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PREFACE.
The Constitution a5 here printed is for the most

part the text which appears fn Ofd Souh Leaflets,
No, 1.

I avail inyself of thiz opperrtnmty to express my
thanks to two of my colleagmes, Professor Dana C.
Munre and Professor Christian Gawss—En the [or-
mer for sugeesting (hiz small volume amd o the
latter for several ideas which have been incorporated
in it to s improvenenl.

THug AUTHOR






INTRODUCTION

Notwithstanding Mr, Bryce's assurance thal the
Constitution can be read through in twenty minutes,
comparatively few people undertake the task nowa-
days.  This unfortunate circumstance is doubtless
to be expluined by several reasons, Dt there i3
ane of these reasons which 15 of speeial importance.
This consists in the fact that in the course of o
years the teal constitution of the Ulnited States has
come 1 e something very different from the docu-
ment referrod to by My, Pryee

It was the wise purpose of the men wha framesd
the Constitution to avoid whal one of them called
“a oo minulions wisdom,” Twing desinena thar
thoir work should ewdure, they jor the most pari
laid down only geperal prineipfes, The frumework
of the new Govermmenl was, il 15 true, outlined
guite distinctly, bat the read scope of the powers
which i1 shoull exercise and of the rights which it
should guarantee was left, to a very great exrent; for
future developments to deternune "

Moreaver, in the course of 130 vears condifipns
of life, and with them political tendencies, have
undergone great changes.  In the case of an instru-
ment covched in such broad terms as iz the Consti-
tution, & great depl depends upon the pomt of view
from which the work of interpreting it is ap-
proached. To be sure, the final word in inter-
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pretimg the Constitution belomgs o the Supreme
Court, a lody wliose membership alters only very
gradually; vet it does alter and even 11 it thd not,
it members conld not remain unaffected by wide-
spread changes amwong their conntrymen as to po-
litiead philosophy and outlook,

Thus at one tine the Constintion has leen in-
werpreted Trom the peint of view of the deszire for
nabopal wmtv, at apother time from that of the
desire for lecal solononyy; ol ome ime From the
point of ‘view of ¢coweemn for privare rights, aran-
other irom il of concern [for majority rule

Inevatably, the Inrcrpretabions . rendgred  from
these olien coutlicting pomts of view have con-
stantly modibed—sometimes  cancelled—one  an-
other, and what the Constitution peans to-day is,
s o spak, their algebrale sum.  Buot whence are
the items nf this clenlaton to be obamed? To
some extent from the history or actpal practice
nnder the Comstitulion, to some extent feomn the
amendments which have been formally added to it,
but toa more uportant extent from the hundreds
of decisions which have been handed down by the
Supreme Courl in interpreting its provisions.

Ta gather all these 1tems together, however, and
sum them up is obviously a task which the average
citizen has ng time to perform for himself. It ig
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gecordingly this very task which this small volume
enleavors to perform for him.  As to the need for
the kitsd of rthing here attempted thére can be
little tdoulst. The Copstitutinn s the Peopic’s Law;
it is the snbstracture of government in the U, 8,
it 15 the great mould in which all legistation, all
governmental policy is casi.  The atizen simply
camiol perlorm his task ntelligently  withoor =
considerable measure of [annlarly wilh ils provi-
sions and their meaning to-day.

The Constitution was framed by a convenfion
which asscmbled at Philadelphia twoward the close
of May. 1787, and adjowrnced nn the following Scp-
tember 15th. This body was summoned by the Old
Congress of the Confoderation; its members were
choscn by the several State legislatures -all the
States bur Rhode Tsland finally participating i its
deliberations.  Of the ity five members who at-
tended, thirty-nine signed the Constitution, which
was then submitted for ratification to comventions
chasen in the several Btates for the purpose.  [ela-
ware was the first State to ratify. Then followed
ten others in the following order: Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Georgia, Comnecticat, Massachusetis,
Maryland, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Vir-
ginia, New York. Under an act of the Old Con-
gress the new Govermmen: went into effect on



