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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
SIR ISAAC PITMAN.

-

SAAC TPITMAN was born st Trowbridge, a

I Wiltshire town ten wmiles cast of Bath, on. 4th
January, 1813, and the first eighteen vyears of

his life were spent at his birthplace.  The town is
lurgely occupied m the manufactuie of cloth. and his
father, Samuel Pitman (b. 1787, 4. 1863), was an
overseet in a cloth factory. He received his easly
education n the Trowbridge Grammar School.
Owing, however, to the fact that the ill- ventilated
schoolroom  proved  prejudicial to his health, he lelt
the school in his thirleenth  wyear.  Educational
facilities were far less common then than in the
present day, but his father provided those oppor-
tunities for further study which are now so casidy
accessible to every class.  The serviees of a teacher were
secured, and a home evening school caried on; n
addition, standard works were obtamed from London
for the use of the family. Isaac Pitman was an earnest
student, and not only made himsell acquainied with
the writings of our great authgrs, but mastercd several
branches of knowledge, including Greek. The book,
however, which more than any other was destined fo
have an infleence on his life’'s work, was = Walker's









