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PREFACE,

Tr= little work iz designed to furnish the most important
facts, argumenis and explunations on the main tojHod em-
braced in the eanse of peace, | hope ot will suffics for the
gatisfuction of most miods ; aod those whoe wish for something
fuller v mére Lhorough, can résort 4o 1he lavger poblications
on Penoe by the Ameriein Pence Society, such as its Prize
Eswerys ot Coprzrress o Nufiond, a splendid octave of noore
than 700 pages, and (13 Foak of Peece, contuining in emuller
eomapass still more mateer from some of the abiest pens that
ever wrote, and altogether the beet thugaurve or ooy elope-
din af inforation on Pesce that can betoand in the Boglish
aF any ocher langoage

1 flatter myself that pearly every position {aken in these
pages, will secure the eencarrence of wll [irminds, T hava
songht with =preiul cure to present those napects of fhe sub-
ject which I think best filted 10 awnlen & proctical interest
in the comse T plend, and {o wnite a1l goed men in eforts for
the nbolition of war. For exboocls from pthers, doe oredit
is given, but none of eutse Ffor anyllung tmken from oy
owWL Writinms,

The wae of penes aimd seloly to do nway the augtom of
interputional wae; nod [teast there wilk be faund in thig
ok noehing that daes wak bear on this object, nor anything
{hint incerferes with the legitimate autharity af government.
Agn friend of peace, [ am of coures s supporier of givil gov-
ernment, with all the pawers requisite for the condign pon.-
ishment of wrong-drers, the coforcement of law, and the
preservation of social amdler. [ deem governmeat, in spite
of itz worst abuses, an erdinonee of Ged forthe good of man-
Eind; norean I os o peace man, hold auy dostrines ineompast-
iblein my view with its Just and pecessary powers over its
own gubjects, [ condemn only ToE cLEAT DUEL OF MATIONS,

G. C. B.
TEOVR2
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Prace is wo now thome,  Ancieut propheta lore-
told it azone of the peenliar glorios of Messiab's
reiga ; and the angela, sent to snnognee Lia advont,
sing over hiz manger-eradle, (rlocy o (Fol in Lhe
highest and on carth PuioR, powf will tv men !
Peace was thus the birth-soag of Christianity ; and
its pringiplos, fully smblicd by our Saviour in his
sarmon ou the mount, and thickly seatiered through
the New Testoment, were so strietly put in prae-
tico by the early Christiarz, that not a few of them
wenk to the stake wather than hear arms The
chureh, however, Telapzed into 2 deep, protracted
dereneracy on this auhjeet, a5 on many ethers; and
for mare than a thousand years sfter her fatal union
with the state under Comstantiveg in the fourth sen-
t“:i: did alio lend her sanestion 0 Lhe cnstom of war
with scaree a thought of its gluring eontrarvicty to
ber reiigion of peacc. Sl she was mot entirely
without witnesses on this point; for the YWaldensos
bore their testimony in the very midmight of the
dark ages, and Hrasmus, the day-star of the Hefor-
mation and of Modern Literaturs, wrote in behalf
of peace with an eloguense worthy of the first
seholar of the world,  We know too well how little
his voice was heeded by the warring Chrietisng of

l-ﬂ



L] INTRODUCTION.

that age; buk the sced sown by his hand has begun,
in the present century, to spring up more or less
AILOTI %hris.rimm of every wame, and to promise in
due thoe & rich and glorious harvest,

]-"ﬂ-fl.‘j one knewa the noble testimonies borne
sgninst war, by (earre oz, William Penn, and
their followers for the last twoe centuries; but it was
not i1 mepe thel dawnfall of Nagoleon, and the con-
séquent pucifiention of Rurope, that any general or
eﬂ’enmn efforts were mamle fur the speeific purpose
of abolishing tluz custorm, Davin L R‘F)amﬂ # prous,
philanibropic merchent of New-York, was lhe real

wnecy of these efforta i America,  He began his

bors before the comwencement, in 1812, of our last
war with Hugland, but delayed any formal puablie
organization until geveral months after the cloze of
that war, when in August, 1815, there wos formed
in the eity of New-York thy lirst Peses Bociety of
modern times.  The firgt elfectual appeal to the 13'[:]:-
lie at lurge, bowevyr, was made 1}3%0:.11 Woross-
TER in his Selona Beview of the Custom of War, pub-
lished in Deeomber, 1814, snd followed the m.:i
Decemaber by the Massachusstts Prace Becicty, and
by the London Feaoe Boviety in June, 1816 ; soci-
eties that ever since have in one form or another
sustained the eause through the world, This con-
cert among the friends of peace in the two hemis-
pj:u:rw, was without auy ]iﬂ{lwli_lige, at the time of
each other's wovemenls or designs, and thus gave
striking proof that the Land of an all-eontrobling
providenee was ot work to call forth and concentrate
the benerolent energies of Christendom for the re-
moval of this terrible acourge. Siwilar societies
were in time multipliod. %‘he American Peage
Society, a5 & boud n‘fr unicn among the friends of

goe through the Tlvited States, was organized in
1828 under the auspices of ite venerable founder,
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Witteaw Lapp; and kindred efforta have been
made, not ouly in various partz of the Dritieh em-
pire, but in Franee, Switserland, and other portions
of Christendom.

The object of this movement should be distinetly
understood at the cutsel b nime merely fo wholish
the specifis, well-dofived custom of infernational war,
All the relations among men may be resolved into
the relation of individaals to one another, the rela-
tion of individuals Lo zociety or government, and the
relation of one socioty or government to another
The prineiples of peace muy be applicable, more or
less, to all these velutions; but the cause of peaes 1a
restricted to the latter vluss, those between govern.
ments alons, snd amns eolely ut sueh oo application
of the gospel to the intercourse of vetious, sz shall

ut an end to the practice of settling their dizpales
E the sword.  Whes thiy shall bave been accom-
?’iﬁhl!rji o vast deal wmore will doubtlesz remain to
done; but the sszeciowl friends of peace wiil
then bave fulfilled their gpeeific wiszion.

This view of peace relicves it from a variety of
extrancous questions. Il our only provinee iz ihe
intercourse of nations, and our sole objeot the aboli-
tion of wor between them, then have we nothing to
do with eapital punishwents, or the right of personal
self-defence, or the sirict inviolability of human life,
or the guestion whether the gospel allows the appli-
cation of physical foree o the government of stules,
sehools and families, Al these are grave pueE-
tioms, but come not within our province, We go
merely agoinst war; and war (s defined by our best
lezigographers to he ®a eontest by force between
nationz.’" 1t is 2uch a conflict between governments
alone; and hence, neither o parent chastising his

]

child, nor a teacher punishing his pupil, nor o father
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defending his family sgaingt a mideight sssassin, nor
a traveller resisting by force o highway robber, nor a
ruler inflicting the penn.les of law upon & nentanﬂad
eriminal, can properly be called war, beeaise the par-
ties are not natluns alone, but either individuals, or
individuals and government. The cause of pence 15
not encambered with gach eases, but confines 1tself
to the single purpose of abolighing the gugtom of war.

For the aﬂm}lnp]iahmﬁut af this pUrpose, thers 12
need of specific, assacaled efforis.  The object itself
iz sufficicntly distinet; as mueh 80 a2y that of tem-
peranes, of wigsions, or any obler benevelent coter-
pnsc It iz, also, 1:::Pn-rtunh cnough to justify and
roquire suel efforls, Il is tribatary to the highest
mterests of mankind, fronght with the weal or the
woe of onr whole raec for time and eternity. Itis
difficult to coneeive an epterprise siming to prevent
more evil, or to secare a grester amount of guod ;
aud sorely an ohject so immessuraby 1mp11rmnt
muy r:g]:tﬂ-’ demand the special, associsted elforts
of good men,  Tn npother way ezn it ever be accom-

Lished : for the evil will no weore eure iteeli than
would the slavedrade, or inhmnpﬁra:wn, or paganism,
of ahy other ovik wr m:ght. inte the web ond woof
of a world’s Labils for five thousand years. A delu-
sion 20 long eherished, and fortified by so many and
a0 powerfal mﬂucuccs, can be dlslt:urj-:red from the
reneral mind ooly by speeifie, concentrated and
long-continued efforts.  The evil itself 18 specifie;
Christisnity has provided a specific remedy ; and of
this remedy, Christians must make a direct, apecifie
:1 plication, before the y can expect & thorough eure

the war gu‘ngran-c tl.ﬂtermg for s0 many ages on
ﬂ:a bosom of uuiversal humanity, We need this
reform, also, to clear che skirts of Christians them-
pelves from the guilt of war, to exhibit our religion



