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PREFACE.

IN breaking ground almost uotrodden by modern

writers I have met with wany ditbculties, especially
in finding sources of information, In overcoming these
I have to acknowledge much kind assistance, without
which indeed this essay could mever have been under-
taken or brought to s copelusion. Mr Thomas Hodglkin,
D.CL, and the late Comte de Mas Latrie both shewed
the utmost kindvess in answering the letters of a
beginner in the art of which they were masters. The
Rev. H. B. Swete, D.D., Regiue Profesacr of Divinity
in the University of Cambridge, was kind enough to
give much valuable adviee and the Rev. W. Cunning-
ham, D.D., of Trinity College, Cambridge, and Mr James
Keonedy of the East India Club, referred me to in-
formation I should not otherwise have obtained.

The Rev. Profassor Parrock, M.A., of the University
of Bishop's College, Lennozville, Province of Quebee,
and my brother Mr T. W, Holme of New College, Oxford
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have also examined authorities which were beyond my
reach.

I must also especially thank the Rev. Abbé La-
Hamme, Reotor of Laval University, Quebee, for
allowing me the use of the University Library for
an extended period during my residence in Quebee.

But above all I have to thauk the Rev. F.J. Foakes
Jackson, M.A., Fellow and Dean of my own College.
Without his kind encouragement I should never have
entered apon this subject, aud, when my absence from
England prevented the proper consultation of authori-
ties, he rendered me every assistance in his power
Finally he undertook the revision of the essay and
at the cost of preat labour to himself has most kindly
prepared it for the press.

Busnor's Corigee,
IoeunoxvILiE, PO, OaHava,
June, 15UB.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION, =

TaE problem presented by the decline sand fall of
the Churches of Worth Africa is at ones most in-
teresting and most diffioult. It in interesting because
the Chnrch of Carthage, formerly the most flourishing,
the most carnest, and the most enlightoned of all the
communions of the world, has today perished and
hardly left a trace behind. Yet it met with no trials
that other Churches did not euceessfully overvome,
The Copts, the Abyssinians, the Armenians, the
Spaniards were all subdued by the Saracens, and yet
all preserved their faith, even though in a debased
form. The Africans, also, at one time seemead to be
far more likely than these to withstand the attacks
of the infidel. No one could accuse them of lnke-
warmness; their esrnestness was almost fanatical and
led them into dangers unknown to the careless,. On
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