghteen, and  long repented of as worthy of all
repentanee,”

This extract is taken, not from the printed ook ' i
whieh an edited version of b appears, but from the
origina] autograph leteer with the writer’s portrait of
Lier dog Flush done will pen and ok on the first of s
twenty pages. Now the point of this autbocitativ
stabeent 15 that the wriler wges ololinite aml et
definite terws to denole Lhe wege at whicle she wrote
The Duttle of Movation and dn Esioy on Wiied,  The
title-poge of the laler ook s dated 1826, Evenin
January 1826 Mise Bavrett was nearly twonty; if there-
tore her impression was correet, and the Esay was
written when she was seventeen ov eightoen, it must
have remained & year or two in manvseripe, Similarly,
if = eleven or twelve " rightly desoribes the approzitat:
age of the anthoress of The feltle of Marathon, 1t also
st have remained o year or fwn in Tannzoapt,

Tiis coineidenee sngeests the probability that, o
1843 at all evente, Mise Darrett wae unider o wrong -
pression ws to the date of hee birth, OF e, Taorett’s
hent " toewards Y spoiling ™ iz elab] e s diffiealt o
think otherwise than tiat the publieation of e Pattle
o MWeerntlent was Uhe vesnlb of Tos fresh wonder at the

prodigions tntelligenee of Lis little wirh, aml the extes

P oLatters of Eligebeth Toerett Browniog addvessed to B3 Jued
Hengi=t Harge, Anthor of O, ™ Siemory VLT e ale
Madieh" &es Withe Uvazienzs on Cesitemnpories,  Bilied e 50 1.
Toownslend Maver.  [Pwoovoluaeas | dewmlee o Rickhnd ooy minl
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ordinary sustaine effinr of ehildish will which produced
uot only the poem bt the preface. Had he put the
whole thing away for o year ¢ twa, the wonder might
have been eelipsed by other wonders ; and av all events
diseretion might have got the better of paternal pride.
Moreover, when Miss Burrets wrote o Horoe in 1843,
shie was sHll nnder her father’s roof, and wonld be likely
to have referrod to the titie-pages of the beoks for dates,
a% 0 the poems themselves tor eriteal estimale, since
ghe was giving o somewlat clreumstantial aceounl of
her doings iu fiterature, to enable Horne to poca eriti-
ciany ol her works tn A News Spieid of e Ape. Ou the
whole 1 incline to think that for " eleven or twelve ” we
shonld read *ilivteen and that for “scventeen ov
cightesn " we shonll read © nineteen,” and that cirenm-
slunees, porhaps connected with the extrome yonth of
her father when she wis born, Lad mosled the poctess
as to hoer aue,

Whatever toay diave been the date at swhich Pie
Dulile of Maaeshen woz actaally compoge, itz cmission
tegm the eollected works of Elzabeth Barreit Browning
s mnteiligible enpugh ; but, if there was no mdiserelion
apy the part of ber father in prntiog ity copies of the
eompesitlon 1520, when it eould only be of interest
to the elild's Gunily and inmedints etrele, sill less can
there be any indiseretion in privting a like namber of
copies in 1501, to supply the peeds of o tew students,
now that o worlilswile fame  hasz conforved an ndiveet

interest on the childish = cpie” Ny exeesave tanty s
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not the sole venson for this lmited revival,  Although
cannot wficet to think thar any but sondents will wish
to remd the book, st1ll T du find in 10 more of prousise
than the gifted poet herself foand, Tt ds non purely o
precocions effort of the intellect aml will - thiwis e
toueles of that better enthusinsme which = the main
factor in poetic impulse propedy seealled ;and the
little girl must have Qushed aud tinglod 1o her linger-
tips when she weote thut stilted geommt of the sweritice
to Minetva, sl of the answoving apparition of the
soddess, al page 51, For, stilted ool foitadive as ito1s,
the little poet Dol felt the epitheots theangh and
through her delieate frmme, o8 she st again hove
dune when she wrole the couplel ar page 58—
The tind peopiticas heaml, ol from the ki
Prezeends Whe dioliless of the wende oy s

As rogands the ravity of Lhis lerary and  Liblio-
graphionl enriosily, 1t 12 seurcely oo wuels o say that
not one of those who have set up as authorities con-
cerning Mrs. Browning appoers fo have really seen the
bueok,  Slwortly beture Mr. Rebort Deowning's death a
copy of this work of lng wife's chililluea] canne e the
hawds of a bookseller, When My, Wise appealed to My,
Browning ns to the senuineness of e ook, the puoet
expresaod a doubt whether it viaght nov be afabvieation,
adding, * T never have seen oocopy.” Up ta the present
e it hins vemained searcer by far thoo Mr, Browning's
own first boak, JrJr-".'-'."'i':'?.r', of which I."i{_-;ld |_'|_'|[|]|1~; are known

tn be extant without counting the lost or mislid copn
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annotated by John Stuart Mall, and fermerly i the
possession of Johin Forster, or the copy recorded in Dr,
Furnivall's Browning Bibliography as laving contained
a note in the autograph of the aothor.  Fhe Boftle of
Mevation iz searcer than the little pamphlet Two Poenn s
oy Elizebelle Barvett wad fotert Beowning was a few
yvearz ago, before a lucky bookseller came suddenly
npon a stall parcel of copies in an anction room. Tt is
probably even rarer than the separate dssue of The
funmeny Sove of Pilgiin's Point,) which was  also
mnknown ta Mr, DBrowning unril o year or two before
e died—a circumstance, however, which he  readily

explained.

1 This moble pocur was, wrote Mr, Browning, % ven by s suthor
o the Boston © Libesty Bell”™  The sepurite fasne bears the fmprint
of Moxon and tha date 1548 |t opens with an *° Advertizement ™
subweribel ©f Flovewee, L3487 5= The Lollowing verses were Lhe eon-
tribmtion of the Authoreas to & valume entitled “The Liberty Hall, by
Friendis of Freedow,” pooted o Aoaeines st vear for sale at the
Boston Natfolinl Anti-Blevery Varaze. It da far the nae of a2 fow
Frigmds of freedom " andd of the writer v thias sole of 1he Atlapbze that
the versos are now reprivtel,” OF 11is beochora Meo Browning weote—
 As ALe poon was fivaz princec in Ameries, no copyright could De
vlafmed Toeitin England., T is poesille some ol the *feiends of Free-
dem " imay Tove waid o certaln * freadeon i seprinting the poswm, for
(e salie of the gond ssnea” e addec—' Tdavesay the fiel lins been
that, an the publicativn of the pova i Ameriea, the Aweriean frisnds
i Lowwdon) who hed Swen fnatemmental tnopbbuiuing i, woote te the
Anthoress [in Floeenea) for Jeave to seputish it in Englaml ; and that
slie of course mave Dy consmt—probably wrote (he Btle advertise-
mient, Ve rerpectnbilisy of e Poblisher and Idoter is & gnasotes
that nothing sivepticions bae been doge, Yoo teay observe thatno
price i aflized, nwl ne wlvertisereents are to be found on the cover ;
tha puemphlet wos clearty o privata izsoc Dor ' Ddends” 1 however
Liawe awo memosy af stel 2 chicwsmsiznee b the appeanenee of the
||.|1:|_'E-:|_|--| cotvitees ne, ol withstending chot things were as 1 sev."”
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U0 Lhie thipes -'ll[:it'-i ul Tl Heittde rl',n" et feven wlinels
have becn onearthed, one Jx o the eollection ol Me
Locker- Lampson, oue i thit of Mre, B B Muegeorse of
Glasgow, and one, the latest which los come to the
surfice, in the haads of Mr Thomas J, Wiese, Lo s
from the last-named copy thae tle present poge-for-
page veprint has boen nsade ) aml e was al Mr. Wise's
request that I ondeteok to write these fow puges ol
introduction.  Any editiog of the text would have
been wnsplaced: che reproduction is ns  literw  as
printers can be wor ta make it; bt for fhose wlo
way be comeerned as to the wmacearacy of the text, a
list of epverfe 18 appended, such ns o careful prinoer's
resuler miglt have supplied, or, si]]l better, rendered
unneeessary, 1f suy  serious tention  to bave the

original book properly printed bl prevailed.

H. Brxrox Fansax,



