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INDLEDNING

HorcEr DracHMANN (1B406-1g08) er Danmarks
storste lyriske Digter 1 den nyere Tid. Fadt j
Kibenhavn den gde Oktober 1346, Sen af Over-
lege, Prof. A. G. Drachmann, blev han Student
1865. Efter en Rejse til Skotland, Spanien og
Sicilien tog han ivrig fat paa Maonemalemet.
Hans Billeder havde Improvisationens riskhed
og Inspiration, og hans maleriske Evne var ube-
stridelig, men da man ikke desmindre nagtede
ham en Premie, rejste han, krenket derover, til
London, § Sommercn 1870, for al bryde sig Vej
som Marnnemaler | Enpland. Fra London skrev
han Korrespondascer til sDapbladets op fulgte
den fransk-tyske Krig og Kommuncopstanden i
Pans.

Fra dette Tidspunkt stammer hanz berpmte
Digt Engelske Socialister, der furste Gang stod at
leese 1 eyt dansk Maanedsskrifte {November 1871)
og senerc optoges i Diete [1872).

Kort efter vendie han tilbage til Kpbenhavn,
og sluttede Bekendtskab med Georg Brandes.

I 1872 udkom Debutbogen Med Kl og Kridi,
en damling Prosaskitser, og samme Aar den [grste
Samling Digie, hvormed han straks fuldt og steerkt
knyttede Opmeerksomheden til sit Navn., Man
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INTRODUCGTION

Horger Drachdany {18406-1008) is Denmark's
greatest lyric poet in recent times. Born in Copen-
hagen on October g, 1845, son of the cminent phy-
sician Professor A. G. Drachmann, he entered the
university in 1865. After a tour in Scotland, Spain,
and Sicily, he diligently set to work at marine
painting. His pictures had the freshness and the
inspiration of improvisations, and his capacity
as a painter was ineontestable, but since a scholar-
ship was nevertheless refused him, he proceeded,
feeling himself slighted, in the sumumer of 1870
to London to make himsclf a way as a marnne
painter in England. In London he acted as cor-
respondent of the Dsghlad, and followed the
Franco-German War and the Communist revola-
tion in Paris.

From this period dates his famous poem
“ English Socialists,” which first appeared in
The New Danish Monihly Magazine (November,
18~1) and was later reprinted in Poems (1872).

Shortly afterward he returned to Copenhagen,
and made the acquaintance of Georg Brandes.

In 1872 appeared his first book of prose, With
Charcoal and Crayos, a series of sketches, and in
the same year the first collection of his poems,
with which he immediately focused deep and
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INDLEDNING

meder i disse Digte fgrste Gang de mgte Drach-
mannske Typer: Landsknmgten, Skipperen, den
frie, farende Svend, som han senere saa mang-
foldige Gange varierede.

Og dermed indledes den wvaldige, frodipe og
vidtapzendende Produktion, som Holger Drach-
mann fortsatte nesten lipe til sin Dod, og som,
trods skiftende Standpunkter og Sympatier, ved-
blev at have samme Klang op Rytine, det sainme
Oprindeliphedens op Genialitciens Sarpraey, om
de enkelle Arbejder end kunde ware forskellige
ogsaa iren literser Vaord:.

Brogede op mangfoldice er Titler op Indhold j
disse Drachmannske Varker: Digte, Romaner,
dramatiske Arbejder o.s5.v., hvis betydeligste er:
I Stovin og Stitle; Dampede Melodicr; Tannhiuser ;
Sange ved Havet; Gamle Guder og mye. Byron s
Vadmel er en af Skitserne i Vildl og Temmef, som
ndkom 1881.

Holger Drachmann er en Skaber og Fornyer;
han indvarsler ligesom Oghlenschliger en ny Tid
i dansk Digtekunst, og han ejer en Naturkraft
som nappe er ringere, men vel cndogsaa smidigere
og mangfoldigere end hans sfore Forgengers.
skyvggeme, der stundom forstyirede Billedet for
hans egen Samtid, vil mere og mere forsvinde, og
man vil kun s¢ den straalende Digtergenius,
spaledes som den er bevaret 1 hans yppersie
Veerker.



INTRODUCTION

unstinted attention on his name. In these poems
for the first time the true Drachmann types are
met with ; the infantryman ; the skipper; the
apprentice, free as the wind, faring along the high-
way ; types that as time went on he handled in
infinite variety.

And this volume initiates the production—great,
lnxuriant, and wvast in scope—which Holger
Drachmann continued almost to the day of his
death, and which, in spite of changing stand-
puints and sympathies, kept the same ring and
rhythm, the same stamp of oryanality and genins,
although individual books might vary in respect
to purely hiterary value,

Motley and numerous are the titles and the
substance of these works of Drachmann @ poems,
novels, dramatic works, ete., of which the most
noteworthy arc: In Siorsm and Peace; Subdued
Melodies; Tanniguser; Songs by the Sea; Old
Gods and New, Byron in Homespun is onc of the
sketches in Wild and T'amed, which appcarcd in 1881,

Holger Drachmann is a creator and an inno-
vator. Like Oehlenschliger, he heralds in a new
epoch in Danish poetry, and he is master of an
elemental force which is hardly infedor to that
of Ochlenschldger, while it is even mare supple
and rich in wvariety than that of his great fore-
runner, The shadows which from time to time
overcast the view of him which his contempo-
raries had will more and more disappear, and only
the radiant poetic genius will be seen, preserved
for all time in his best works.
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