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ISVARAPRATYABHIJNA WITH THE VIMARSINI,

INTRODUCTION.

GENERAL—Eighth and ninth centuries of the
Christian era seem to have witnessed a  religious
upheaval in the Valley of Kashmir. The religious
atmosphere was, during this period, so dim that even a
ray of clear light was not visible. As a consequence
hereof, the conversion of the valley into a battleground
was inevitable. The heart was dethvoned and the
head held the day, Tender feelings of devotion and
piety had to retire when the sophistications were in
for the race to win suzerainty over the realm of
thought. Different theologians and philosophers
delivered series of sermons sometimes for and some-
times against the belief in God. The masses, the
audience of these, had their brain not so developed
and evolved as to meet them with a view to approba-
tion or otherwise. Hence, they longed for a respite,
for a settled svstem of theism, for rational demonstra-
tion of the S'iva Dars'ana or the Saivaistic Ideal
monism which wias so far known in and through
practice only. And there appeared on the scene, amidst
such circumstances, a Siddha of the type of Vasugupta.
He invited the views of the contemporary thinkers
and dismissed them, one by one, not by the quotation of
Seriptural Texts but by cogent reasoning. In so doing
he was, as tradition would have it, assisted by Maha-
deva who revealed to him the Sivasitras. How far
he achieved success in this direction can be measured
by the present-day creed of the Kashmirian Pandits.
By placing within the easy reach of the masses the
sacred doctrine of the Sitras and by his free and
frequent lectures thereupon, he considered that the
message was communicated to Kashmir, with which his
heavenly Father had sent him.
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The sacred cause was taken up, later on, by
Siddha Somanandanitha. He addressed himself to the
task of rendering the ideal monism, or the “S'ivadrsti,”
to quote his own word for the svstem, acceptable, as
based on grounds of pure reason, by his reasoned
expositions both written and oral. The former is be-
queathed to us in what is called the *Sivadreti,” The
latter was the well won privilege of his contemporaries,

His efforts were, in tum, carried on and continued
by Utpaladeva son of Udavikara. He is the only
disciple, so far known, of the great teacher Somananda.
As such, he could not help joining his tune to that of
his teacher to glonly the Sivadisti, He gave a
detailed view of the Sivadmsti which he calls a
Prakarana or a treatise. Thus the Sivadmwti and the
Is'varapratvabhijiii differ only in name, Their basis
and scope are identical,

THY FOUNDER OF THE PRATYABHIJNA
SCHOOL.—Somananda Iaid the foundation stone of the
Pratvabhijii School of Kashmir. It is referred to as the
valuable heirloom of the Tryambaka School, Indeed,
the later writers, without any reserve or formality,
acknowledge their indebtedness to him for the careful
conservation of this ancestral treasure which they have
so freely drawn upon. He was a disciple of Vasugupta
if not actually at least in thought, For in the extant
writings of Sominanda nothing i1s found to contradict
wvasugupta's view. In fact, the latter’s teachings are a
mere declaration of his faith and religion which have
been strengthened and supported by being logically,
all the more, demaonstrated by the former, to wit,
Somfnanda. The terminating verses of Sivadrsti tell a
good deal about Sominanda’s descent from the Sage
Durvasas who, under the command of Srikantha (or
Siva ), taught anew the eternal S7aiva Faith through
the line of his mind-born sons Tryambaka ete, The
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mind-born sages continued the line of Tryambaka
upto the fifteenth generation the representative
whereof, however, contrary to the hereditary usage,
took a Brahmin wife who Dore him a son named
Sarigamiditya. In the course of his peregrinations, the
latter settled in Kashmir and of him was bomn Varsa-
ditya, He was succeeded by Aruniditya the father of
Ananda. It is to this Ananda that the famous founder
of pratyabhijid, 4.¢., Somananda, owes his birth (see
Sivadrsti, end of the yth Ahnika ),

ISVARAPRATYABHIJNA AND ITS SOURCES,
Somananda was devoutly followed by Utpaladeva one of
the chiel exponents of the pratyabhijnd S'astra. He
makes a frank avowal of his pupilage to Siddha
Soménanda as is manifest from internal evidences of his
extant writings ( Cf. Sivadrsti Vrtti, 2nd verse*). He
has brought into bold relief what was given in outline
by his Guru. In fact, his famous work “Isvarapra-
tyabhijid"” is the reflection of the wisdom taught by
Sominanda.® There might have been other sources,
known to Utpala, from which he collected the material
to interweave the fabric of Is'varapratyabhijia. But
such sources are irrevocably Jost to us now. All
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