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“Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger hesrt, the kindlier hand ;
Ring out the darkness of the land,

Ring in the Christ that s to be."
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CHAPTER I
THE CORE ASSIZES (CONTINUED).

AT length the suspense, painful and apparently
protracted, passed away. The judge next
morning took his seat in Court, and Michael
Doherty's case was called on without loss of
time.

The prisoner stands at the Bar. Loud and
painful sobs are heard in Court.

“If the young woman I hear weeping,”
said the judge, * be the prisoner’s wife, I think
both for her sake and the prisoner’s, whom she
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will only unnerve, she will do better to retire
from the court. Let her be taken care of in
the precincts.”

“ Prisoner at the bar, Michael Doherty,”
began the clerk of assize, *you stand charged
with firing a gun at Sir Roderick Norman,
Baronet, of the Manor, with intent to murder
him ; and by a second count you stand charged
with firing a gun with intent to do him some
grievous bodily harm. Say, are you guilty or
not guilty ?

“ Guilty,” said Michael, dropping his head
on his breast.

The court for the moment was taken quite
aback.

After a short pause, Mr. Smallmeed rose
and said, “ May I interpose for one moment,
my lord? I appear with wy brother Wig-
more for the prisoner who, I think, misunder-
stands the question put to him. He admits
the charge of firing, but whether the intent
were to murder, or do some grievous bodily
harm, is the question we are to try, and in this
sense perhaps your lordship will permit the
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‘plea of guilty to be withdrawn, and that of not
guilty to be substituted ? "

“I quite concar, brother Smallmeed,”
observed the judge; *‘that is really the ques-
tion before the court, and under the plea of
guilty we can of course try nothing. Mr.
Attorney, as I see you present, I presume you
appear for the prosecution ; 1 shall be glad to
hear you on the point.”

The junior members of the bar muttered all
“Well done, Smallmeed,” and Mr. Wigmore
felt nettled that his junior had seen the way
out of the dead lock more quickly than he had
himself. But Wigmore was not an ungenerous
man, and turning to his junior who sat on his
left, whispered to him, * Thank you, Small-
meed, you put that point forcibly and well.”

The attorney-general quite approved of the
course, He felt it was best for the public that
the facts of the case should come out fully;
and assenting, the judge ordered the plea of
guilty to be withdrawn, and that of not guilty
to be recorded in its place.

“Who appears for the prosecution? who



