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dreface,

Tue following extract from the Minutes of the Synod of
New York and New Jersey, at their Sessions held in the City
of Brooklyn, Oct., 1850, and the accompanying remarks,
show the origin and object of this publication.

“The Synod, taking into view the state of that branch of
the Church with which they are connected, believe that their
interests, and the cause of truth and righteousness, will
be promoted by the eareful preparation, and the wide diffu-
sion of a history of the cawses which produced a division of
the Presbyterian Churel in this country ; therefore,

Resolved, That a committes, consisting of five Minisiers
and five Ruling Elders, be appointed to prepare and publish
a brief history of the Tauses which produced this division, and
of the subsequent attempts which bave been made by our
braneh of the Chureh to unite the two Assemblies, together
with the legal rvights of ehurches in which atiempis may be
made to remove them from our connection,”— Minudes of the
Synod, page 15,

The members of the committee were designated as follows:

Rev., . N, Jvon, D, D, How, Joa. C. IIorRSBLOWER,
“ T, H, Sgrxxge, D, D, ¢ (yrus P Sy,
“ E.F. Harfiewn, D, I #  Jonx L. Misox,
o Jos. 5, GraLLAaGuen, “  Trawn. Hamses,
“ 8 T. Srean, “  WiLLias JEssur.
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Vi I'REFACE,

Till within a reeent period the hope was ehevished that the
necessity of such a history as that which this resolution
contemplates, would be superseded by the union of the two
branches of the Presbyterian Chureh,  Repeated overtures
have been made by our Asserably to that of our brethren for
the purpose of securing this object, all of which have been
rejected by ther, as will be seen by the perusal of the follow-
ing history. The report of the committee of their last As-
sembly upon “the Memorial of the Presbytery of Rochester,
asking the Assembly to adopt measures to effeet a wnion
between the two Lranches of (he Presbytevian Chureh,” and
the haste withy which the tansfer of the Third Chareh, New-
ark, was madeto the Presbyvtery of Elizabethtown against the
respectful and earnest remonsiranee of a minority of said
Chureh, and another [rom members of the Presbytery of
Nowark, and elders of the ehurches under its care, show
beyond all controversy that the only union, which the lead-
ing members of their branch of the Church contemplate, is
by the absorption of our ministers and churches,

In these eircumstances we arve called upon either to admit
that the principles which governed us in the organization of
the Assembly of 1838, and in our uniform eourse of action
ginee, were wrong ; oy in the spiril of the Gospel, manfully
to defend them. We eannot [or a moment lesitate which
alternative to choose, That all our actsio the peculiarly try-
ing circumstances in which we bave been placed, ave faultless,
we would by no means assert. "That the geineiples which
in the main have governed us in the unhappy controversy,
forced upon us by our brethren, ave correet, nud that it is
our imperative duly {0 defend them, weare as fully persuatded
as that it is our duty “earncstly to contend for the fuith
which was onee delivered unto the samts,”

Other reasons eall for the history contained in the fallow-
ing pages, Solong as any ground of hope remained that
the two branches of the Chureh might soon be united, but hit-
tle was said or published by the one to which we are attached,



