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Wura Hauw,
June 28th, 1859,

Exlract from the minntey of the American Whig Svcioty :
“Rpsorvgn, That the thauks of thix Hociety be tendered to
the Rev. J. H, MeIlvaine, D.D., for hiz able and eloquent addvess
delivered to-day, and that o copy be requested for publication”

June 28th, 1869,

H. C. CAMERON, }
WM. (. UPSON, L Com.
HENRY GOLDTHWAITE, )

Exbraat from the minates of the Anaal Mecting of the Clivacphic Badkety,
Juno 28ih, 1264

Resorven, That the thanks of this Society bo presented to the
Rev. Joshua H. Mellvaing, D, 1., for the eloquent and instractive
Address this day delivered before the Literary Societics of the
Cotlege, and that a Comuittes be appolnted to unite with a similar
Committer of the American Whig Society, in regpesting 8 copy of
the Address for publieation,

JOBK T. DUFFIELD,
B. k. CRAVEN,
H. E, RUSSBELL.






ADDRESS.

GENTLEMEY OF THE CLIOSOPHI0 AND AMERIOAN WHIG
HooIETIne i —

1 shall have the hononr to discourse hefore you to-day
of the prineiples and laws of social progress; and of
these, in the endeavor to elucidate THE RELATIONS BETWEEN
Crvin, GovirsyMyst anp REeLioron, UNDER AmMER1oax In-
sorrrrions.  There are gfave questions comnected with
this subject, which I am persnaded must soon be re-open-
ed in this country, and come to engage the most earnest
thinking of our time. With no affectation of modesty,
T must be allowed to express my deep regret, that the
disenstion of there has not fallen on the present oecasion
inta other and ablex hands. :

Let us observe, then, at the outaet, that a eertain faith
and hope of human progress are interwoven with the
very fibres of parental affection. We find it eagy to per-
suade onrselves that onr children will reflect honour apon
sy and that we shell be comforted, with respect to our
own ervors and failures in life, by their suceesses and hap-
pincss. On w ecertain occasion,  good and wise father
called hie som into his presence, on the day he came of
age, and said, My son, yon are na longer 4 child ; you
are now & man, From this time you have no master but
God. God and your country now eall you to liberty and
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to duty. Twish you to remember, my son, that it was
over the aim of your father to be a man, to act & man's
part in e and that his hononr is now ecommitted into
your hands.  You will not beveay, nor tarnish i, That
was all he il to the young man, but ag he turmed away,
with a tear of pavental hope and pride, he goitly added,
“It is an honest lad; the boy will not discredit his namae;
be will do befter than hia father haz dope.”

A single penoralization from this fier gives us the faith
and hope of the huwan heart in that physieal, mental,
sid moval devetoprmont of the race, which wa call by the
name of social o historicad progross.  This faith we hold
to be indestructible. It is true, indecd, as every thinking
wan must be well aware, that much of what is ealled Eiy
the name of progress is misealled. If the destinies of
humanity were in the hands of many whe vociferate this
word, bt who are only eamp-followers to the army, intent
on plinder, no victory could ever be gained, organized
society would soon be dissolved, and the world engulfed
in perdition. Notwithstanding, from the times of the
Hebrew prophets, in whose glowing predictions it finds
its most sublime ntrerances, thiz has ever Been the faith
and hope of all the great and good of mankind. Tt ia,
indeed, the' light of human life, without which life itseld
would be intolerable. We cannat helieve in a perma-
nently retrogade movement. No, the deop and fervent
aspirations of onr hearts, and the faithful striving of our
hands, are not doomed to end in disappointment. The
suceeeding do enter into the Labonrs, and profit by the
expetience, of praceding genemtions. Human reason is
a nobler endowment than the instinet of the heaver,

A little attention, however, to the phenomens of his-
tory reveals the striking faet, that this progress is never
in a direct line, but in a zig-zag movement, ke that of a
ship beating to windward ; which may well illustrate the
actnal condition of ooy fallen humanity, From the rocial
evils of @ given system of philosophy, or prevailing solu-
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tion of the great plohlems of life, a renrtmn gota in, un-
der the mﬂuenee of which the conrse of human ﬂiought
ghoots fur over into the opposite extreme. When the
evils of this extreme berin to make themselves exten-
sivelw folt, and others, oTe grieyous, sre threatening ns,
like “hreakers ahead' a gimilar reaction takes phice
again the word is passed, Abpont ship | helm hard down 1”
When wu eome wp into the wind, and if we do not miss
stays, and fall off spon rocks or quicksands, we go about,
and He over on the other tack, But head as close to the
wind as we possibly can, wé soon find oureclves, not in-
deed in the same, but in a gimilar extreme to the fivst.
In the mesntime u certain progresa bas been achieved,
vet by no means so great ad he imagines, who watches
onlv the motion of the vessel through the water, but does
not lift his eyes to the guiding eonstellations of heaven.

Bometimnes, where the wind is dead ahend, and the
channel very narrow, as in France for the last hundred
years, these courses arc very shovt. There we have the
apotheosis of despotism under Loniz XTIV, the experi-
ence of the evils of that oxtreme, the subsequent reac-
tion, and the subversion of that anclent and renowned
monarchy, Next the opposite extreme of Jucobinisim,
the Heign of Terror, the reaction, and the congequent
overthrow of the first Republic.  Follewing this we have
the military throne of the first Napoleon, under whom
the conrse of national thonght ran on in the same direc-
tiom, through the sorvows of France depopulated by in-
cossant wars, and of Paris oceupied by the allied armies,
reaching at length the extreme point of the restoration
of the uncient dynasty, with most of its obsolete tradi-
tions. Henee, again, a similar reaction towards repub-
licanisny, stretehing through the second expulsion of the
Bourbone, and the reign of the Citizen King, to the pro-
vigional government, and the second Republie. And yet,
agoin, o reaction set in against this mevement, not o
muLh as it wonld secin, hecause of any extremes which



