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AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION

ALt Iw IT never rivalled Ter Fmst HuxpreD
Trousanp as a “best seller,’’ but to my mind it
iz a better book — possibly because 1t was more
difficult to write.

For one thing, like every one else in those up-
hill days, the author was very, very tired. To
aveid all the foes' missiles and projeetiles in mad-
ern warfare is no doubt a commendable feat and a
cerlificate of agility, but it makes a severe de-
mand on the human econstitution. After twelve
months of continuous trench warfare, with itg
noise, dirt, sleepless vigilanee, and never-ending
suspense, 8 man may be excused for beginning to
envy the wounded as they are carried rearward —
and homeward. ALL IN IT was writlen in the
main under these conditions of strain, though the
closing chapters were composed after the course
of my duty had set my feet upon another equally
arduous but less dangerous path. Indeed, one
chapter, *“The Non-Combatant,” was written in
an environment ecomparatively Areadian — the
heart of New York City, in October, 1910,

The story ends with the Battle of the Bomme,
in July, 1916, It ends there beeause in that battle
the Division with which I had had the honour to
serve for nearly two years wag wiped out for the
second time. Very few of the original Hundred
Thousand remained after that date. Only the



