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The life and works of the great German painter,
Hane Hothein, and the question of the Davee of Theath
are, for bistorica? imquoirers, an sdmirable sabiecd
on which nobsing hoe yet boon said that ean be hald
really sstistictory; bt dhe linsids of this note s
necessrily 80 confined ne to lesve no spaoe ever for 4
view &f them. '

For the artist, it in only neossary to refar the
| reader 1o Sasdrart, Lo #he latin catxdogue written
| Ty Charles Patin as a0 islreduction W bbe séition of
#he Encomdcm Morie, to Foesshi, (o Walpele's Aree
dotes of Palnting in Ewglond, ssd to 1. P, Macisila's
semarks oo this tast work, recently pristed in his
Abedarto. It is vaid that M Pasguyant has been many
years corupied in gollectiog materials for & complite
mouography of Holbein; sé thai, as tbe atempl is
worthy of hisr, and he is it for the lask, we may
hope to have the long - wamted life and catalogue
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exequted in o supericr maoper. On the Dance of
Death, several interesting books have boen published,
among which it is almost unnecessary to name those 4
of Gabriel Peignot, Francis Douce, and Hyacinthe |
Langloia. Here we have only 1o speak of the Alphabet
itszlf.

Engravad by Haog Lotzelburger, as now thought
by the most competent eritica, it was fral weed at
Basle about the year 1530 by the famous printers Be-
belivg and Cratander, and wea rvefar to Doves's re-
merka (p. 214-18) on the question for the Litles of the
books in which it was employed, and for the nume-
Jrous oapies and imitations made of it. We will only
repeal with him that these initial lelters, « in ele-
gonece of design and delicacy of engraving, bave
scarcely ever heen equalled, and certainly never soz-
pamed. They may ioevery point of view be regarded
a8 the chal-d'evvree of ancient block engraving. »

Seven yaars ago, in 1848, the whole series was
anew clegantly copied on wood by Professor H, Li-

del of GOttingen, and published in a little 8 vo- EP9

luma. with Georga Dsterwald's lithograpbed borders,
by 1. M. Heberle at Cologne, Bonn and Brussels,
Our new edition gives the same letiers, real gems
of engraviog on wod, but, ag 8 worthy illestration,
acoompanies {hem with the iwo Dapces of Daath, the
ona more Gothic io form, the other more coarsely
engraved, but yet perhaps more artistical, which are




fooed in the well koown Simon Vostre's Hore.

These twn Dances, a8 well as the oroamwntal borders, - BES

all taken feom different booka, are engraved with a
fidelity and elegance on which onr reders may pro-
nounce, by M° Leon Lo Mairs, of Paris, who has alao
copied on the ttle Holbein's Esculchecn of Death
from the Fmagines Mortis.

On thess letters we will aow add & curlous re-
mark , which, wa belisve, hes not yet been made.
Ta the eleven first letlers wo tind the subjeots in the
traditional order without any relation between them.
Sowe see, a8 in all the series, the Danc: bégun by the
Death the musician, and followsd, in order of rank,
by the Pope, the Empetor, the King, the Cardinal,
the Empresa, the Blshop, the Nobleman, the Borgess
or Merchant, and the Priest. But, from the letter M
to the and, it may he remaried, and [ owe this
hint to M" Henry Bordier, that sach letter is the
beginning of the Latin name of the characier repre-

| sembod.

S0, at M we sen the Medicus; at N the banker,
Kumerarkur; at O a fat monk, Obesss monachus;
at P a fighting soldier, Predbator. The O 'is less clear;
the obedient nun who quietly follows Death , might |
however be called in Latiu : Quiefa, quasseic, or
gusribunda moxacha. But the R is quite certain, for
we find in it ; Ridens or ridieswfus fofuus, In the S
wa have ihe loxurious woman, Scorfiem. Tha T is




somewhat troublesome: yol in the miustrel driven

to the ground and. urged bo detok by @ facstiong ske-
lidoi, we may read Titwbaes horeo. ALV the galloping
horeeman is perbaps Fedox bomo; ol W the ancient
hermil {s Wotristisshuug foma, the snperlative being
marked by she repelition of the same Jotter. At X
we have deceitfin] gamesters, Xyeophansts, and this

change of S into X & vot st oft inadmiseible, stnce

in the subsequent letter the arlist bae used Yrfars,

when the ordipary form ie-infans. As to Z, il is nsed

ike the Greek O 1o import the idea of the and, aml

conseqmently the artist has put lo it the last jodg- ' o
ment, the end of this eprthly world, s ¥ 3 the end |

of the Alphabet: Borss of thess intdprotations may

eevininly be modifled and impeoved, but we hold as [

undispuidble the idea of seckise in the last thirteen

latterd the beglaning of the Latin name of the iwtended k™

chiracters.

Ope word more, and T close this note. A Mberary
selector af Latin sentepces on Death might be able
to choose from Greek , Roman asd old Christian
sathorn, most magnifioent extracts ; but sueh & thing
was quits impossible for vs. Hore wo' bad o give
twanty-four semtesecs, of & limited extent, each be-

ginning by a differsnt:letter: asd oaly long.ovoush |Ji

“ta sarcoued and support the letter in conbormity
with typographical exigencies.—— As.io the guatrais,
w taight reprint the trapelation writtes in 1784 by

I |
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Hawkins for his edition of a copy of Helbein's fren-
pingr Mortis; but we have chosen (o have tham
made for the most part with the stanzag of the old

transhation of the Macabre's Dance by Joho Lydgate,

and soms new - written in the same style. so that

each may be indicative of the subjest in the letter,
That iz all that ean be gaid on them. P

Parin, 131k Julp , (ABE.




