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PRETFACE.

Tus story of this Book is soon teld. A
simple desire to set forth what T fully be-
Leved to be the truth of God, in reference
to this subject, led to the delivery of these
Lectures, in the regular course of my pa-
rochial mimstrations, Their delivery led to
their publication. And here is the Book.

They are published, very much as they
were preached. The alterations in them are
very slight. No statement in them is altered,
or even modified. The reader has them,
much as the hearers had.

It may be mnght for me, here, to say,
g
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that the views they set forth, are the result
of years of as earnest and diligent study,
as I am capable of giving to any subject.
I ypreached them, becanse I believe them.
I publish them for the same reason. I
should be recrcant to my strongest convic-
tions of duty, had I faltered in either case.
May God preserve me from fhat.

Will it be too much to ask of the reader,
a fair and impartial examination? May I
sav, ltead carefully ; before wou condemn ¥
You may not be convinced, by the argu-
ments cmployed.  But the subject is worthy
of a thorongh investigation. Tf that is given,
there is little more to uask. The great dif-
ficulty in the case is, men do not thor-
oughly examine it. What Sir Isaac Newton
said to Ilalley, concerning revelation, gene-
rally, is true of this subject, in particular:
“You do not vead on this subject, because
you do not wunderstand it. And you do not
understand it, because you do not rvead.”
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Men may say of this subject just what
they will. Tt still remains true, that there
are no weightier questions, than those which
are here discussed, On the one side or the
other, the truth lics. Every man is con-
cerned to know it. He may not confess
that he is. But whether he confesses it or
not, his interest thercin is real and abiding.

The world is on the eve of great changes.
Events of vast importance arc rapidly draw-
ing near. Tt is wise to note them ecloscly,
and ponder them well. We are beginning
to hear the distant thunder of a coming
storm. And, whatever conclusion may be
formed, as to the correctness of the views
here sct forth, it may be well to remem-
ber, that it is never too late to condemm.
And never so safe, as when the subject
involved has been carefully examined.

I commit the whole affair to Iim, whose
truth, I believe, is here set forth. I have
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no firmer conviction than that. May IHis
rich blessing attend it: overruling its errvors,
and sanctifying its truths; for His great
name’s sake!

WM. NEWTON.
Rectory, West Chester, Muy 18, 1850,



