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PREFACE

Tae position which is taken in the following chapters
with regard to the composition and date of the Old
Testament Books, ss expleined in the Introduction, is
that which is generally adopted by Old Testament
scholare at home and abroad. Among writers who
are members of the Church of Epgland the resder
may be referred to Prof. Driver, in hia works as cited
in this Text-book (off especially p. 1}; Prof. SBanday,
Inspiration, Lectures iii..v.; Prof Kirkpatrick, The
Doctrine of the Prophets ; Prof. Ryle, The Early Nar-
ratives of Gemesiz, ete. ; Mr. Ottley, Aspects of the
Old Testament : among Secttish writers to Prof. A, B.
Davideon, the author of commentaries on Job and Ezekiel
in the Cambridge Bible for Schools, gte. ; and Prof, G, A,
Bmith, the avthor of commentaries on [eaiah and the
Minor Prophets in The Expositor's Bibie, and The Historical
Gesgraphy of the Holy Land : and generally to the articles
on Old Testament subjects in Dr, Hastings' Dictlonary of
the Bibie, Among Roman Catholic churehmen who adopt
the same position may be mentioned the Abbé Loisy, in
Lex Etudes Ribliques, snd Baron F. Von Hilgel, The
Historical Method and the Documente of the Hezateuch,
and The Church and the Bible (zee Dublin Review, April
and October, 1885).

Further study of the Theology of the Old Testament
may be made with great profitin Dr. Schale's Old Testn-
ment Theology (English traps. 1802), snd in many of
the articles in the new Dictionary of the Bibis above
mentioned.
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THEOLOGY

INTRODUCTION

COMPOSITION AND DATE OF THE DOMES
OF THE OLD} TESTAMENT

As a preliminary to the proper subject of this Text-Book
it ie nepessary to indicate, in brief outline, the priuuipnj
results of the historical criticism of the Old Testament
Literature which will be presupposed.

A discussion of the methods by which these results have
been reached, or of the grounda upon which they rest,
would here ba out of place; and the reader iz therefore
roferred to Dr. Dedver’s Indroduntion fo the Literaturs of the
(id Testament for all gquestions which coneern the date,
suthorship, and strecture of the Old Testament books.
The following sketch represents nothing more than a shert
statement of a few of the main points upon which there is
u general consensus of opinion among Biblical students.

The Hexateuch, —The Fentateuch is not the composition
of a gingle author, written and completed in its present
form at the commencement of [srael’s national life, but
congists of several documents of very vartons ages, finally
welded together at a relatively late date. Thess docn-
ments, which run through all the Pentateuch books
except Denteropomy (which stands apart}, are found to
have their due continuation in the Boeok of Joshua, so
that, for the purpose of sccurate statement, it is reason-
able to ineiude this latter book with the preceding group,
and to speak of the Hevafeueh, Analysis of the books
of the Hexateuch (exelusive of Deuteronomy) divides the
narrative into two brosd divisions, the one of which is
often termed the Prophetical nerrative, the other the

A



2 OUTLINES GF OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY

Pricatly narrative. As the Prophetival narrotive is certainl
by far the earlier in date, we will deal with this first. 4

The name * hetical* is weed mainly in contradis-
tinction to that of the other narrative, in which the priestly
tone of thought is sirongly apparent. The narrative can-
not, bowever, ba said to have been written with any very
marked zod specific religicus purpose ; except in so far as
it presemnts us with the ancient traditions which sur-
rounded the sscred sites and local sanctuaries of Palestine,

Further examination of the Prophetical narrative

pears to have proved that it ix not the work of ome
suthor, but itseltf econeiets of two narratives. The one
of these, as mainly characterised by the use of the
Divire Name Jehovah, is general called the Jehovietio
narrative, and cited by the eymbel J; the other, ns
using for the most part the name Eishim, is styled the
Elohistic narrative, and cited aa E,

Most critics regaed J as the woerk of & writer belonging
to the kingdom of Judsh, shout the middle of the
ninth eentury mo ; E as composed by a writer of the
Northern Kingdom about a century later—the middle of

ﬂqfh'hth century B
etwo narratives appear to have been welded together,

erhiape in the sarlier of the seventh century, a
£eqia¢r¢r whao s gﬂnramﬁ;r:itad by the symbol JEr? "

J snd E may be regarded as embodying elements
which are of great antiguity, and which present the
earliest traditions of the Hebrew race.

The Priestly narrafive i written from the standpoint
of a jurist rather than from that of an historian.
History is dealt with mainly in so far as it illustrates the
origin of lsrael's religious institutions—the Sabbath,
the prohibition of tasting blood, circumeision, and so
forth. The writer has a very strongly marked phirase-
ology, and certaln set expressions are found to recur
time after time in bis oparrative, no pains|being spared
to secure the minoctest socuracy of statement, a8 in a
legal docoment. While J E concern themselves
but little with legal enactments, containing merely the
Drecalogue l;E-x. xx. 1-17 E), the short code of laws
known as “‘the Book of Covenant,’ designed to
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regulate the life of a community Nving under simple
conditions, and devoting itself chiefly to culture
Ex, xx. 22 —xxlil, 33 J), and the eo-ealled ©second

ogua’ (Ex. xxxiv. 11-26 J), the Priestly narrative,
ou the other hand, is responsible for the whole of the
large body of laws which are found elsewhere in Exodus,
in iticus, and in Numhbers, with the exception of a
special code in Laviticus which bears close affinity to the

iestly narrative,

This narrstive is therefore %maraﬂymrmad the Priestly
Code, ol is cited by the symbol P.

The special code in Leviticus to which reference has
just been made ia embodied in chaps. =vil.-xxvi., and,
though in many respecte closely skin to P, it is dis-
tinguished by a peculiar pllra.wnln-gg, and by the marked
emphasis which it lays upon the duty of holiness, both
moral and ceremonial. s latter chamacteristic has
earned for it the title of fhe Lmw of Holiness, and it is
therefore generally quoted #s EH or H,

It cannot be reazonably disputed that I, as we know it,
is not earlier than the end of the period of the Exile.
The tone, standpoint, and phraseology of the docu-
ment may be n as colouring other writings which
follow upon this peried, while in the works of earlier
times there is not & trace of them, H seems to be rather
aarlior than P, and exhibits cloze affinities with the
book of the prophet Ezekiel, who lived at the commence-
ment of the Exile,

Between J and E on the one band, and P and H
on the other, stands the Book of Deuteronomy (cited as D)),
which is allowed on &ll handa to have been the Book of
the Law discovered in the Temple by the high-priest
Hilkiah in the eighteenth year ﬂf}}{iﬂ.ﬂ' Josiah (8. c. 621
a2 reconded in 2 Kings xxii. The Deuteronomic code
holds 3 middle position between J% *Book of the Cove-
nant” and the Priestly code with the * Law of Holiness," !

! Upon the inter-relationship of the thres eodea the reader ia
‘m{*’”‘“{‘f‘ﬁ“‘ stionets Omitond. Compuontaral b 1L 8 whers
fderried il [ pp. 1. ., where

ﬁl]: e fonnd o aynopeis of the varioos Inwe proanged i:n'pn.ﬁlisl
Iancibis,



