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NOTICE.

In his book entitled ,Spiritusi Wives® the anthor
William Hepworth Dixon has served ap to the public of
England, unacquainted with the truth regarding this
matter, the fictions aud inventions which have been cir-
culated more than thirty years age on oceasion of the
religions lawsuit of Kcenigsberg, and which bave heen
long ago refoted and destroyed hoth st law and in litera-
ture. Similar attempts to blacken brightness and to drag
loftineas into dust are neither new mor of any intrinsic
value; but they may be the means of prepossessing heed-
less minds against christianity, and for this reason it s
a duty to refute them by publishing the truth. This has
induced the anthor of these pages to issue, in the lan-
guages of the countries where Dixon's book is read, a
translation of & Compendium published in the year 1864,
of his own extensive work on the subject of the religions
lawsuit of Kcenigsberg. In so doing, he hopes to meet in
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those countries, as he did in Glermany, with numerous
friends of truth who will effectually and spontaneocusly
assist him, every one in his own sphere of influence and
activity, in the task of destroying the immoral delusion
of the public, by supporting the aunthentic truth and
making known the-real facts relating to this affair, the
more 8o a8 England especially is well known to do more
than any dther country in support of evangelical chri-
stianity. .

It would be nseless to engage into a minnte exami-
nation of William Hepworth Dixon's ,Spiritual Wives¥,
gince the author condemns himself by his inconsistencies
and confusion, his praises and invectives, his credulity
and falsehoods. The foundation however on which rest
the assertions alluded to, deserves a special mention,
because it shows to the reader what he is entitled to ex-

“pect from the statements of this foreigner with respect
to the religious lawsuit of Kenigsberg. These statements
are haged on the insinuations of the notorious physician
Dr. L. W. Sachs, whose antagonism against truth and
propriety is sufficiently known, and has heen exposed in
the ,Compendium*, p. 31 8q., and more at length in the
pElucidation®, p. 54 8q., 246 sg., and 301 sq-

Dixon's preface shows the means which he employed
in order to make this bait palatable to the English publie,
He says in it: ,The most remarkable decument of pro-
fessor Sachs, which . . . I give in the original, has been
sealed by order of the highest conrt of justice at Berlin.
. + . . How this document came into my hands, I am not




allowed to say; it is genvine and complete, for this I
pledge my word; sheuld either the one or the other be
contested by any competent authority or individual, I
would in that case sollicit and obtain permission openly
to tell how it has been brought to the knowledge of the
public.©

The only intelligible meaning of this mysterions sen-
tence, which implies much and says little, is that the
highest conrt of justice at Berlin (being in fact no other
than the secret supreme court, which however has never
had anything to do with the religious lawsuit of Koenigs-
berg), to whom the secrecy of this ,most remarkable
document® has been so important that it caused it to be
kept under seal during thirty years, has consented, upon
Dixon's authority or spplication, and according to his
stafement, to remove it from conecealment in order to set
it at his disposal, at the same time obliging him to
remain silent on this point, lest this transaction should
untimely come to light.

Uninstructed readers may be led to believe that auch
is really the case; for how could the author ,pledge his
word* that his pretended ,original? is ,genuine and
complete®, if he has mot been enabled to convince him-
self of its textual conformity with the original contained
in the deeds, which is the only authentic one? — How
important must his book appear in the eyes of readers
of this description!

But those who know something of the circumstances,
know that this can not be. If it is true, as the preface



