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INTRODUCTION.

Or Titus dndronicus thore were two quarto editions
primed for Edward White, near the little north door
of St Pacl's, at the sign of the " Gun.” The first
gmarto, in 1600, gave the play * As il hath besn plaged
by tha Right Honourabls the Eavl of Pembroke, the
Farl of Darbie, the Farl of Sussox, and the Tond
Chamberlain, their servants” The second gquarte, in
1611, gave ik * As it hath sundry Limes been plaved by
the King's Majesty's Servanta,” Naither of thess
guartes names Shakespeare as the nothor of the play,
nltl:umgh at either date his name would bave strongly
recommended it fo vreaders.

Bat in the Pallediz Tamiz Francis Meres ineludes]
Tilua Androniens i the list of Shakespesre's tragedies;
and in the first folio of 1623, inte which his fellow-
players Hemiuge and Condell sollected Shakaspenre’s
works, Tifus Androndeny is incladed.

In the regiaters of the Siationers’ Uompany there
was sntered to Jobn Dawler, ou the Gth of February,
1543 {pew style, 1594}, “a Noble Roman Historye of
Tytus Amlronieus” and vn the same day was * entred
alzoe vute him by warraunt from Master Woodeock the
hallad thereof” This ageoos with the statement in
Laughaine’s *“ Aceonnt of English Dramatie Poets™
published in 1601, that Titus Andronicus was " fist
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printed, quarto, London, 1504 Of the edition of
1600 only two copies exist. Of the edition of 15,
which Langhaine knew twe hundred years agn, un
eopy is now known to exist. We may toke, therefore,
the year 15104 as the date of the first pristing of Tiftus
Androniens 1 ils prosent form, It is the year alss - v
of the first printing of The True Tragedy of Ning
Rickard 111, which i= given in this volume, together
with Titus Andronices, and has ne connection, oxecpt
Likeness of snbjeet, with the Bicherd LI of Shake-
speare.  Bhakespesrs’s Rickard ITI was the first play
certaiuly his that was printed io 4io, and the date of
ita puh'ﬁc:ur.inu was 307, ol

In the vear 1581 there was a picee acled in London :
tlled Titng and Vespasian. In Hemslowo's Iiary it ’
is marked as & new play (ue) when be first mentions il )
on the TTth of April, 13891, snd thore aro frequent men- :4
tions of it hetwesn that date and the 15th of Jannary,
1503 [4], which show that it was popular. Plees is
un Vespasian in the play asceibed o Shakespeare,
The old play of TiHus and VFespesian is lost in
England. But Mr. Alberi Cobhn in his iHosirations of
* Shakespeare in Germany in the Sixtesnth and Soven-
teemth Centurios ™ (published in 15653 gives the text of
B t'mg».:.d}' of Titus Andropicur, setml by English
players in Germaoy about the vear 1600, whick is
evidently a rovision of Tilus and Veepusion, for it
does contain o Vespasian who is one of the sons of
Titrs,

The parsons of the old play asg acied in Germany wers
Vespasinuus; The Roman Emperor; Titns Andronicas;
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Audroniea ; Altiopissa, Queesn of ]']Hain]iia., Empr[-ﬂa1
Morian ; Helicates, eldest son of Atiopisss ; Ssphonns,
sooond son of Bhioplss; The Hushand of Andronica
{not otherwise named) ; Vietorindes ; o Messengor and
White Guards., The play opens with a specch by
Vespasian, who lus tha Roman Crown in his band.
This answors to the spoech of Marcus Asdronicus in
the play aseribed to Sheakespears.  Altiopisax, Queen
of Fthiopin, becomes Tamora, Queen of the Goths, pre-
stmled by Titus Andronices to the Empsror.  Morian
correaponids T Aaron the Meoor, Helieafes and
Saploons, rons of Etiopisss, who love Andronies.
danghtar of Andronmens, mworisl o a iimshand who
appears in the play, bnt has no wame assigned o him,
are Demelrivs and Chiron, sens of Tumors, whe love
Lavinia, dangiter of Andronions, beloved by Bassinuus.

In thiz Germas version of the old MHuglish play,
after the scenes in the wool, when Morian canses Titus
Androvices o ewt off Ins right hand o suve iwo of
Ins soms from sxecobion, Tilus's remaining son, Ves-
pazian, aud Titus's brother Victoriades, both offer their
own hands for his.  When they have gone b cust lots
which shail make the szevifies, apd Titus meanwhile
culs eff his owns hand, on their vetuva it is Vespasien
who enters with rejoieing that the lod has fallen upon
him. Then comes Morian, with the hozds of the two
sons of itus and his band returned fo him: and
Vieapasian ealls for swond and armounr, that he may
fight “not like a wan, but like 4 furions devil,” 1p
avenge his father's weong., Vespesian swoons st the
asight of his sister Andronien, who enters with bor
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tongne and hawds ent off. 11 is he, afllerwards, who
sproads sawd on the Hoar, that she may fake a sfaff
botwosn her stomps and write upon the sand the nanmes
of those who had thus injnved her.  The erimes of the
day of the hunt are 80 diseovered. The ineldents of
Morian —Aaron—aml lis child lead on to his eapturs
by men of the army vaised by Vespasian—in the other
play, Lucins,. Vespasian has marehed throngh Tialy,
evarywhere striking terror. He i3 resolved to seize
the epmperor, theé empress anid her two sons, whey
Morian and hizs child are fonud amd bronght o him,
aml the whele truth is told fo Liwm by Morian, whe
arcks therchy to save his elild, Thee follows the
ravenge of Titus, with all its horrible meidents,  After
Litas lias killed &Etiopissa, the cmperor kills Titns,
Then Vespusian * leaps over the table ™ and killz the
omperor.  After which, savs lis muele Vietoriudes,
“ 0 woefnl, weolnl! most harcowing sight, Ak, [
ghall never be boppy again. Now, Vespasiag, the
empire belougs to you ; place the erown on vour head,
and mle in pears,” And so tho play ends with Ves-
pasian, son of Titnz Aundreoniens, Bwperor of Rowe.

Thus, thanks to Me. Albort Qobim, we have reatored
to us, in mangled form, the old play of Tilus and
Vezpagian, with aleolute cerfainty that i was the
original of Tifwe Andropicus. We find in it sll thoss
ernide horors which Shakespeare himself conld never
have invented, but which were delightfel {0 rough
andiences that divided their satteation between plavs
and bear-baiting, watil the posts workel with finor
magic on the minds of men.




