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iv  'The Preface.
And therefore st i ggreméle to Rea-

~ fom that the primitive Engurrses snto
#he Nature of Difeafes, and the means
of thesr Cure fhould be wvery crude
and imperfett : Bur th’ for this Canfe
be that fecks for Light in that dark
Age of Phyfick, where be will meet
but a few broken Rays and Glim-
merings vo guide bis Steps thro' the
sntricate Receffes of Medicinal Know-
ledge, will find bis Expeflations
greatly difappomted, yer many St~
dents employ their Time in ranfack-
tng with affidnons Application thefe
Writings of the eldefi Phyficians, as
Jo many plensiful Hoards and Repo-
Siories of neceflary Learning ; and
the they acqusre by # no Improve-
ment of thewr Underflandings in the
Art of bealing Difiempers, yet fome
of them may perbaps imagine they
Shall procure gepmmiag, and be e-
fieemed learned Men, and perbaps
may think their Labour fufficiently
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paid by the Astainment of that Cha-
raller, For feeing Learning, by the.
unrverfal Confent of Mankind, 15 al-
lowed to be a worthy and fuperionr
Accomplzfbment, not only. as it dig-
nifies and adorns the Mind above all
valgar Knowledge of buman Affairs,
but as great Application and uncoms-
mon intelleliual Capacsty are required
to procure #, 15 1t a Wonder thar fo
many Perfons, ambstions of Prebemi-
nence and Diftintlion, emer thew
Claim 20 [o reputable an Endow-
ment? fo

Nor is it improbable that many of
a low Gentus and moderate Faculiies
apply themfelves with great Diligence
to the reading of Authors thar flou-
rifbed in ancient Tymes, that they
may gain this Credst of being grear
Scholars, while they are confiious of
thesr Inability to rasfe a Name by fu~
persor and more ufeful Swudses, and
zherefore dignsfy this nfersor fors of
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vi  The Preface.
Knowledge with the Title of Learn-
e,
= t is a juf} Remark, that fome
Perfons antecedently to Fudgment and
Choice are difpofed, by a firong Biafs
and an inbred Inclination, to admsre
andreverence all Books of an old Date,
sn Comparifon of whsch all modern
Scsence and Works of Erudition are,
in their Opinion, idle and conzempti-
ble ; and while they lng converfe
with ancient Authors and fearch into
dufly and Worm-caten Volumes, thas
bave Intle elfe to recommend them
bur this, that they are masy bundred
Years old, 1hey become fRlful Amwts-
guaries in the old Monuments of the
Schools, the broken Fragments of ob-
Solete Writers, and the Ruins of
Learnmg, The Men that are far
gone in this Tafte, adove whatever
they find in our eldeff Forefathers,
the ever fo frustlefs and infipid, ex-
toll all Things that are covered wah
1 vene-
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vénerable Duf} and Cobwebs, and has
a §tale, rancid and mufty Relifh.
This Paffion for old Authors is taken
Notice of by Mr. Lock  bis Pofi-
Burmows Borks, and Llew:fe by Sienr
D’Abléncoure i1 the Preface to kis
Tranflavion of Lucian ; where ke
Says, I'krowr this Tranflazion will not

eafe alf ehe World, - chiefly thofe,
why ldofize all the Words and all the
Thoughts of the Ancients, and whodo
wot believe there ts amy one good Work
of which the Authvé &5 Sl abe.

- I bave lately read, 1n an obfiure
unfpoken of Book, a Letter feigmed ta
be written at the Command of a Man
of Qualsry n the: Country, by bis
Sreward to a Bookfeller sn London, -
which fets this fond Admiratson of old
and odd Authors, as-well as thofé
that ave fearce and bard 1o be gotten,
m a clear View; and st will not, [
smagne, -be impertment to relate the
Subfiance of 1 sn vhis Place. -
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