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REQUEST FOR PUBLICATION,

" Weekzas, our President, My, Wunrow H. Gises, in researches
afler the facts embedied in his Historical Addrezs apon Blandford,
has inenrred much trouble and expense, thereloie, —

# Hegofued, Thar the members ef the Blandford Literary Associa-
tion comsider Tt an able, inleresiing, end valosbio document, well
wurthy of preservation, by which the compiler bas not onrly con-
feered homor Upon himsef, but also prodoced a work which needs
bt an examination to be doty apprecialed,

¢ Hezofoed, Thot in expressing onr cordial thaoks vo Bir. GreEss
for this Address, wa wozld earnestly reguest and advise ils pub-
Lication.

# Reznlped, That a copy of the above resolutlons, signed by the
Bueretary of this Association, be pravented to Mi, Ginrs, 85 o testi-
monial of ourregard for himselt and his Address.

“HENRY B. LEWIS, Seretary.

it Blandford, Mass., Seplember 21, 1850,
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FREFACE,

Im presenting this Address to the public, sur only
apelogy will be, the earnest reguest of the Assosiation
before which it has been delivered, and the encourage-

| ment and advice of many of our prominent towng-

people.

We commenced its compilation with ithe thonght, to
amuse oureell in tracing out the pumerous pleasing
incidents counected with the early history and frst
settlers of Blandford ; aod uvltimately, if deemed worthy, i
to presenl the product of our isbors to the present
citizens, in the form of an Address. Ouor object is
accomplished in the work which we now introduce to
your favceable nolice.

The plan has proved to be more difficalt thap we had

anticipated. We shonld scarcely have undertaken it,
| had we conceived the perplexity and expense which the
| act involved. Many of the facls bere presemted, were

obtained from a Historical Bermon, preacued vy e




Rev. John Keep, in 15821, and from a Centennial Ad-
dress delivered in 1835, by Hon. Patrick Boies.

We have also consulted the aged people, who are
living witnesses among us, diligently searched the
town records, and viailed the tombe of oor ancestors.

Qur acknowledgments are likewise due the following
geotlemen, viz.:— Col. Jostin Wilson, Reuben Boies,
Esq., Mr. James Watson, Encs Boies, Esq., Mr. John
Gibbe, and wmany others of our friends, for information
furpished vs, and to Mr, Francis H. Firmin, of Spring-
field, for his valoable attention during the publication.

. We trust these brief pages will be found interesting,
not only 1o the citizens of cur own, bot also to thoss of
the adjpining towns, and of the State penerafly.

W. H. G
Bilosdford, Octeber 152, 1850,




ADDRESS.

Tae study of History, i now extensively regarded
a useful as well na pleasing occupation, In the general
history of a country we read the nation’s biography,
and from its bright snd dark periods gather lessons to
guide os in future action. Indeed from the history
of smaller communities, our individunl stares and even
towns, moch interesting information may be gleaned.
And no portien of history more deeply engages our
attention than that which narrates tbe sofferings and
| triumphs of our immediate ancestora. 1n the history
of our town, which fills Lbut a brief chapter, we have
collected the fresh memorinls and recent traditions of
our progenitors, and nre epabled for the tima to mingle
with their epirita. To pursue a fow reminiscences of

some of those whoge names wea bear, end whose places
we occupy, aod to present euch lesrons as their experi-
ence may incoleate, is the purpose of this address
Ag the stata recorde wero burned in Boston, and as the
early settlers kept no record wuntil six years niler the
i settlement, the materizls for the commencement of this
hietory are scanty and obscure. It appears from the
facts which we are now sble to offer, that about the
vear 1702,* the land embraced in the town plot was
granted by the General Court of the province of Mas-

# P Boisa's Address.

the past history of our town, to bring again into notice |
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sachusetts Bay, to certain proprietors of ¢ommon and
undivided lards in the town of Buflield, Ct., an an equir-
alent for a tract of land taken from them io establishing

i the dividing line between Massachusetts and Connecti-

cut. The dimenvions of the township were then esti-
mated At six miles aquare. The proprietors scon after
conveyed the whole tract to Christopher Jueob Law -
ton, then a resident in Suffield. In Janunry 1735, Mr.
Lawton by deeds of conveyance, sold {2) fwos undivided
fourth parts of the laod to Francia Wells and Jobo Faye,

and in July of ibe same year e ¢conveved one undivided ||

fourth part to Francia Brinley. In these conveyances
by Mr. Lawton, there was made a regervation of certain
portions as lots oz setilers. Messrs, Lawton, Wells,
Faye and Brinley thus became proprietors in common

| of the township. These proprietors engaged General

- Roger Newbury of Windsor, Connecticut, to survey the

township &nd divide it inlo five huodred acre lots.
Tradition informs us thot the proprietors ordered the
townslup to be surveyed seven iostend of six miles

square. This wasa stratagem, and was earefully conceal-

" ed from the Crown and Celonial Legislature to whom

it was disguined as & mistake. Since, however, they
bad incurred a great amount of expense in the survey,

|" the proprietors claimed the eotire zeven miles square,
1| and the Colonial Legislators regerding the position

as a fromier settlement; granted the beqguest, bot
with one condilion, thet filty emigraots should he
procured and gettled immediately, to repel the aggres-
sions of the Savages, and afford a defence to the interior
townships. To fulfill the stipulations entered into with
the Legislatore, the proprictors issued proposals for




