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FOREWORD

The forward looking minds of Ameriea are giving thought to
the changes and developments in our own domestic institutions
which raust, despite the stresa of war times, be controlled and for-
warded. One of the first of the topics to which national attention
ghould be called is the eimplification of our machinery of justice
with & view to ite grester efficiency. The period of much talk
about judicial reform of a few years ago is now passing into the
period of accomplishment. And of plans for re-formation, the
Academy believes that the plan herewith presented by the com-
mittee of which Mr. Jessup is Chairman, together with the accom=
panying papers, is well conceived and eminently worthy of thought
and of permanent record. The facts as to the committee are swen
in the footnote on the first page.

This plan and the papers following it are founded on careful
study and research and deliberate di i The demy be-
speaks from all ite readers the thoughtful attention the papers
deserve. This is a topic that warrants deliberation and study. In
this subject there is no place for a decision based on the hearsay
findings of & Committee on Rumor. For ag is the machinery of
justice so will be the justice meted out to property, to liberty, to
life istelf.

Just what parts of our machinery of justice need simplifieation
and why? What changes have been proposed and what adopted?
‘What changes in the consti ¥? In practice acts?
In laws of evidence? In judicial adimmsi.mnon? What iz wrong
with our justiciary machine and whet must we do to set it right?

These are the questions the Academy wanted anewered in this
volume for the guid; and conveni of ite members. Messrs,
Jessup and Kelsey have done well their tasks as special editors with
full responsibility for the volume, and the Academy herewith be-
speaks from all its readers the appreciation that is their due.

Cryps L. Emwe,
Editor.
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Rxroer 10 TEE Pmx Deira Pmr Cuos of New Yore Cnr ey rre Cowmrrres
or Nixn?

Hewey W, Jessve, J.D,, Chairman.

In the thirty-fourth of the fifty resolutions written by David
Hoffiman of the Baltimore Bar, he observed:

Law is a deep science.  Its boundaries like sp to recade as we ad:
and though thera be as much of certainty in it a8 in any other science, it is fit we
should be modest in our opinions and ever willing to be further instructed. Its

ition is more than the labor of & life, and after all can be with none the
mbject of an unshaken confidence?

Burke esid in reference to the adminietration of justice that it
was the “highest soncern of man on earth,”

The American Bar Association in the preamble to its Canons
of Ethics has declared:

In Amerita where the stability of courta and of all departments of government
mmm:pmvﬂﬁmmphithmkmﬁﬂmtmm
for ing and di g justice be d ped to a high point of efficiency
mdwminmdthtthewhﬁedmdd hswahwlmeonﬁdanminth

of its .+ . The future of a
rthlie.wawmt“ ds upon our maint of justios pure and
unsullied.

* Thin committes was appointed at a meating of the elub held on October 23,
1918, for the purpose of conaidering what changes in the Constitution, statutes
snd rules operative in the state of New York are emsential to the simplification of
practice and greater efficiency in the administration of justice. It followed the
aotivities of & former committen known as the Committes of Saven whose report
was the first of thoss issued by any group of lawyers at the time of the debates on
judicial reform preceding the New York Constitutional Convention of 1915, and

wea submitted to and considered by the Judiciary Committee of that Convention.
‘The members of this committes are as follows: Henry W. Jessup, Chairman,
Dean Emery, President, ez officio, Harry N. French, Edwin 8. Lewia, . A. Mans-
field Hobbe, Willard A. Mitchell, Lawrences 8. Coit, Hugh R. Partridgs, George
W. Alger, Lelgh K. Lydecker; and Hon. Norman J. Marh, advising with the
commities. Any person desiring fo communicate in regard to the subject
matter of thereport or in regard to ordering reprints thereo! may communicats
with the chairman at 56 Liberty Street, New York City. Reprinta can also be
wecured by applying to the American Academy of Political and Social Baience,
Woodland, Ave. and 36th St., Philadelphia.
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