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Commonboenlth of Passuchusetts,
REPORT.

The Metropolitan Park Commission submits herewith its
seventh annual report.

The cost of the Metropolitan Parks and Parkways is to be
paid for, under chapter 419 of the Acts of 1899, by the cities
and towns of the distriet in annual payments according to
an apportionment to be made every five years, beginning in
1900, by a special commission appointed by the Supreme
Judicial Court. This provision of law ja in amendment of
that contained in the Park Aet, chapter 407 of the Acts
of 1893, and the Boulevard Aect, chapter 288 of the Acts
of 1894 ; and in further amendment of &n act of 1896, chapter
550, which set aside the first apportionment and required
this Board to complete its aequirements before 1900, in order
that the full benefits likely to come to every portion of the
district might be apparent at the time of apportionment,

The Commission is able to report at this time that snb-
stantially all the lands for the systemn ontlined by the general
plap of 1893 have not only been anthorized but have also
been acquired or are now in process of mequirement. The
exceptions are merely certain portions which are to be con-
gidered in special reports which the Legislature hag ordered,
and a comparatively small amonnt of acquirements which,
having been onoce authorized by the Legislature, have been
omitted from the takings because the apprepriations have
proved insufficient to warrant the Board in including them,
These portions will doubtless he provided for; so that with
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the special reports hefore it, the Legislature of 1900 will be
enabled to carry ont substantiaily the wishes expressed in
the Act of 1896, and make apparent at the time of apportion-
ment the full benefits to be enjoyed by every portion of the
district.

When the first apportionment was set aside, provision
was also made that until the year 1900 interest and sinking
fund charges and the expemses of care and maintenance
should be charged to the appropriations provided by loans;
but that, beginning in 1900, they should be provided by an
ennual appropristion for that purpose, and be included in
the State tax for the year, The present report, while
including a brief summary of the work of the past year, will
therefore be chiefly devoted to s financial statement and re-
view of the entire work sceomplished since 1893, and to =
consideration of the manner in which development and ade-
quate care and maintenance ought to be provided for.

The bath-house at Revere Beach was rebuilt early in the
year, and its previous accommodations nearly doubled.
A new leundry, police station and boiler house were added,
and sll the buildings made as fireproof as possible, Land
has been acquired for a parkway to Sangus River, and the
permission of the United States government for a bridge to
Lynn bas been secured; both will be built when the High-
way Commission is enabled to construet a connecting road
in Lynn, for which it bas already acquired land. Revere
Beach Parkway has been completed south from Charles Eliot
Circle to Winthrop Avenue, and land has been taken for
ite extension through Hevere, Chelsen and Evereif to Fells-
way in Medford, just across Mystic River from Somerville.
Work ppon this parkway fo the extent of appropriations
available has been begun,

Winthrop Beach and the road zlong its crest have been
acquired, and a sea wall one mile long has been built. The
roed itself and a new bridge over the railroad will be built
in the spring, Tho town is paying one-third of the cost of
this work, and will care for it when completed,

Fellsway bas been completed to Broadway, Somerville.
Mystic Valley Parkway has been extended and completed
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to the Folls at the former Mi. Vernon Btreet entrance in
Winchester. About one mile of border road has been built
along the south boundary of the Fells in Medford. Land
has been given by Mr. Peter C. Brooks and Gen. Samuel C,
Lawrence slong both sides of Whitmore Brook, for an
entrance to the south-easterly corner of the Fells, The
shores of Mystic River have been acquired by this Board
from Mystic Lake to Medford city lands, just below Crad-
dock Bridge. From near this point the remaining shores
in Medford have been acguired by the Park Commission of
that city, at an estimated cost of $50,000, to Fellsway at the .
Revere Beach Parkway. Land in Medford and Somerville,
thought necessary for wharves and other commercial uses,
was not included in these takings.

Land has been acquired for a parkway fmm Charles River
at Gerry’s Landing to Fresh Pend. Of this & considerable
portion is to be the gift of John O, Gray, Esq. For the
extension of this parkway to Mystic Lake, investigations
are being completed along two romtes through Arlington,
That town has appropriated $45,000 to enable its Park Com-
mission to assiet, and the two Boards are in consultation.
Along Charles River, the Speedway, drive and dyke between
North Harvard Street and Western Avenne in Boaton,
Brighton District, and & suitable administration building,
have been completed. At Newion Upper and Lower Falls
the dams have heen repaired, the banka of the river clearsd
of shanties and rubbish, and a short plece of border road
bailt.

In the Blue Hills & new road has been built from Quiney
to Pine Tree Brook entrance. A stable has been built at
headquarters, a nursery established and important work of
torestry begun. Blue Hills Parkway has been practically
finished from Mattapan to Canton Avenoe, Milton, and is
open to public nse, A road has been built in Stony Brook
Reservation from Gordon Avenue, Hyde Park, to connect
with the road to West Roxbury Parkway of the Boston Park
System.

On Neponset River, the portion of Fowl Meadows between
Green Lodge Street and Paul's Bridge bas been acquired,



8 METROPOLITAN PARKS. [Jan.

largely by gift of My, Augustus Hemenway. Mr. Hemen-
way also gave $10,000 and the 1ate Charles Van Brunt gave
$5,000 towards the cost of the remaining lands. Other por-
tions of the river bank not occupled by large business con-
cerns are in process of soquirement. On the lower river
Milton Marshes and some upland in Boston have been ac-
quired to Granite Street, Land in this section was given
by Mr. N. T. Kidder, the heirs of the late Oliver W, Peabody
snd those of Johm M. Forbes.

Hart’a Hill in Wakefield is being acquired at the joint cost
of this Board and the Park Commission of that town.,

In pursuance of the intention of the Legislature of 1899
in making appropriations a small portion of Nantasket Beach
has been acquired, and other acgnirements will soon be made.
Land is about to be taken from Hancock Street near Neponset
Bridge to Quiney Shore, thence along that shore and Furnace
Brook to the easterly end of Blue Hille; also land from
Paul’s Bridge to Great Blue Hill at the westerly end of that
reservation, and land for & walk and drive on Lynn Shore,
in extension of King’s Beach.

Investigations are sbout completed for special reports
directed by the Legislature as to a parkway from Charles
River fo Mystic River, and from Dedham to Stony Brook
Reservation and from the Fells to Lynn Woods and Lynn
Woods to Revere Beach.

Petitiona have been received for a parkway from Woburn
along Horn Pond to the Mystic Valley Parkway; for the
aequirement of Nahant Beach in extension of Oceanside Park,
Lynn; and for eome minor acquirements. The subject-
matter of these petitions ia being investigated.

Each appropriation for this work has been made by the
Legislature aftar an exhaustive hearing upon a petition pre-
sented by citizens or municipalities of the district, and has
been based upon the reports of the Commission. While
these appropriations have heen general in form, and have
left the Commission free from ingtructions, the purpose for
which they were made has been well understood and hss
been followed as far as possible. The result has been that
the distriot, the Legislature and the Commission have been



