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PREFACE.

e

Froxt my own observations, as well ss from the
recorded experignce of others, T have been led
to forth very strong opiniong as to the reasl
cnuge and nature of Cholera. In this volume I
present my conclusions and the reasons which
led me to thoss conclusions, with the hope that
they will receive the friendly eriticlam of all
who desire to discover the most truthful answer
to 8 momentous question. In the Beience of Lifs,
wa cannot a8 yoi hope for abeolute precision :
wa cannot reason from principles to facts, bat
must ascend from facts o thoss * general in-
ferencea which are our most comprehensive
expressions of attainable truth."! Mutual help



‘and calm argament, therefore, ars the more
hecossary in such o case,

Treatment, to he really suceessful, must ba
based on sound Pathology; the nature of the
primary cazees being onoe established, we shall
be propared with tenfold power for the battle.

In the following pages, T have written nearly
in the order of my own thoughts, and I havo
endeavoured to express myself in plain lan-
guage. I hope that sny educated person may
be able thoroughly to understand the main
argumenta which T have bronght forward;
especially in those chapters which are of es-
sential and wniversal dwmporfance, relating to

the modes of withstanding the inroads of the
diseass.

# The™ familiar style of exposition which T
have chosen hes prevented my sufficiently ac-
knowledging my oblipations to the labours of the
many oheervers of cholera. I have loarnt much
from Sir Thomas Watson, Dr. Copland, the late



Dr. Boow, DIh. Macpherson, Dr. Beale, Mr
Bimon, and various writers in the daily and the
medical papers,

To Dw. (eorge Jolmeon the thanks of
all are most especially dve. I myself have
learnt more from him, my tescher of many
years ago, than T can here express.  If T differ
from his views in gome points, T do so with the
highest respect to Lim; and I am sure he will
give ma eredit for being actuated by the same
spirit which animates himself—a desire for the
spraad of true knowledgo,

29, Duneon Tervace, N,
Seplember, 1866,






