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Introduition,

——
&

I'r is with regret that the Author of this. Address has long ob-
served the injuriots effefls on the minds of the rising generation,
which lpdligl from their being, in too many hstm'au,'uqht
by habit rather than principle, in many of the most ueeful
branches of the liberal arts.

In this address it is not the anthor’s intention to intermed-
die with any system but that wherein he hopes to prove himself
in some degree a judge, as well as a professor; therefore. he
wishgs to submit to their serious attention those impediments,
which, even at this enlightened period, obscure the art of draw- ,
ing ; which art is still much retarded by some, who, for reasons
best known to themselves, would persuade the world that it is
but & mere art, or knack, without any scientific principle ;
though it is well koown to involve in its capacious field of prac-
tice, a multiplicity of sciences, destitute of which, in a' certain
degree, no one can reasonably expeéi fo succeed 25 an imitator,

But be hopes that drawing is now too generally and exsen-
sively - understood, by the discerning part of mankind, for so
vague an insinuation a5 the one complained of, much longer to
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retain any credit; the art being nt this day so enlarged, that it

has been found expedient to divide it into numerous classes, mowt

of whieh are discovered to be replele with certain laws, that are
a5 free {rom error as the mathematics.—

Which he trusts he shall prove by incontestable faﬁs, and
thereby demonstrate the unecessity of teaching thew, in the plain-
est and most simple manner ; describing the unerring rules of li-
neal and aerial perspeftive, under two of the most distiné and
most docible forms, the round and square solids; which,
through more than thirty years' experience, he has found to be
applicable to most parposes, for defining both the above systems
of perspefiive. Nor does he offer these as any thing néw, but as
the most useful essentials for forming the inexperienced mind, so
as to enable the pupil who is thus instrofted, io understand and
account for effefts, by a perfe@ knowledge of their canses.

He most readily acknowledges his obligations to those, from
whom he had the good foriune to receive instrutions; for to
their zeal he is indebted, not only for the information he then
derived, but for all the discoveries he has been prompted to
" search after, as inspired by their precepts and examples.

These precepts and examples, rather than his own, are what
ke wishes to recommend ; and will endeavour, in the course of
this work, to enable his readers to judge wherein those truly es.
sential principles have been carefully adopted ; without which,
he will veature to say, no true knowledge of drawing can be at,
tained, however well the hand may have been bmght to aft a$
a machine. - E




AN

ADDRESS.

IT furely muft be allowed, that in thofe claffes of
drawing that relate to the imitation of the produc-
tions of art, we never can fucceed unlefs we are
thoroughly acquainted with. that part of the me-
chanical theory which belongs to the yifible con-
ftruction, or that which prefents itfelf to view, whe-
ther we are to depiét it externally or internally.
We may, at leaft fubftantiate this in the inflance of
naval and civil architecture ; without which, in fome
_degree, it is vain to attempt a reprefentation of any
marine or territorial buildings, as fhips, boats, houfes,
churches, &c. And equally as effential are the prin-
ciples of perfpetive, for both orders of buildings,
through every defcription, whether in a perfect ftate
or in ruins: for this ofeful feience is fo intimately
connected with all the laws of vifion, that we are un-
able 1o group together any objecls that are produced
by nature or art in the manner we ought, unlefs its
points and lines are familiar to us. In fhipping, in-
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deed, we have need of a knowledge in many nautical
operations. I am certain, that though fame may
deride, yet no one can difprove my affertion; they
can only urge that genius thould not be fhackled :
though in this they fhould be right, yet it appears
plain, that to be deflitute of knowledge in the dif-
ferent parts of purfued pradice, occafions numerons:
difficalties which are the heavieft fetters that an.in-
genious mind can be Iuadcd' with ; and, furely, true
well-regulated fyftems of knowledge are the only
means of fetting the mind at liberty. Such fyftems,
though they lead the pupils, are only guides within
call to the well informed.’

The immortal Sir Jofhua Reynolds was certainly
of this opinion, when he advifed his pupils to have
the compaffes in their eye, rather than in their
hand : but he did not then fpeak to thofe who had
never held a pair in their hand; no! he fpoke to
fach as Had ufed them fo judicioufly, that he fup-
pofed their mental perception was become fo per-
feét, as to anfwer the purpofe even of dividers, to
their corporeal organs: To firengthen this, does he
not, in another place, blame his younger graduates
for prefuming to draw from their own heads, as they.
termed it? He admonithes them firft to colleé a
ftore of knowledge therein, before they make the at-
tempt.*® : X

* Vide the scven first ledlurs to the Royal Academy.
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" What is this knowledge ! is it merely how to
* manage the pencil ?—I fancy not! Though even

this is ufeful, when we know for what and for why:

but, in order to this, there furely muft be a predeter-
mined’ motive, as well as a prefent moving inten-
tion ; and it muft precede the aét, or it will be to
no more. purpofe that the hand is in motion, than
for a man to move his feet without knowing a fiep
of his road, and therefore forbearing to proceed; in
which cafe, I fuppofe they will both arrive at their
deflined end together.

And how is this knowledge to be obtained ? is it
to be acquired by habit only ?—Moft affzredly it is
not! It muft be from well-adjufted principle. It
muft "be attained either by attentive reading with

clofe application, or by fyfiematic tuition, faithfully

communicated by the teacher, and earneftly adhercd
to by the pupil.
This, 1 hope, will appear clearly rational, when

confidered-in the different points of view ; in which I

fhall endeavour to fhow my reader fome of the plea-
fures and benefite as are the refults of a feientific
mode of inftrution in any of the arts, and the un-

profitablenefs of wafling the time in learning habits

only.
I thofe fubjects which we ftudy from nature,
where, like fome of Euclid’s elements, which are
evenly odd, and oddly even, thefe are mofily regu-
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larly irregular, yet the figure and proportions in
each fpecies are fo certain, through all \jts variety of
productions, that, with a little attention, we may
trace each to is clafs; and, if we are acquainted
with the ufes for which the fubjeét. before us is de-
figned, we may foon difcover the produétion that is
moft perfect or moft beautiful in its kind, and there-
by fittelt for our imitation ; in which we cannot fuc-
eeed, however we may flatter ourfelves, till we have
well confidered the form of its contour and the pro-
portions of its parts: otherwife, the beholder might
have caufe to doubt whether we have meant here¢by
to prefigure a cow or an afs, a tree or a cabbage.
This proves the truth of an affertion which I am
* forry to make, that, in general, we are fuch heedle(s
fpe@tators, that we fee without perceiving, As-art-
ifts, who fhould wifh to excel in our profeffion, this
is an_inexcufable folly ; for we are often called on to
draw, or paint, that which at the moment we want it
i6 not to be met with even ig a print; and if we at-
tempt it, from the imperfe impreffion of fo tran-
fient a glance, we do worfe than nothing ; for we
lofe our labour and our time, together with the good
opinions of our friends.
. But the defign of this little work is not to make
out a lift of the foibles of human natare, but to
prove the neceffity there is to inform the minds of
youth, while we train their hand to the practice of




