THE WOMEN
OF THE GAEL



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649105984

The women of the Gael by James F. Cassidy

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JAMES F. CASSIDY

THE WOMEN
OF THE GAEL

ﬁTrieste






THE WOMEN

OF

THE GAEL

By
JAMES F. CASSIDY, B. A.

1922

THE STRATFORD COMPANY
Publishers
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

= e e




Copyright, 1022
The ATRATFORT: JO., Publizhars
Baostor:, Mupsz,

The Alpine Pross, Boston, Maes,, T, 8. A



The author wishes to thank The Mae Millan
Publishing Company, Messrs. Funk and Wagnalls, Mr.
Padraic Colum snd Mr., Scumas Mae Manus for per-
mission to reprint certain pgems ineluded in thisg
Volume.






Contents

Chapter ' Page
Introduction . . 1
I In the Pagan Tales of Ln\re Bnd War 7
II The Bocial Dignity of Women . 15
[11 The (bjects of Men's Reverence 30
IV Feminine Morality in Pagan Days 43
V  When Saints Were Numerous o4
VI Women of Action from the Ninth to the
Seventeenth Century . . . . T4
VII Virtuous and Noble from the Dane to
Elizaboth ' : . 1
VIII Devotion to Letters Emm the ‘:-'uxi'.h to the
Eighteenth Century . . 122
IX TMHeroines from Elizabeth to the Prl:r-Ent Day 132
X Womanly Morality and Honour from the
Sixteenth Century Onwards . . . 169
XI Writers of the Nineteenth and Twentiath
Centuries : ‘ - . 181
X1t The Mothers and Daughters of 'l"n da}r . 198






Prefatory Note

T IS proper thai a country that has teken for itself the
I most feminine representation should kave & book devoted

to the eulogy of its womanhood. “The Women of the
Gael” renders justiec—even romantie jostice—to the woman-
hood of the eountry whose representations are Dark Rosaleen,
and Kathieen ni Houliban, and The Poor Old Woman, Tt
writer has made of it a long roll of honor, & roll of women with
besutiful names who have been remembered [or their piety,
their learning, and their patriotism: It 15 distinetly a Lezend
of Good Women.

Little iz said of another type of woman that hos been
celebrated from far-of times in Ircland — the woman whose
virtue was in her overflowing energy, the woman whose type
i3 Dmeen Maeve, boarer of warrior ehildeen, herself o warrior
and a great lover. And paturally in o Legend of Good Wonen
nothing would be said of that woman of ihe (F’Briens whe, on
coming back to her castle, finds Lbe women Iamenting for her
husband =zlain in batile, and says “Dead men are no nse to os
here," ond rides back to the battle-line, and there and then
marries the general of the opposing army. Little is said of the
women of that type: The Women of the Gael who are spoken
of have their names on the roll for being puardians of the
naticnal virtue and eonstodians of the Gaelie eivilization,

The conguest of Ireland — or rather, the repeated half-
conquests of the country — inflieted an especial wrong upon
the Women of the Guel. Poculiarly ftted as they were for a
brilliant social life and lor arfiziic enterprise of every kind,
they were, with the exeeption of privileged ones, deprived
of a life that might have such manifestations. It was
theire to spiritualize as harsh eonditions as were any-
where. A single glimpse is often revealing, and we have
seen Connacht women eome in from working in the fields.



