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PREFACE.

Tar life of Eelavane, a princess of Georgia, who
suffered mariyrdem doring the reign of Abbes the
Giresat, is one of the many instances of truth that ie
“gtranger than fietion.” Iler story is told by that
enlighiened and instructive traveller, Chardin, who
vigited Peraia and the Caocasus in the yeare 1670-72,
and whose anthority iz uniformly respected by aub-
sequent travellers and historians. He gives an outline
of Circassian history, from the fime of the conqnest of
(Georgia by Ismail Scoffee, the founder of the Booffavean
dynasty, in the middle of the fifteenth century, down
to the period of his wisit. This history is ome con-
tinuous narrative of perssention. él:ll'iﬂﬁulﬂ't-j" RPEaTs
to have existed among the Cancasian tribes from the
earliest Christian times ; but it was mixed up almost
uniformly with s species of paganism. And even
where the priests had most influence, their object waa
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less to regulate the faith and life of the people than to
maiotain the nominal umiversality of their Church.
Chardin says that they told him they “do not maintain
their embassies for any benefit which they reap, but
merely for the glory of the Church.” TYet, without
any vitality of faith, the (Feorgians resisted temptation
and persecution ; and, in the dayes of Abbas the Great,
the people were allowed to worship God according to
their creed.

It is singular that during all these ages of perae-
ention, and while Christianity existed only in name,
the Pereian kings never succeeded in erocting a
moeeque in Cteorgis, except one, within the fort; and
then the priest never showed himself but once, to call
the people to prayers, he having heen greeted by a
shower of stones when he made his appearsnce. In
s chort time popular zeal tors down the buoilding.
These circumstances induced Abbas to extend to
Georgia that freedom of conscience which he boasted
was one of the privileges of his reign. The ruling
prince was alone excepted : it behoved him to profess
the Mahomedsn faith. The Princess Kelavane, who
had been bronght up s Christian, suceeeded to the
princely dignity on the desth of her father and her
hushand, but refused to secept it on the condition of
changing her faith. No threst conld overcome her
rezolution ; snd, according to Chardin, the 8hah, whe
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would neither retraet hia commanda nor allow them to
be evaded, sent orders to the Governor of Shiraz to
meke her a convert st amy coet. The Governor
omitted nothing to overcome her constancy. He made
her suffor sight years' fearful perscention, by so much
the more cruel that be renewed her torturea every day
till she died at last on faming coals, in the year 1624,
Her body waa thrown to the birde of the air; but the
Augustines eonveyed it secretly, to the young prines,
her son.

Buch is & summary ontline of Chardin's sccount of
events which oceurred within the memory of living
men at the period of his sojourn in the conntey; and
to his narrative, and the facta contained in the genersl
history of the time, the Anthor of the following story
of the Princess Kelavane has done his best in the main
to adhere,
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Ewow ye the story of {ueen Kelavane §
Bhe wes no daughter of the days of joy;
Her toars were eonntless as the stars of hesven,
The radiant bestity snd the quesnly grace,
That glorified the morning of her years,
‘Were sighed awaey in sorrow long ere noon.
The ferveur of her solitery faith,
That burn'd like some lone bescon of the ses,
With no kind neighbourhood of hopeful hearts,
Kept shining through the tempest all night long,
Unitil it faded in the dawn of heaven.
And &0 it was, becanse she stood alone

B
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Upon thet solemn pinnacle of truth,

From which her kindred and her people shrank ;
And whence she saw the glory of the heavens,
Above the tempest, as above the clond.

The weight of age, and grief, and Persian honds,
Had bow'd her groy-haired father to the dust.
And he was dead. His grave was scarcely green
Her youthful prince, the father of her babes,

Had perish'd in the Anatolisn wars,

The soldier of the Shah againet the Turk:

And Kelavane was princess of the land.
Alss tha day ! hor grestness was her woe,

It was not that the calm seclrded life

Of Eastern dames was now to her unknown

Nor that Great Abbas ruled the Georgian land,
And mocked her with a territorial name,

That mede her, though a queen, the slave of slaves ;
Nor even that her hapless people mourned

Q'er violated hearths, and ravaged fields,

And Persian harems with their children fill'd :
But that the royal place, which was her right,
The Bhah forbade s Christian prince to hold,

Or yet the heir to shun, or give away :




