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'SIEUR GEORGE.

1IN the heaet of New Orleans stands a large foor-
story brick buoildingr, that has so stood for alwt
three-guarlers of 2 centucy. 115 rooms are rented
to a clazsa of persons occupying them simply for
lack of aclivily Lo L] beiler and cheaper quarters
elsewhere.  With its gray stocco peeling off in
broad patchies, 1t has a solemn lock of gentilily in
rags, and atanda, ov, ps it were, hangs, aboot the
corner of two ancient streets, ke a faded fop who
prelends 1o be logking for employment,

Under its main archwavis a dinpy apothecary-
ahop,  On one street ia the bazaar of o medfcte en
robdes of ehageany and other dumble shops ; on the
other, the immense hatten doors with gratings over
the lintels, barred and bolced with masses of cob-
weabed iron, like the door of a donjon, are over-
hung by a creaking sign (left by the sheriff), on
which is faintly discernille the mention of wines



2 (e Croole Pays.

and liquors, A peep through one of the shops re-
veals 2 square court within, hung with many lines
of wet clothes, it3 sides hugped by rotten staircases
that seem vainly trying 1o clamber cut of the rub-
bish.

The neighborhood ia onz leng since given op to
fifth-rate shops, whos¢ masters and mistresses dis-
play such cnticing mottocs 83 *° Au paree pefed £V
Innumnerable children swarm abouwt, and, by snme
charm of the plage, are not rup over, but chstruct
the bangoettes plavingr their clammorous rames.

The huyilding ia a thing nf many windows, whera
passably pood-looking wemen appear and  disap-
pear, clad in cotton gowna, watering little ootside
shelves of fAowers end cacti, or hanogr canaries”
cages.  Their hushands are lreepers in wine-ware-
Irowses, rent-collectons for the agrents of old French-
men who have becn lald up to dry in Paris, cos-
tormn-Raouse supernumeradss and court-clerks' depu-
ties {for youwr second-rate Creole is a grear secker
for litile offices). A decaying cornice hangs over,
dropping bits of mortar on pagsers below, like a
boy at a hoarding-house.

The landlord 15 enc Kookaoo, an ancient Creole
of doubtiul purity of bleed, whe in his landlordly
old age takes all sugyestions of repairs as personal
mselts, e was bot a siripling when his father
left him this inheritance, and has grown old and
wrinkled and brown, a soct of periodically animate



