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&he Commonwealth of ftlassachusetts.

SIXNTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

Missacnvserrs Stare Bosep oF  AricuLTURE.
PARE T,

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY FoR THE YEAR 1917,

To the Scnate and Howse of Represenfatives of the Commopwenlth of
Mnesirelieetis,

Ta write the agricultural history of 1917 would be as difieult
as it Is to write the politieal history of the same time, for our
perspective is so shortened by the near view that we are apt to
treat essentials as non-essentials, and vice veren.,

In the beginning of the vear our nearness to the great war
was making itself felt in many ways, — prices of all com-
modities were going up; there was a general unrest in all
I..'ll'ﬁ.l'i{.‘h@:;'- Df illdllﬁtr_\.': Iﬂhl.'ll' t]'{)lll}l{'li WEDE DUnyerous; ﬂn{I Onr
government was striving to keep the country out of the zeneral
conflagration that was devouring the world.  Agriculture was
feeling the added burdens severely; not alone hiad crops heen
uncertain, but materials common to the needs of agriculture
were increasing rapidly in price, and the labor market, never
too sure, was upset to a degree rarely experienced in our
country,

Early in the spring the war came, and with it a demand upon
the agricultural resources of the country such as it had never
experienced before.  We immediately became the allies of the
nations fighting Germany, and as such were bound to share our
bread with them. These nations, having borne the burden of
the hattle for nearly three years, had reduced their agrieultural
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production to 4 low ehb, and the wastes of war had taken sueh
a toll that they looked to America to supply the deficiency.
America’s position to do this was none too bright, for she had
cxperienced a year of light crops, and, further, was called upon
at a time when at least one-half of the country had already
planted, amd the other half, while willing i many instanees, did
not have the seed, fertilizer or capital to imcrease.  However,
the eountry as a whele rallicd splendidly to the call; and Toad
crops in great guantity were planted,  In some sections of the
sonth eatton was plowed nnder and corn planted,  The Federal
government had, among the many difficult questions to contend
with, that of assisting these seetions of the country which Tl
been nsed to importing their food supply largely from other
sections,  The south and New England were partienlarly
affected] by this, as both grew little of what they consumed,
andd peither had the facilities for growing either cereals or foml
animals in sufficient quantities to meet their needs.  So it was
necessary in these particular cases, in 2o far as possible, to pro-
vide sulstitutes.  The planting of corn, beans, peas and
potatoes was urged, and the response all over the country has
been generous, so that this year America has the distinetion of
having produced the largest crops, excepting wheat, in its
listory.  Never has there been such a patriotie response on the
part of the farmers of the country for inereasing their crops.
In the face of labor eonditions and high prices of materials,
they faced financial ruin in case erops did not turn ot well or
prices dropped; and in spite of general high prices many of
them have produced at o loss, and are in no safe position to
produce another year. Yot the expression “ Conserve or serve”’
iz as troly fitting oo relation to the farmer as it is to every one
else in the comntry, We are fighting this war to maintain the
vight to live owre lives under no dictation by any foreign roler,
amd spertfices are as important o reaching this ideal as they
were i the days of the Revolution. The country has got to
inerease its resources as it has vever done before, and of these
resonrees pgriculture 18 second to noue,  The establishment of
minimnm prices for our erops is a questionable proceeding, for
the winimum mway as easily be too low as teo high. No one
can foresce the future well enough to tell what the crop will be
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nor the cost of producing it.  Costs bused on past experience
will not lold good for the future, as conditions are changing
from day to day. Prices are usually affected not so much by
overprodtuction, but rather by poor distribution amd lack of
proper methods of conservation. These two very important
subjects are being caretully looked after for 1015, amd shonlid
allay the fears of the farmer that a fair price will not he
realized,

Crors or 1017,

Taken the country over, crops have varied wmore than usual.
The familiar ery that crops lhave failed in ecrtain sections las
besn true to o great degree.  Certainly many sections of the
country never lmve suffered from bad weather conditions s
they have this yvear. The great grazing States have suffered so
from drought that hundreds of thousands of cattle are perishing
for lack of food. Late cold spring and early fall frost have re-
duced our largest corn crop to an appreciable degree.  Severe
winter weather and wet spring made inroads upon the wheat
crop, none too large. Cotton in some States was badly affected
by the boll weevil, but on the whole is n fair crop.  Potatoes,
with the exception of Maine, are well above the average, and
the quality is reported good. Cereals, while averaging well,
are difficult to move and late in reaching the market at this
writing, Corn in the great southwest is still unhosked, sl it
will be some time hefore the new erop reaches the market,

Massachugetts 1= not one of the leading agricultural States,
and the increase or decrense of agricultural production here
cannot have a controlling or even a vital effect on the war. At
the same time, it would be foolish to minimize the importance
of increased production of food within the borders of our Com-
monwealth, because every pound of food produced here will re-
place one that would otherwize have to be brought to us over
railroads already overburdened, and will release a pound that
can be sent abroad to our army and our allies.  For this reason
it is a source of gratification not only that larger acreages than
usual of farm erops were planted in Massachnsetts in 1917, but
that the season's crops turned out well, both in quantity and
quality, with one or two notable exceptions,



Il poxiD OF AGRICULTURL. [ Iy 4,

Spring wis even later than in 1916, and prospects for planting
during May did not look encouraging.

The following table shows the rainfall for the first ten months
of 1017, As will be seen, the rainfall of 4% inehes in May and
4 inclies i June was aboormally high, and in addition, May in
17 was the eoldest May recorded in this State for eighty
VElars D —

Fadwfull,
Tneles | Inclsca,
danuary, 282 1 Juwe; : ; . 405
Foliaiy, 267 duly, . . : ; .. 1.10
Alereh; 4,98 August, 706
Al 272 | September, 1.01
My, 445 | Uetaler, 5.33

1oy made o large erop, though not as large as in 1916; the
gsurplug in New England, however, from the previous year, to-
cether with the continual slaughter of cattle due to high grain
prices and searcity of Iabor, combined to force the price of hay
tlown, =0 that this has been the enly important crop for which
the price during 1917 has been appreciably lower than normal.
In sume seetions of this State and other New England States
loose hay at the barn has sold as low as 810 per ton. As a
result of the low price and the shortage of labor hundreds of
aceres of prass were not ent at all, and it is obvious that one of
onr prineipal needs here in Massachusetts is an increase in live
stock to furnish an outlet for our surplus roughage,

The apple erop was very spotty in character, some sections of
the State showing a larger vield than in 1916, and others very
much swaller. On the whale, however, the crop averaged ahout
200 per vent less than in 1916, The quality of the crop was
splendidl, and 0 mueh larger quantity has been placed in
stornge than g MOAr oo,

The eranberry erop was very hadly injured by the frost of
carly =eptember, which alfected Cape Cod with unespected
severity. This frost not ouly cut down the vield fully 30 per
vent, but the keeping qualities of a large percentage of the erop
gathered was damaged so that it can lardly last o month.

Probnbly the largest potato aercage fn the history of Masea-
clisetts was planted o 1917, and np to the 1st of September
conditions looked  fuvorable for a erop of propertional size.



