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PREFACE.

BI" an aduertifement prefived to

the firft edition of this book,
the public was informed that it con-
Siffed of fome difcourfes eriginally read
in a private literary fociety, with-
out the moft diffant wiew to ther
publication, The loofe and carelefs
manner in whick they are written, is
teo firomg an internal evidence that
they mever were imtended for the
© You. L a public



i. PREFACE,

public .infpeftion. But, for what
purpofe they were eriginally com-
pofed, and bow they came into the
world, aré queftions whick a reader
will wever afk: be bas ax undoubted
right to cenfre them with all the
Jeverity” ewbich their faudts deferve,
and to cenfure kkewife the auther of
sbem, unlefs ke could pretend they
were publifbed withous bis knowledge,
The unexpelled faver be bas met
woith from the public bar encowraged
bive 12 corred and enlarge this edi-
diowy Dut when be atiempied 1o tread
Bis fubieft with that fullnefs and ac-
curscy which fix impartance required,
be fovud it yan intv fa greal o ex-
dent, that be was obliged to abandon
sty being mecsflarily engaged in buf
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PREFAGCE i1

wefe and fudies of & wery differimt
watare, He wonld gladly bave fup-
preffed fome fentiments carelefsly thrown
ol in the confidence of private friend-
Joip, swobich may be kable to mijeon- -
Sruiliony bt be was afraid ihat,
by tos anxious an atiention to guard
ageint every objeliion, be foould de-
prive the book of thal appearance of
¢afe and freedom in which its emly
meris confifted. Hhen e sunbofom
owrfelves to our friecnds on a fubjelt
that interefls ws, shere 45 fometimes
& glow of feniiment and warmth of
expreffion that pleafes, tha’ it con-
veys maihing parlicylarly ingenioms o
! “‘ 1 +
The title of the book does not
wwell axprefs #s comtemis.  The pudlic
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is too well accuflomed to books that
bave not wmuch correfpondeice with
their titles, to be furprized at this.
But it would bave been an impo-
Sfition of a worft kind te bave charged
the title tn this mew edition. The
truth is, the fubjefls kere treated,
‘are [o different, that it was impof-
Sitle to find any title, thet could fully
‘comprebend  them. Yot uncownelied
as ihey feem to be, there was a cer-
tain train of ideas that Ied to them,
which it may nol be improper lo ex-
plain.

Wben we attend to the many ad-
‘vantages. which Mankind pojfefs above
the inferior Animals, it is natural to
enquire sito the ufe we make of thoft
advantages, This leads to the confi-
' .o deration



PREFACE v
deration of Man in bis favage flate,
and through the progreffive flages of
buman fociety.

Man in ks favage fate is, in
feme refpedts, in a werfe condition
than any other animal. He bas in-
deed fuperior faculties, but as be docs
mot poffefs, in fo great a degree as
other animals, the internal principle
of inftinkl to dired thefe faculties to
bis greatefl good, they are often per-
verted in fuch a manner as to ven-
der bim more snbappy. He poffeffes
bodily firemgth, agility, bealth, and
what are called the animal facultics,
in greater perfeiiion, thaw Men in the
trore advanced flates of fociety s but
the nobler and more diftinguifbing prin-
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