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INTRODUCTION.

ERE were but few smong the early settlers

of New England, whose names passed away
for lack of heirs male so soon as that of Jolm Oliver
of Newbury; and whose genealogicsl history can
therefore be embraced in so small compass. I know
no good reason for believing him to have been a
member of the family of the same name in Boston;
on the contrary, it may be taken as certain, that there
were five or six families of this surname in Massachuo-
setts, no two of which have been shown to have a
common origin in England, I have long wished to
try to give a correct account of the life of my own
ancestor, Jobn Oliver of Newbury; and the nnmber
of documents iliustrating his English pedigree has
seemed to me such as to warraut their appearance in
this shape.






SKETCII

uF THE

LIFE OF JOHN OLIYER

J'OHN OLIVER was born at Bristol, England, in 1613.

In 1629 he was apprenticed for gight years to his uncle,
Walter Stephens of Bristol, mercer, Jamea Oliver, his father,
dicd in 1629, and his mother, Frances, in 1635, He probably
cnme to New England in 1639, in company with the Lowles,
Richard Dole, and Willinm Gerrish. I presume he brought
with him hig‘wife Joanna, whom I believe to have been doughter
of Percival Lowle.®* He settled nt Newbury, Massachusetts,
and wns made Freeman of the Colony, 13 May, 1640, Iis
business seems to have been that of a merchant and importer
of English goods. On 2 June, 1641, he was appointed by
the General Court, with Mr. Woodman and Mr. John Wood-
bridge, "to order small causes at Newberry.” The day of his
death is not known, but it was before June, 1642, Ile was

* See Appendix.



6 Amncestry of Mary Oliver.

probably either dead or an invalid in October, 1641, when Mr.
Edward Rauson was ™ appointed insteed of MT Oliver, to end
small causes at Newberry.” John Oliver left in lands and
goods an estate of mbout £420, nnd an only child, Mary,
born 7 June, 1640, His widow married, 17 April, 1643,
Capt. William Gerrish of Newbury, and died 14 June, 1677;
and Mary, his duughter and heir, married 8 December, 1656,
Samuel Appleton, jr., of Ipewich, and was mother of John,
Tsaac, Joanna, Joseph, Oliver and Mary Appleton. Through
Tsane and Oliver she was nneestress of most of the name in the
New-England States and New York, She died 15 February,
1698, and lies buried nt Ipawich,



DOCUMENTS,

—_——

EXTRACTS FROM PARISH REGISTERS OF BRISTOL, ENGLAND.

St Ehomas.
15567. Taomas Oviver was buried tha 28 of June.
2t Etephen.
1577. Jomw Ouvek aod EirzasperH BowLawp were maried the

28" of August.
1385-(6). Mrcnarre Orriver and Axx Rocwe the 20 of Januarij.
1509, M’ Jerome Haum apd Ecizasrra Ourver widow the 18®
of Februarij.

1578, Roserr sonce to John Oliver was Ba. the 28™ of Joue.

1579. Mancmzr dtr 4 w v 26° of Septébr.
1580-{1), MamE ,, 9 ) 2 53 ii* of Marche.
1582, Trouwas* sonne af ,, " - w 14" of Apriil.
1584. Epwamrp % = & " s 24™ of October.
1585, Jomw " " - " s 11™ of November.
1686, Jamms i i 4 i w 3 of Decdber.

* This Thomas has bien thoaght to ba 1ha u.ﬂyhiﬂu at Boston, end elder of the
First Chureh bere, but of this no proof whatever has bean shown.



