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PREFACI

It wourn be scarcely possible lor anyone wnting on
the pericd embraced in thiz velume, to perform his
task adequately without making hinsclf familiar with
Mr. Long's * History of the Decling of the Roman
Republic’ and Mommgen's * History of Reme” o
do over agmn {asz though ile work had never been
atterpted) what kas been done once for all accurately
and well, wonld be mere prudery of punctiliousness.
But while I acknowledpe my debt of gratitude 1o both
these eminent histonans, I must add that for the
whole period | have crefully examined the onginal
authorities, often coming o conclusicns widely differ-
ing from those of Mr. Loog.  And I venture to hope
that from the advantage | have had in Leing able to
compare the works of two smiiers, one of whom has
well-nigh exbansted the theones as the other has the
facts of the subject, I have succeeded in giving o more
consistent and fithfu] account of the leaders and
legislation of the revolutionary era than has hitherto
been written. Certainly there could be no more in-
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structive commentary on either history than the study
of the other, for each supplewments the other and
emphasizes its defects.  If Mommsen at times pushes
conjecture to the verge of invention, as in his account
of the junction of the Helvelll and Cimbri, Mr. Long,
m his dogged determination never to swerve from
facts to nference, falls into the opposite extreme, re-
sorting to somewhat Cyclopean arcitecturs in his
detestation of stucco.  Bul my admiration for his
history is but slightly qualified by such considerations,
and to any student who may be stimulated by the
volumes of this scries to acqguire what would virtually
amount to an acquaintance Orst-hand with the narra-
tives of ancient writers, I would zay * Read Mr. Long's
history,” To do so 15 to lesrn not only knowledge
but a lesson in historical study generally. For the
writings of a man with whom styie 1= not the first
object are as refreshing a5 his scorn for romancing
history s wholesome, and the pgrave irony with which

he records its slips amusing,
A. H. B.
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