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PREFACE.

— i ——

1% a former work, * Post-Medieval Preachers” the anthor
drew attention to a class of ancient writers who are rrely
studied, ani whose very names arc known only to the
boalk-hanter,  From these and kindred sources, and also
from the Talmud, the majority of the legends and ance
dotes in this volume have been drawn.

No apology is offered for introducing them to the
public. It is not in the power of many to toil through
ponderous tomes, wrilten in languages with which they
are wot familiar ; and it is proper for those who have
facility and Jeisure for this study, to employ what they
have acquired for the public good.

The anthor thinks it only fair 1o himself o add, that

some of the most plpwant stories in this collection are.

i their original form, whally devoid of point.



viii Preface.

It has afforded the writer no little pleasure to bring,
like Goldner, roses of gold out of the gloomy, tangled
overgrowth of Medieval fancy and soperstition, i the
hopes that the drudgery and routine of nineteenth century
life may not have dulled the keenness of public percep-
tion of the beautiful and pure and true.

Some may object to the Introduction of lighter pieces
at the end of the book ; but the * Silver Store ' would not
have fairly represented the genial, laughter-loving, as well
as moral and devowt temper of the ages winch mvented
these tales, had the clement of grotesqueness been ex-
cludded. The droll and the lovely were strangely inter-
mixed and wonderfully blended in the Medizval mind,
as 1s stanced m the architectural masterpieces of the
micddle ages, where the quaint gurgoyle harmonizes with
the angel and the fower.

Two or three of the humerous pieces at the end of the
volume certainly hit the Tadies rather hard. It must be
remembered by forbearing and forgiving woman, that the
perpetmtors of these stories were confirmerd old bachelors,

l.est the writer should e supposed to sympathise with
these ungenerous attacks, he has appended in the noies

the origmals on which the verses are based, which will
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clear him of the imputation of having invented these
libels, and will afford the ecurious choice specimens of
monkish Latin.

Let the fir sex remember alsa, that, where the writer
has heen free to express his own sentiments, as i D,
Bonomi, he has not spared the londs of creation, and that
compensation is offered in the former part of the volume.
Surely Berurah ® and Raoth will moke amends {or Mrs.

Malone and the Judge's wife. A few of the picces iy

the *Silver Store’ have alvéady appeared in * Fraser's
Magazine,' and one in * Temyple Har)'
" By oom oversight, i The Loan, i same Bomoial bas been

spelt insorrect by,

Diavron, THIESK

Wawed 0, 18A5;



