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SOCIALISM @& EMPIRE

DANGER

BY

COL. ED. F. BROWNE

THE MOST SEEIOUS QUESTION PRESENTEDR TO TIOE AMERICAN FEOFLE
S5INCE THE ABOLISIIMENT (' SLAVERY 15 KNOT RE-
CEIVING DULRL CONBIDEEATION,

THE CONTROL OB REGULATLON OF THE EARNING CAPTACITY OF CAPITAL
INVESTED I¥ PRIVATE vENTUHRES I8 4 REVOLUTION
Iy OUIR FORM OF GOVERNMENT.

THE PRESENT BOCIALISTIC TENDENCY TO DUILD 't THE HXEOUTIVE
PFOWER CAN ONLY END IN ONE OI' TWO THINGS, I. E., A S0-
CIALISTIO TVRANNY THROUGH LEGIZLATION,

OF AN [MPERLATOR.
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PREFACE.

There 15 an undercurrent of political thought teday in
the United States, which drifts Loward sccialism, and this
unconscious drift, leads up to a grant of power to our [x-
ecutive Department quile necessary under a socialistic govern-
ment, but which ereates a danger to our institutions.  Succes-
sive granis of power to an executive, have always ended in
Empire with Repablics of the pasl, and usually the additional
power his been given, at the instance of the 'common people”.
While the theory of socialism ig a beautiful one, human nature
musl be changoed 1o malie 1L a suecces.  There are Lwo well
defined classes of socialists, The educated theorist who
claims 1o have climinated greed from his nalurce, and who
prates of the squality of mon; and the unedocated socialist
who thinks 1t wrong for any man to have maore than himself.
The Theorist 1s a frand, and should be watched Ly the police.
as mild forms of lunacy soon dnft 1o viclence, His only
danger 18 in injury to himsell and the advice he gives olhiers.

It i3 but o step from the theory that it 33 only right to
work entirely for the public good, to the position that the
public shoulld recedve the benelit of all personal endeavor.

The theoretical socialist talks of the beauties of socialism
from the stand point of the “‘giver”, while his ignorant fol-
lowers interpret this to mean that the public should have
the power to ‘‘take’.

he unfortunate thing about this agitation is the fact
that the later class is guining the most headway,

This under current of thought is so sweeping, that T have
been surprised in convessation with Senators, Congressmen
and Managing Edivors of several of our great dailies, when |
have suggested that this agitation was a tendency toward
_smcizjrlism. to hear the expression, ‘'that possibly it was com-
ing.

[f public men and greal newspapers fear to attact this
argument for fear of loss of popularity, a political question
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more vital to our [uture prosperity than any which has been
presented since the abolition of slavery, may not receive proper
consideration.

There is no doubt but that this socialistic tendency is
gaining strength and that the disposition on the part of the
public Lo fake power not consistent with true political economy
18 orowing,

Weal men and desiening politicians are accepling part
of the theoties of socialism either because they know no better,
or they desire to take advantage of the political agitation
for personal ends,  The United States has become Lhe leader
of nations in a business way by following ideas the antithesis
of socialism. Our constitution was framed with the credit-
able object of allowing absolute freedom in husiness conduoet,
and our great prosperily has come about through bright
minds being able to reap hbenefits here not atlainable else-
where, and it was intended that every one who had & busi-
iness should attend to it and let other people alone.

The Socialistic trend of thought now creates a demand
that the form of ‘'negative’ laws which have controlled our
action in the pmat, shall he supplantcd with an indtiative con-
trol on the part of the government over great husiness ventures,
owned and operated by privale eilizens.

The demand that the “public’ should control, regulate,
and nvestigate everything and every body, who is making
money, with a view of seiming any profit over and above a
rate of interest that they (the public} think fair, is enly
the worst form of socialism.

This clement desires the passagre of laws with a view of
eliminating all the speculative benefits to capital, which have
rushed the business of the country ahead of all others

This speculative inducement has brought to our shores
the brightest minds of Europe, and our country has receievd
the benefit of the endeavor of such men as Erickson, Carnegie,
antd thousands of other foreigners, who while making money
themselves assisted many others and have been important
factors in our rapid advance. The dominant idea of the
founders of our nation, was to restrain the government from
interfering or competing with private endeavor, because the
colonies rebelled against that form of paternalism.

The clamor in some quarters that the public should own
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utilities, and that the government should regulate and con-
trol insurance, railroads, trusts, and other great private
business ventures is nothing more or less than socialism, which
would undoubtedly end in Despotism or Empire.

It cannot be thai the American People wish te change
our form of gpovernment and these recommendations mean a
change so radical, that we would place back i the hands of
an executive of our own selection a power we took away from
the executive by the war of the KRevolution,

We are asked to place in the hands of our executive
department, the power claimed by kings and Emperors, and to
give to our executive officers the same form of control over
business affairs from which we released ourselves by that long
and bloody struggle.

Any interference with the management of private business
ont the part of government 12 a form of despotism and there
is but little dilference between o socialistic tyranny and an
Empire, In fact husiness interests would be safer under an
Empire than wmder a dictalor povermed by the whims of
irresponsible agitators,

The1dea of the government ' doing things" has grown very
rapidly and the evidenl willingness on the part of our lower
hranch of congress to turn over to the executive every power
requesied, is quite in line with the historv of Republes which
have merged into Empire,

The lower branch of congress (The peoples representa-
tives) has already built up the power of the executive de-
partment to such an extent that the congress itself is fast
losing its independence and were it not for the Senale our
political mstitutions would be in danger. Buot this semi-
socialistic agitation proposes to give more and more power
to the Executive and all of the reforms now apparently so
popular, are pointing to a change in the form of government
laid down by our Fathers.

In Monarchies or Empires the people have not the con-
stitutional protection from inquisition, control and regulation,
which we possess, and this has been our greatest freedom.

My object in writing this boolk is to show the danger of
departing from the written constitution in these matters,
and to show that in no instance where government interferes
with business conditions are the ‘' people” henefited.



i SOCIALISM DREEM PIRE.

This agitation in favor of the governmentF state or
municipality talking mntrc:l of business ventures or regulating
them except through nf-chtn.e laws iz Unamerican and
wrong. 1t is but the froth escaping from the seething pot of
socialism, which if not cooled by reason will boil over and
put out the fires of prosperity.
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SUMMARY OF CONTENTS.

CHATTER 1.
TaE OpjEcTs DEsiren oy i Founpers oF THE Union.

Separation Tfrom Epgland result of unequal and uojust tosslion, business
restriction and regubadion, and undue investigation of the private business
affairs of citizens, Instroctions of the delerates semt to the Conlinental
Compress, all indicals business unrest.  War declared July 6th, 1775, over
these business conditions.  The business frecdomn dermanded Ty the avlomes
ot granted in @& monarchy or empire,  Refusal of Parliament to consider
requests coded in political [reedomn Deing declased Julv gih, 1736, one
veur alter Lhe war commenced.  An effurt made to cetubfich o povernment
giving private iooentive [recdom froan goveromens| conlrol

(CITAPTER II
CoNsTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS,

Framers of Constitucicn ally alive to the dangers of patesnal or monarchial
povernment eontrel,  Tried to frame an Instrnment takmg away from
the Bxcentive any discreticonary powers,  HExplieil instrectiong (o live up
to the wratlen language of the dorument.  Limitstiwoms of sethority om
tho part of congress and the Exvenlive inore aurangly putthan permiggions
pranted.  Sweecessive amendments continuc to guerd the besmess inter-
ests from cocroachment of the legislative and executive hranches of the
%;:-‘E'ﬁh:!.enl, The husiness frecdom is what bas made this nation great.

the people want to ham back Lo the government. the power taken to
themselves by the War of the Revolution.

CHAPTER 111,
Ivprviovarn BIcHTS v various CouNTRIES,

The United States today the onlr nation with conscitutional guarantees
for the individual, The only naticn having & courl created by constitu-
tionzl provisions, Courts are a co-ordinate bronch of government in this
and in no cther country.  Can interpese in behall of the people againet
legislative or executive action. Coeurts are creation of statute in other
countries, Liberties of people in Burope vsually Te with the legislative
branch, no constituiiohal puaranties. What would be legal and proper
in Burcpe would be a viglation of our conslitutional sighls.  No protection
in Burope against actions of the pavernment,  The eitizens of France have



