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Coy Ttle ook, -« . .
And kizse the steps whereas thou seest pace
Of Yergil, Ovid, Homer, Lucan, Stase

And for there is 5o great dinersite

T Engliah, and in wriling of oar tong,

Yo pray I w0 God, that none miswrite thes
Ne thes mismetr:, for defmat of ong @

And todd wherss thoo be or eles song,

That thou he yadesstond, T God bereech,

CHavchR, Troilsr ond Crezesde, B, ¥, 17981810,




PREFACE

Toe study of Chatteer is now generslly recognizad ss ons of the bost
meane of introduction to & knowledge of the English language and of
Eaglish literature. In him there first appesred a standard English
Inngusage, and his siperiority over his prodecassors i a8 much in the
substance of his poctry as in his style. Hais the father of sll snecesd-
ing Foglish pootry, the * woll of English nndefited,’ the maker of an
epoch and the founder of a poetion] tradition contingcd pad handed
down to ua by Spensar, Bhakspears, and Milton.

The present volutne tontsine the Sguieres Tl s fragment of rars
pootical excellencs, which sorves as an excallemt introdoclon to
Chancer's verse. It is the only ome of the Canferbury Taler which
borrows ita sabject from Esstern romancs, and it is writhen
throughout i an slevated sttain of psetry which we koow to havo
exereised & #pell over the bmagination of Milton, A Life of tho
poet has boen given, se well as  brief acoonnt of Chauser's prammer
sand vorsifieation. The notes deal with the diffeulbics which
otenr in the poam, and the Glospry hes been sonstrueted @0 a8 not
mevely to give the meanings and etyviology of worda, but to serve as
an index f0 the line in which the word occura The basis of the
presant textin the Ellesmore MS. as printad in Mr Furnivali's Six-
Text Edition for the Cheancer Society, with & few readings adopted
froan the other five MBS, and from the Harleian M3, as printed by
Dr Morria in the Aldine edition of Cheucer's works. The ortho-
grophy hes besn improved in some instances by eollation with the
other MBE, on the principle of maling as few changes as possible, so
that the prosenk edition may ke acpepied as substantially & transorips
of the Ellesmere MB., which is now gererally accopted as the wmost
satisfactory of the seven, and the spelling of which is upon & tolemmbly
uniform system,
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THE LIFE OF CHAUCER.

1. His Tima—Ceavcer's Live avp Worgs belong to one of
the greatest epochs of English History. The Elizabethan period,
when England was strong both at home sod sbroad, and when
the Enplish drama was at its best; snd the present Victorian
period, when there exmiste everywhere unexampled activity
both in literature and in aciemce—are the only two epocha thaf
can be compared with it. His life lay within the reigns of
Edward ITIL, Richard IT., and ona year of Henry IV. In the
reign of Edward IIL the nstion—which oonsisted of two dle-
ments, the Norman and the Saxon—grew into one people ; and
the larguage, which had been gradually absorbing ss much
Korman-Fronch sa it could hold, became the ready sud power-
ful instrument of s new litersturs, The year 1362 marks sn
important point in the history of the English Lengusge. For
in that year Edward ITL passed sa ack of parlisment auther-
ieing the use of Englsh instead of Freoch in courts of law, in
#chools, and in other puldio pleces. This is eufficient proof that
the natipn had become truly English. In 1380, the Bible was
trapslated into English by Wisliffe ; and this translation had
& permancnt effect on the character of English pross, More-
ovor, grest events of all Jnds were lifting men's minds,
enlarging their idesa, and inspiring their souls: the bottles of
Cregy (1346) and Poitiers (1356} had been fought; the arb of
weaving cloth was introdoged from Flanders ; Windsor Casatla
was growing inte the most splendid pile in the wast of Europe ;
gunpowder had Istely besn invented ; Londoners had seen two
kingw, the king of Scotland and the king of Franes, prisoners
in their capital; and everywhers new powers amd new idess
were stirring thronghout the kingdom. And then the tHoc was
quite resdy to weloome the * ditkies and songis glad,' with which
Chancer *fulfilled the land over all’® even in the flower of his
youth.

2 Hia Birth and Parentags —GeorrREY CHAUCER was born

" Everywhere,



4] THE LIFE OF CHATCER,

in the year 1340 in London. And he lived most of his Life In
London.  Spenser, Ben Jonaom, Milton, and other later writers
were alsv Londoners, Bub London in the fourteenth century
waa not the vaat provinee covered with houses—filled with smoke
and harassed by uncepsing oise—that London now ia, It waaa
clean, guiet, almost noiseless city, full of shady gardens, every
houge different in character from every other, permested by
green lanes, and the short strects divided and refreshed by
green fields, The quist meadows weore within & fow minutes
walk of the very heart of the city. Thers were no caba or
carringes, no part of the endless grind and roar thet now 60
the main arteries of London ; but the slow leisurely rumbls of
s market-cart intenaified the sweet milence, It was, indeed, e
Mr Morris says :
London, small, and whits, and slean ;
The olear Thames bordered by itz gandens green.

You eonld hear the songe of the birds clesr sod thrilling in
the streata ; and the ditizens had the English love of the country
80 thorgughly in their blood, that, on the merting of the Fiosb
of May, they rose st daybreak, with songs in thelr mouths and
in their hearts, to do konoor to the comlng summer, gathered
bougha of blossoming hawthorn, snd with it doecked the door-
ways of their honscs—so that ench strect amelt from end to
end of the May, aad thick bushes of green and white met the
aye on every aide.,

May, with ll thy flourss and thy groend,

Welcomne be thow, wal falrd fressch® May !

The streets did not awarm with people dressed in black, or in
doll and desd cologrs; bot there were hers mnd there groops
of persona dressed in bright red or yellow or green or blos and
whits, and sometimes the one half of a man's coat wos of a
different oolour from that of the other side,

His fother was John Chaueer, citizen and vintoer of London.
His grandfather was Hichaed Chaucer, slso & vintner ; snd the
pame of Chawcere is maid to be on the roll of Battle Abbey.
John Chancer's house was in Thames Btreet, on & stream called
Walbrook *—becanss it Qowed past Loadon Wall—which rose
in Finehary Moor, beyond the strect still called Moorgate, and
flowed into the Thames nesr whot in now Cannon Street. The

* There s still  street of this name.



THE LIFE OF CHAUCER. 7

boy went to school in the neighbourhood ; snd no doubt he
pometimes helped his father in the wine-cellar, sod filed the
pola of the eitigens with their daily supply of dranght-wine.
Bot Chaneer's father had & conpeption with the court of
Edward ITL Ho attended that king when he went with his
Queen Philipps on an expedition to Flanders and Cologee ; and
it is to this coanection that (feoffrey owed his appointment as
page in the houschold of Elizaheth, the wife of Prince Lionel,
the third son of Bdward TIL He was then seventeen. ¥oung
men in the time of Chanoer went either to the university, or
entered the serviee of some noblemsn as page. There they
lesrned courtesy of manners, riding, the use of arms, and all
that related to the life of = soldier, a nobleman, and & man of
public affair. There is also & tradition thst Chancer wae a
member of both of the universities of Oxford and Cambeidge ;
but this ia doubtful His position in the houssheld of Prince
Lipnel threw him iute the socioty of the most distingeished
men aod women of the time ; his fmagination would be tired by
the splendour of the court festivitics; he would meet on fronk
and cordial terms the great sfafcemen and warrors and writers
of the age,

3. His Officlal Life,Tn the year 1359, Chatcer—then a young
man of ninetesn—jeibed the army of Edward ITL, which invaded
France in Nevember of that year. In this campsign Chavcer
was made prisoacr ; but he wae relessed nnder the Pasce of
Brétigny in 1360, when the king paid for him a resom of £16.
In the year 1367, he was appointed one of the *valets of the
king's chamber,' and in mentioned in the patent or commission
aa ‘dilectns valettos noster.! He received, by the same patent,
& penmion of twenty marks® for life. John of Geunt, Duke of
Lancaster, the fourth son of Edward, & msn of exactly Chauvcer's
age, ws3 hia great friend and patron ; and he remained troe to
Choucer to the end of his days. When Blsnche, the wife of
John of Gannt, died at the age of twenty-nine, Chavcer wrote 3
beantiful poem in her honour—*The Dethe of Blannche the
Duchesse’ Hetween the years 1370 and 1350, the poet waa
employed in esven diplomatic missioms—some of them of grest

* A mark i r3s. 4d. But there was fittle or no comparison between the
buying power of money i Chavosr's thme asnd now, A sheep gold for o5 64,1 a
horse might be bought for 185 4. ; & chicken cost od, ; and the price of & day's
labour at the plough was 3d.  Mobey st have gone, then, from ten (o RERy
EEmes as far ms Bt does now.



