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PREFACE.

Twms monograph was originally prepared as a dis-
sertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in
Harvard University. [t has since been revised, some
matter has been omitted, and some additions have been
made. For the errors of the work the author is respon-
sible; for such merit as 1t may possess he is largely
indebted to his friends.  Special acknowledgments are
due to Professor Edward Channing and 'rofessor Albert
Bushnell  Hart, under whose supervision the disser-
tation was prepared; to Mr. Hoyt A. Moore, who has
rendered wmost valuable assistance during (he progress
of the revision; to the Harvard University Library for
privileges liberally accorded ; to the New Lingland His-
toric Genealogical Society for permission to examine
the Knox BMSS.; and to Mr. A. H. Allen, chief clerk
of the Department of Rolls and Libravy in the Depart-
ment of State at Washington, for permission to make
use of the papers of the Board of War, Mention
should also be made of courtcous assistance reccived
from Mr. S. N. Hamilton of the Department of State.

LOUIS CLINTON HATCH.

CAMBRINGE, MASSACHUSETTS,
Muay, 1003,
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THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE AMER-
ICAN REVOLUTIONARY ARMY.

CHAPTER L
FORMATION OF THE ARMY.

WHEN the Second Continental Congress met, May 10, 1775,
the British army was shut up in Boston by hodies of imper-
fectly organized and ill-trained troops from the four New Eng-
land colonies. This mass of armed men which constituted
the besieging force scarcely deserved the name ol army, and
the units of which it was compoesed could hardly be called sol-
diers, The Americans, indeed, were brave, accustomed to long
and difficuit journeys, and familiar with the use of Arearms; but
they knew [ittle of military training or military subordination.
To be sure, nearly every able-bodicd man served in the militia g
but under a popular or a scmi-popular government, and with
little immediate danger of invasion, people arc ordinarily too
busy sowing and reaping, buying and selling, to give much atten-
tion to drills and reviews. These conditions had brought about
the usual results, and the musters had degenerated into little
more than farces.

In 1745 the Rhode Island legislature voted that the militia
should drill but twice a year! Of the Massachusetts musters,
Timothy Pickering, afterwards gquartermaster-general of the
Revolutionary army, wrote an amusing account. The men
assembled slowly, he says, and disputed with cach other for
places. While marching to the training field, some would break
ranks to engage in the chivalrous pastime of frightening young

1 fhade fedand Colonial Recorids, v, 150,
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