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AN APPEAIL

ETC, ETC,

Trne public have long been accustomed to hear
of the unsettled state of affairs in the River Plate;
yet but very few persons have felt sufficient interest
in the matter to induce them to make themselves
thoronghly acquainted with it. Nor was this at all
to be wondered at, so long as this country abstained
from interfering in the quarrel there; but now that
Government have shewn a disposition to take a part,
the case is changed, and it becomes the duty of
those who from their position have a voice in the
conduct of public affairs to inform themsclves
correctly on the subject. Nor should this duty be
omitted on the plea that Government have better
means of information than private individuals can
have, and would not act without good grounds;
for it is believed a very slight examination will
shew that Government are acting in this matter
under & misapprehension with reference both to the
Justice of the case and the true interests of all
concerned,
A 2
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Aware of the importance of brevity, we shall
with these remarks proceed at once to cur narrative,
taking it up at the year 1838, from which period
dates the origin of all the recent disasters in the
River Plate. At that time General Rosas was at the
head of the government of Buenos Ayres, which is
the chief province of the Argentine Confederation,
on its south bank ; and General Oribe at the head
of that of the republic of the Uruguay, of which
Monte Video is the capital, on the north bank.

In the beginning of that year, the French com-
menced their blockade of Buenos Ayres, and having
no port of their own in which to condemn or sell
their prizes, they wished to make use of Monte
Video for that and other hostile purposes against
Buenos Ayres, but General Oribe refused to join in
this attack wpon the sister republic, and determined
on remaining neutral. The French agents there-
upon stirred up an armed revolution against him—
he was defeated—signed a forced abdication—and
retired to Buenos Ayres,

In his stead was placed in the prasidency General
Rivera, who, indebted for his elevation to the
French, repaid them by lending himself entirely to
their plans. The defeat of General Oribe had been
owing mainly to the help of a body of disaffected
Buenos Ayreans whe had taken refupe in Monte
Video, and had joined Rivera and the French, By
this triple union hostilities were carried on against
Buenos Ayres with the greatest vigour—an army
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was marched into her territory—and reached almost
within sight of the eapital. Thus powerfully as-
sailed, every one supposed she must fall, when
apparently, as by a miracle, she rallied, the inva-
ders were repulsed, and ultimately defeated and
destroyed. The French, too, suddenly patched up
a peace with her, and discontinued their blockade,
which had lasted nearly three years.

It is important to remark here that the British
Government did not interfere at all in behalf of
Buenos Ayres while she was in these straits, but
left her altogether to her own resources.

The hostility of the Monte ¥ideans against Buenos
 Ayres waa not at all mitigated by the loss of their
French allies, On the contrary, after a formal de-
claration of war, they again invaded the Argentine
territory, where they were finally defeated in Decem-
ber, 1842.

On this occasion the Buenes Ayrean forces were
commanded by the Ex-president Oribe. On his
gjection from Monte Video for his refusal to take
part against Buenos Ayres, General Rosas had in
return promised to aid him, at the first fitting op-
portunity, to regain his position st Monte Video.
In the mean time he had been employing himsclf
in the service of Buenos Ayres.

After this victory, he in his torn marched into
the territory of the Mente Videan state, the whole
of which, in the courze of time, submitted to his
authority, excepting oniy the city of Monte Video.
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Not having the means of taking it by storm, he
invested it closely by land, and proposed to do the
same by sea, by the aid of the Buenos Ayres
squadron, which was placed at his disposal. But
the English and French agents, though never going
so far as openly to deny the legality of the blockade,
prevented under various pretexts its ever being put
in force.

This was the state of things in June last—Oribe
posted close outside the city of Monte Video—ithe
Buenos Ayres squadron in front, waiting permission
from the English and French agents to invest it
on the sea-side,~—~the incide party already thinking
of making terms—when England and France inter-
posed in favour of Monte Video, and commenced a
series of measures which threaten a fresh war.

It will be secen from the above that the interven-
tion of the two powers does not appear to be based
upon any principle of justice, This is in favour
rather of Oribe and Buoenos Ayres, because the
former is only seeking to regain his lost president-
ship, and the latter merely repaying the fricndship
of Oribe, and endeavouring te guard against a re-
currence of the attacks of Monte Video,

Nor can we account for the intervention by any
advantages it may he expected to bring to this
country, for the only tie hitherto between us and
the River Plate has been that of commerce, the
ruin of which will be the infallible result of the
intervention if persisted in.
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5till, as Government, it may be supposed, would
not have acted without pood reasons, we propose
to show, that, (though no doubt with the best inten-
tions,) they have acted wrong from incorrect infor-
mation.

One of the main inducements for their interfe-
rence seems to have been an idea that Buenos
Ayres is desirous of destroying the existence of
Monte Video as an independent state. " Now, the
only colour for this apprehension is the circum-
stance of Oribe employing Buenos Ayrean troops
in his service. But if certain Buenos Ayreans
helped to turn him out, why should not others of
the same nation help to reinstate him? That Buenos
Ayres should wish to have a friendly neighbour in
Monte Video mstead of an uniriendly one is quite
natural, The same feeling induced us to assist in
ejecting Napoleon from the throne of France, and
placing the Bourbons in his stead, only we had none
of the French on our side, whereas Oribe has more
of his countrymen for him than against him. Yet
no one would say that the independence of France
has been destroyed by our interference on that oe-
casion. Moreover, both Buencs Ayres and Oribe
have constantly denied any such intention, and he
is a native of the Uruguay State, and for three
years filled the office of President of it without any
imputation upon his patriotism ; indeed his jealousy
of the independence of Lis country, which made
him refuse to beceme a tool in the hands of the



