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INTRODUCTION.

EW modern anthors, whose works have
survived them, and whose lives have been
prolonged beyond the ordinary span, have

s0 well complied with the ancient precept iné
Brasas—live by steaith—as Thomas Love Peacock,
The early poems which bore his name attracted
little attention, the novels which might have made a
koown author famous were anonymous, and theie
writer could not have been easily identified with
the Examiner of East Indis Correspondence, a situa-
tion, its importance considered, itself one of the
most ohostentatious and impersonal in the world.
The life thns screened from observabon offersd,
indeed, but little to observe, Gening and the
frisndship of a greater paniuy, however, have made
it interesting ko a wider circle than the perscnage
himself expected or perhaps desired. Without
viplence to his known wishes and preferences, a
brief memoir, mainly founded on what his attached
grand-danghter and the editor of his collected
works have thought it right to relate, and supple-
mented by 2 few letters and particulare in the
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possession of the present writer, may not inappro-
pristely minister to the curiosity respecting a man
of exceptional character, which an edition of his
choicer writings, destined, as is hoped, to a wider
popularity than its predecessors, should not fail to
create,

Thomas Love Peacock was born at Weymouth,
October 18, 1785,  His father was a glass merchant
in London, partmer of a Mr Pellatt, presumahly
founder of the celebrated fine ; his mother was the
danghter of Thomas Love, formerly master of a
man-ofwar, and whom Lord Rodney's great victory
had deprived of & leg.  Another Love, the
eccentric and corpulant bookseller of Weymouth,
must have been a relation : so that Peacock’s tastes
for good literature, pood living, pavigation, and
shipbuilding, seem all distinetly traceable to hia
mother’s gide of the amily,  Of the father we know
nothing but his calling, and that he left his son an
orphan at the age of three. Mrs Peacock went to
live with her father at Chertsey, and from eight to
thirteen Peacock was at a school at Englefield
Green, kept by a Mr Wicks, of whom he wrote
later in life, # The master was not much of a scholar ;
but he had the art of mspiring his pupils with a
love of Jearning.” Mr Wicks is said to have prog-
nosticated his pupil’s future eminence, and indeed
Peacock’s juvenile composibons, some of which
have besn privately printed by Sir Henry Cole,
exhibit just the sort of formal precocity which a
schoolmaster would appreciate, and are by mo
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