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CHAPTER I
THE 18LAND,

= plow heantifl benenth the maming rky
The fevel soa outeiretehes like n inka
Farene, when uol a 2w 15 n™ake
T eerl the gilded peosant gHding by !
Within n Iwrweshwt Diraid 1eolmkldl
FPrasents its Lime-warn ming, oy nnil grey
A& mwopanent of eld, remeining still
Lonely, when afl tta beothren fre sway.®
I 8. Moms.

(7op is often pleased, in the administration of
the affuira of earth, to employ the feeblest in-
struments, as they appesr to us, for the ac-
complishment of most mperlant ends 3 and te
select ‘what we might be apt to deem the moest
unpromising spots, a5 centres of great and
world-famous changes in the affairs of men. Of
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thig the entire eourse of the church's history
furnishes striking illostrations. The calling of
Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees, a locality
otherwise o utterly wnknewn to history, that
it is aely by conjecture that its position oo the
map can be now identilied ; the selection of
dudma, a nuere corner of the earth, and connected
with none of the preat monarchies of the anciont
world, as the scene of those special revelations
of Hig being and perfections, by the knowledge
of which the whole world 1z nlhmately to be
recoversd from a state of rebellion and misery
e o state of joyful sebmiesion to his will ; the
cheice of Bethlehem, a gmall village appertain-
ing to the sinallest of the tribes of Isracl, as the
birthplace of the great IMehverer, by whom
the race of man iz o be saved; the appoint-
ment of twelve bumble, pooy and for the most
part literate men, as the apestles of that fuitly
which is destined to supersede all others, and
regenerate the whole agpeet of human society (—
these, with a mulitude of like instances,
strikingly show that, in this respect ay in
others, God's thoughte are net ocur thoughts,
neither are his waya our ways, When man
would produce any great result, he belakes
himsell’ to what appear the mightiest agents



THE ISLAND. 9

and the most promising circumstances for the
carrying out of his plan : when God would
effect ony of biz preat ends, he chooses ¥ the
foolish things of the world to confound the
wise; and God Lath chnsen the weak things of
the world to confeund the things which are
mighty ; and base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath God chaosen,
yea, and things which are not, to bring to
nought thinga that are: that no flesh should
plory in hig presenee,” 1 Cor. i, 27—2%

Tt 15 the design of thiz book to unfeld the
]:r_istur}' of a locabity, which human wisdom
woull nover have selected a3 a centre of n-
flnence, bt which God was pleazed to employ,
many aree back. as the secne of some of tha
most important cvents in the early ecclesiastical
history of this and adjoining countries. One of
the emallest of the British ieles, situated near
a rogged and barren cosst, surrounded by
danrerous seas, and possessing no sources of
mnternal wealth, lowa, haa obtained an impe-
rishable place in history, as the seat of eivilizn-
tion and religion, at a time when the darkness
of heathenism ]'mrlg aver almost the whole of
northers Europe, and as the soures whenee thesa
blessings were very widely diffused in countries

A2
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whose inhabitants have ever since been in the
foremnost ranks of the human race,

Thiz interesting little island has been known
by different names, all of which are of Celiie
origin, and all of which bave a refcrence more
or less dircetly fo ile repmtalion as a seat of
learning and rebigion, In the earliest fumes,
hefore the introduction of Christlanity, i re-
celved o pame, by which it is sometimes stll
designated by the [lighlanders, [Iuniz-non-
Drrwidneach, the Isle of the Droide, from the
siroumsatance that this body had & eoliere there,
Ry the early wribors it iH*i‘IEcqanﬂ}r ealled .’Ty
or mura dorrcetly B, (prooounced Ee,) which
mennd island, 2 pame which # seems to have
borne by way of éminende; just as in Seripture
tha Esuplrates i3 coiled ' ffe river," amd as
among the ancient Romina ¥ the city " meant
Rome, Afler 5t Columba, by his residenee in
it, had asaoviated it inseparahly with his name,
and whet, in copseiquenco of this, it became a
fuvourite place of sepuliure for those whose rank
entitled them, and whise devotion prompted
them to hsk a resting-place for their bones
among its sacred disb, it came to be called
Ti-Cholum-chitle, that is, the island of Columba's
cell, of cemetery, a name which it still retains



