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PREFACE.

Tae want of & peneral chronologicsl vicw of the coinags
of the ancients has long beon folt by all who have devoted
any study to this beanch of archmology. It ia this wand
which I have here made a first attomopt to pupply.

In tha choieo and ¢lsssilleation of the eoins described
in the following pages, 1 have thronghout endesvoured
to Ecep simultanccusly in vicw the historic, artistio, amd
strigtly namismatic interest of the coins selected. Thus,
and thuos alvne, bave I foond it possible to present to the
spoctator & folerably completo represcntative sories of the
gold and silver money cutrent throughout the ancient
world in approximate chronologioal order,

This series gives at the pame time a view of the finest
and most intereating (ireek coins in the Nationsl Collec-
tivn. Tutting aside all thecoretieal mathotic methods of
cluarification according to styles and schools of art, my
endeavour has been 1o arrive at one which is mainly
historical. With this object in view T begun by erecting
as many definitely fixed points of comparison aa possible,
that is to say, I chose a certain number of dated coins, or
coine abuut the precise dates of which numismatista are
gemerally agreed. Working by analogy, T next proceeded
to group around these fixed points all such other coins as
seemad to me, on various grounds—numismadiie, historieal,
or artistic—to balong, as nearly aa possible, to the same
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periods. The divieions into periods do not, it will be
moon, exactly correspond with those of the history of
art, but are rather those of the political history of the
timos.

If, then, the reeult of thus grouping together from a
historieal stendpoint specimens of the chief monetary
igsues of all parts of the ancient world prove to be also
8 commentary on the history of the growth, development,
and decline of Greek art, it will be none the less valnabla
for being & thoroughly independent commentary.

As an aid fo those who may not be intimataly acquainted
with the woll-known handbouks of Greek art, s few elight
indicaticns bave besn given, at the head of each period,
of the chief charactoristics of the art of thet period, as
ezsmplified by the most notable eatant scolptures,

The artistic side is, however, hot one of many from
which it i possible to approsch the science of pumis-
matics, and I hope thet it will be found that undna
importance has oot becn attached t0 any one aspect of
interest to the negleot of the gthers,

In the very compreseed form in which alone the
dimensiona of thia little Gmide permit of explinations
of the oving desuribed, prominence has hoen given to the
time and circumstanca of the siriking, and to auch infor-
mation ag i not generally accessible to the public in the
distionariss of classine] archacology.

The wall-casea 82-42 on the left of the entrance to the
Department of Coing and Medals contsin electrotypes of
the finest ancient ooins in the National (ollection, arranged
in euch & manner as to afford a synoptical view at once
higtorical and geographical of the gold and silver coinage
of the ancient world, from the invention of the art of
coining, about go. 700, down to the Christisn era.

The casea of Greek ooing sre divided verfisally into
seven historical compariments. These compartments,
numbered I to VII., contsin the prioncipsl coing current
during the following periods :—
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I.—Circa p.o. T00-480. Feriod of Arohgiz Ard, ending with the Porsisn
Wi,
1L—Circa 5,0, 480400, FPeriod of Troneitional and By Fine A, to
the end of the Athenian supremacy.
IIL—Circa n.c. 400-338, Period of Finest Av¢. Age of the Spartan snd
Theban supremacies,
IV —Cirea B0, 336-280. Period of Later Fine Arf. Age of Alexander
and the CHedoshi,

¥.—Circa B0, 280-180, Period of fhe Decline of Arf, Age of the
Pt g

1]
VI.—Circa p.o. 190-100.  Period of continwed Decline of Arf.  Age of the
Attalide.
VIL—Clren voo. 1001 Fertod of Inde [hroline of Arf.  Ays of Mithr-
dateg the Qreat and of BEoman dominion.

Each of the above geven compartments is divided heri-
sonfally into three geopraphical sectione, the upper omne
(A} containing the coins of Asis Minor, Phenids, Syria,
&e, and Egypt; the middle one (B} thoss of Northern
and Central Greece, the Peloponnesus, and the islands of
the Fgean; and the lowest (O} thoes of Italy, Sieily,
the southern shores of the Mediterraneso, and Western
Europe.

Each of the seven historical compartments thuos offcrs
in its three geographical sections s complate view of Lhe
coins current throughont the civilised world during that
particular cantury or period, the whole forming & sevies of
hietorically sncoessive tableauz.

The individusl specimons are separately labelled and
numbered in each of the twenty-one sections, the nnmbera
reforring o the following Gruide, where sufficiont desprip-
tions and explanations are given.

Barcrar V. Hran,
Heeper of Coing,



LIST OF ABEREVIATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS
OF TEEMS.

AT, aurum (pold): EL, slesfrum, so alloy of gold and eilver; JH,
drgendum (sllver)

O, oboerse, the Tosn of o coln,

Rev. reverse, the Tack,

Type, the principsl devioe npen tha nbrarse or revaree,

Field, the ares Dedwoen the type and the oiecnmference.

Ex. exergue, the Jewer portion of the ares of A onin separnted From
the rest by a giraigit Iine.

Symbol, an accegaory dewing in the fald or emereme,

N.B.—0n tho plates the wotnly A7 und EL are alons indicaded ; ull
the resl arc A,



PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.
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Swce the publication of the second adition of thin Guide
{1881), I have had ocegsion, during the prepamtion of my
larger work Historia Numorum (Oxford, Clarendon Press,
1B87), to re-axamine tray by tray the entira collection of
Orcek coine in the British Mnseum, Thia revision hes
enabled me to make some material improvements in the
text of the Guide. Numerous sed important articles
bave aleo appesred in varions Nuwmnismatic publications
both at home and sbrosd, some of which involve re-
attribations of whole gorice of ooins. The arrangement
adopied in this Guide i fortunately very slightly affacted
by these new discoverics, as they for the meat purt merely
call for an cceasione] chaupge of local attribution sifhin the
periods to which the coins ware previcnsly sssigned. The
moet important re-attributions arc the following : I, A, 10
from Lesboa (7)) to old Smyroa: 1. A. 21 from Olaxomens
to Cyrene; L A, 323 from Colophon to Delus; IL A, 91,
22 Ancorc to Apollonia ad Rhyndacum ; V. B. 28, Allaria
to Lacedasmon ; VI O 4032, and VIL C. 39, Numidia,
Manrotania, to Carthago-Nova(?}, the vapital of the Barcide
dynasty in Bpain.  In tho few Instanoca in whichnuhu,ngg
of pericd as well as of loeality is pecessiteted, the fact
has been noted in the revised teat; buf, &8 cowmplets pofs
of electrotypes have already hoon widely distributed pmvng
British and Foreign Musenme, I have not thought it
advisable to make ohauges in the armanpement of the
Flates, which are consequently identical with those of the
previous sditions, for any slteration in the uombering of
the ppecimons might lead to much confusion in cascy where
this Guide has been guoled s a work of reference. On
the soven roprosentative Plates of tho half-orown edition,
raferences are given to the fully illustrated edition con-
taining seventy Flates.

Bircray V, Hzan,
June, 1585,






