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PREFACE

The Chevalice de Tontgibaud was one of the galkant
little: band of Frenchimen, who, “sick for breathing and
exploit ", crossed the Atlantic fo aid the Americun colonists
to gain their independence. TLike most of his companions,
he was a mere lad, courageous, adventurous, high-spirited,
light-hearted, and cool-headed, Bdut he onited o these
ordinary attributes of the IFrench gentleman, one which
his comrades did not possess, or had no opportmity of
developing. He seems to have been o shrewd observer
of men and events, and he had a lkeen sense of humour,

It was not probable ghat o yooth barely out of bis teens
and thinking more of his own Bberty than the cavse in
which he was engaged, should have noted hiz impressions
at the time. They were written down more than forty
vears later, but that will oot detract from the valoe of a
book which gives vivid pen-portvaits of men about whom
much has been wiritten but of whom much vet remains
to be written,

Concerning  the author’s life, little need be added to
what he tells us, but I am indebted to his great-great-
nephew, the Comte de Pontgibaud, for some details which
are not t be found in the book. The Chevalier de
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Punl!_-i]'-:llul pared — 31 Iu!_lr 1980 —a danghter of Aol
de Vaux, and the witlow of Comte de Ft'-ﬂgifﬂ:'ﬁﬁ, nmiarechal
de camp, Il was decply attached o her, and only
survived hee o few montlis, Ske died in 15830 and lie in
183, From the time of his retrn to France (1814) till
his wife's death, he resided ac O, Place Rovale, Paris, bt
afterwards removed to the eesidence of his nephew, Comte
de Pontgibaund, 3z, Hue des Toumelles, where he died,

He was o genizl, kind-hearted man, and i is related
ol lim that tn iz later davs he mever left home withoue
a o opockerul ol five-lranc: pieces, one of which coins he
would bestow one cache poor persan he mel. *As T owant
for mothing mevsell™ he said, “let me do all 1ocan for
poor people who do want,™  Indecd had it not been for
his charitable disposition he wouldl never in !l likelihood
have written s bock,  His cousin, Mime de Lavag, who
was interested e owany chanable works, said W him one
day, = Mr dear cousing vou N laal sech an sdventurous
career Lthat an account of the priveipal cvents of yvour
life: would make a most interssting book., I would give
away the coples ps |||'iz-;$ i i ledtery, and T wirrant wg
should get a large sum for onc ol my chaniies.”  The
proposal was perhaps hardly flatteting o the author, bat
he was too kind-Tiearted 1o tefuze, and the book was duly
writlen.,  He even permitted s relative o pad ot the
volume by the sddition ol seme Singularly dull letters,
which, being deveid of all nterest, have been cmitled from
the present translaticn.

The Miémoires o Conee de M (the writer was then
known as the Comte de Mord) has beoome a rare book,
and gppears to have been unboown to many of the
historians and biographers whose writings relate to the
War of Independence and the actors concerned in it
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That the book is rare and rather valuable is due to the
* bpok-maniacs ", who have snupped-up every available
capy, not on account of any interest in the book or its
author, bul becavse of—the printer! A cetlain poung man
had persuaded his relatives to set bim up in business as
a printer, but in a LBttle over & year he contrived $o lose
imets than 1o france, He threw up the business in
disgusi, and resolved 1o make his living by the pen. To
prove that he was boetter fitted to compose with the pen
than with the “utick”™, it nmeeds but to cite hiz name,
Honore de Balzac! Even a book which had the honour
of proceeting feon the novelist’s unpeelitable press bas
acguired a Aetitious value,

Botly as the Chevalier de Pontzibaud and the DMarguis
de Mord, the author bad the pood sense to keep out of
politics, and bhis vwame cocurs bl rarely in memeirs and
histores of the day. In Vatels Fie de Madame du Birry
he 15 mentioned as beinp proscnt at & dinner party (o
which she was invited.  Theincident is vrelated in the BIS.
Memoirs of Comte Dalort de Cheverny. ® Seeing that the
Chevalier wore the Order of Cincinnatos, she lohl s the
following  story,  "When T was at Versuilles, 1 had the
six tallest amd  best dooking  Iootmen  that could be
found, bt the noisicst, lazist rascals that ever lived,
The ring=leader of them pave me so much trouble that T
was obliyged to send him away. The war in Americs was
then beginning, and e asked for leters of recommen-
dation, 1 gave them, and he el me with a well filled
parse, and I was glad to get Ad of lum. A vear ago he
came to see me, and he was wearing the Order of Cine
cinpatus!  We all laughed at the stury, cxcept the Che-
valier de Pontgibaud ™

O the Ay leal of o book in the Tibrary at Clermont
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Ferranul there ave wiso some M20 notes—supposed to be
written by Ceowmte Thomas G Espinchal—relating to the
Chevalier de Pontoibaud. It fs there stated that the Ches
valier furnished  Talleveand  with the wwans of retaming
te France by lending him fo0 lowis, Tt not improbalile,
andd a3 the Ex-Bishnp wouhl e absolutely cortain to forget
the abligatiom, this may account for certain severe remarks
about Talleyrand  bo be found towards the close of the
proscnt vohime,

In wediting the Chevalier's Memoirs T lave done little
mare than idenlify the pesomages nanead onlv by initials,
and  supph weles onmcering them, comeel one o0 b
ehates, aned abtrike ol ow paesare or teo that was ot
aveoriling oo mdert tste, As o translator T lave endeas-
ouredl, as L oalwave do, o render the ovieinal as faitly-
Fbty s cvnled Do wied preserse the stvle and spirft of the
author,  The only bherly T Dl lakien with the test 13
te et up seme of the senlences, Tor o fow of ihem were
of an dporvdioate lenggh, Uit should be found ey thae
slybe s Nt alwavs of the purest, it should be rewembenged
thar the Chevaiet was o man of asction, and wes fighdng
fior the freeedom of Adocrica at an doe when less pdventuroas
vouths are quietly purswing their studies.

REORT. B, DOTUGLAS
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