THE POEM OF THE
BOOK OF JOB DONE
INTO ENGLISH VERSE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649672981

The Poem of the Book of Job Done into English Verse by The Earl of Winchilsea

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



THE EARL OF WINCHILSEA

THE POEM OF THE
BOOK OF JOB DONE
INTO ENGLISH VERSE

ﬁTrieste






h-’i?'nba.:. CT _E:"n- Enq;}l: S T"'«'ojx R
THE

POEM OF THE BOOK OF JOB

DONE

INTO ENGLISH VERSE.

BY

THE EARL OF WINCHILSEA,
CRETH ET N MADONRY, o5

“ Tha penchl of the Holy Ghosd Las labonr’d moeg Ln describlog the aMbctions of
Job than the folkedtles of Solomon,"—Bacon's Essats,

LONDON:
SMITH, ELDER AKD CO, 65, CORNHILL.

ALDO00.LX.






LA

PREFACE.

No man who ever gave it a thought, has doubted that
the Book of Job is‘a.n Eastern poem of unexampled
magnificence ; still Jess will any one doubt it who has
endeavoured to restore it to its original state,

Grand in subject, simple and nnembarrassed in action,
replete with glowing pictures of Fastern life, it repre-
sents with anthority, that which all the greatest poems
of antiquity have shadowed forth in doubt and obscurity,
viz.: the contest between the Powers of Good and Evil
for the possession of man. This argument lies af the
root of the Prometheus Bound; the Nemesis of the
House of Atreus; and the evil star of (Edipus. The
ancients did not fail to perceive that the best men
were often victims of a train of calemities which, per-
sopally, they do not appesr to have merited ; but in
endeavouring to solve this problem, they wandered into
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vi : PREFACE.

every phase of fable and conjecture; and ended, in fact,
by confessing that the matter was foo hard for them,
There never yet was a nation of atheists; or, per-
haps, an individual that in his heart believed what his
tongue might utter—-viz., * that the world and all
within 1t are the result of chance.” The wonders of
nature, the eapacity of man for knowledge, the recur-
rence of day and night, the regularity of seed-time and
harvest, the beactiful and apparent order of the uni-
verse, intimating though it may the presence of a
disturbing Cause, are too marvellous and complete in
themselves to admit of such a solution. Yet, the wisest
men have been the most puzzled to explain the sight of
their eyes, and to erect a satisfuctory system which
should supply at onee the rule and the exception;
accounting for the coexistence of a sustaining and
disturbing cause in nature, and reconciling the divinity
of man's soul, with his infirmifies and his erimes. How
froitless and grotesque in many instances these efforts
have been, it is necdless to relate; but it may be safely
remarked that few of the wildest legends of the Red
Indian, or Central African, are equal in absurdity to
the theories of the refined Greek and imaginative
Brahmin. At the first view of the Homeric posm,
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the want of & solid basis on which to rear the super-
natural cannot fail to strike every cbserver. Homer
(be he one or many) was far too great a master to
ignore the continual interference of a Supreme Power
in the concerns of the world, and the daily life of men,
He accounted for its action after his kind, and his
geniue has shown ws a court of Gods, distinguished
only by a little more power, and a little lesa probity,
from the heroes they patronized. The inevitable result
of this picture must have been to diminish the respect
of his hearers for the deitics whose freaks, friendships,
and infirmities he has satirized so rudely. With
all his anger and fauits, Achilles iz a more gallant
knight and a mere respectable character then Ares;
and the world wonld have had reason to rejoice if
Hector conld have changed places with the Olympian
Zeus, This weak point, then, in his materinla meets
Homer at every turn; and, intimately blended as his
history is with supernatural action, he totally fails in
giving dignity to the intercourse between Gods and
men. His Gods are greater and wiser than men,
simply because it suits him to tell us that they are,
not hecanse he exhibits their superiority either by pre-
cept or example. In short, the progress of the story
b2



wiil PREFACE,

tacitly disproves his own conclusion, and leaves him,
no doulit, aware of the fact,

In the poem of the Bock of Job, however, we are
met by no such difficuliy, The author speaks with
authority ; and marvellous as the tale is, it is intelligible
to the meanest understanding, and’ betrays in itself no
contradiction. It presents the Almighty in a new and
astonishing relation with man; but still just, inscrutable,
and omnipotent. - Grant his machinery to Homer, and
the result is atill poor, uncertain, and disappointing ; but
grant the machinery of the Book of Job, and the action
of the poem is not only sublime, but reasonable and
consistent. The special difference bhetween these two
works, then, is this:—The one gains, the other loses,
whenever the supernatural is introduced. Job's three
friends are beset with the same difficulties which bewil-
dered the Greck poets and philosophers. They ohsti-
nately refuse to admit that a man can reap otherwise
than he sowa; and persist in declaring that Job must
have committed some great and secret crime, which had
brought down upen him such signal punishment. The
patriarch, on the contrary, strong in his own innocence,
takes a much higher view of man's condition, and the
ways of the Almighty. He can understand that it may
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be  good for him to be afflicted,” even without & cause,
and acknowledges that God is just in all his ways, at
the same time that he resolutely denies the truth of the
charges brought sgainst him. In this respect Job's
views are much in advance of his age, and he is re-
warded accordingly. Even under the Jewish dispensa-
tion, temporal prosperity was held to be the test of
virtue, and calamity the badge of vice. It was reserved
for the Christian dispensation to explain how this rule
could be true in many instances, but fail of universal
application ; and that could only be done by introducing
men to another life hereafter, which should restore the
balanee, and make up for the inequalities and short-
comings of this. The plot of the poem ia zimple, but
majestic; and there is no sitzation in the whole range
of poetry comparable 1o the introductory scene, where
Satan is represented as tempting his Maker, and cun-
ningly devising for a good man the severest tripls to
which a mere mortal was ever subjected.

The manners and customs of the East are introduced
in splendid profusicn; and allusions to natural ohjects
are thrown in, with a richness and propriety that em-
braces almost every phase of illustration, and leaves
little for any successor to accomplish, It is difficult to



