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THE TRANSLATOR TO THE READEL.

Dimina the six-and-fortv years that FREDERICE
THE GREAT reigned over Prussia, his subjects enjoy-
ed unrestricted liberty of the press. But upen the
death of that lustrious monarch me 1756, 2l the ae-
cession of F. William 11, # different order of affairs
began. Aw cdict was published shortly after (in 1788),
rreatly hampering, or even suppressing, freedom of de-
bate, especially in matters theological : and this edict
had verv mearly the effect of stifling lants work on
religion,  Want had sent the first hook o the T
tor of the Berlin Mordhly Magazine, and this part
was wllowed by the ruiLos0rHICAL censor, M G
H. Hillmer, to puss to the public, when it appenred
in April 1702, Beok 1L was frwarded to Terlin,
| with the view of being published in some subsequent
number. Upon reading i, however, Mr Hillmer
considered the treatise theological, not philosophieal,
and therefore sent it lor mspection to Mr O. C. 1.
Hermes, the THEoLOGIC censor, who most unlesi-
tatingly refused his imprimefior, s took Book 11



