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INTRODUCTION.

Tuere have been made in our time many and
eomparatively snceessful utbempts to render into pop-
nlar form and language the processes and resnlts of
those sciences which are commonly studied with care
ouly by specialists, The effect Lias been good on the
whole. The range of thought has been widened.
The modest have been encouraged to prosceute stody
in departments which they would otherwise have
deemed beyond their reach,  Now, if men have thus
gained on common lines of thonght and investiga-
tion, surely yet more may be hoped from the like
course in reference to theolopy—"the most execllent
of the setences”

The facilities—in the existing knowledge of
religions troth and interest in it—are greater to the
popular teacher of theology than to a like laborer
in the ficlds of phwsieal, or even of intellectual,
science ; and for this reason: that through God’s

gooduess to the land {here i3 wide acquaintance
i
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with the text-book, and there i3 a certain amount
of exact knowledge in a multitnde of minds. He
who has, for example, committed to memory amd
retained there a good Catechism, has a eertain prep-
aration for further exact statement, and is prepared
to appreciate truths in their relation to one another
and to general thooght and Iife,

Over agninst this must, indeed, be set the fact
that the patural man is wot in sympathy with
spiritual things, and that human pride is all too
ready to place revelation on the sszme basiz with
the resnlts of human speculition. Buot on this
very acconnt it is all the more important to give
definite information reparding the grounds of
religions belief, and to show fhe elements that
distinguish it from common eonviction.

It is sometimes suggested in the press, and even
in the pulpit, that the age does not want theology—
that, in fact, it Is an ineambrance to the Churel.
Humanity, enlture, ethics (so ealled, as if theology
did not earry with it the true and highest ethies?)
and other vague terms are commended as deserib-
ing the wants of the time. Of this two things
may be said.

In the first place, whatever God revealed to man
in ages past for his spivitual good must still be for
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that good unless some important element has under-
gone a radical change. But what radical change
has taken place in the natore of God? or of man?
or in their relations? or in the nature of moral
evil? or of moral good? or of their influences
on mankind ?

And in the second place, it is penerally concoded
that in order to practical efficiency in the varions
departments of homan effort exact intelligence
must be kept within practieal reach of the laborers.
Ihzcontinue the teaching of spelling amd grammar,
amd the influence will soon appear i human speech
and writing. Drop the study of mathematics, chem-
igtey and allied sciences, and the influence will soon
be felt in the related arts. So abandonment of
exact theological teaching will seon be followed by
logse thinking; but “as a man thinketh in his
heart, so is he”” Iset sin, for example, be an
unhappy incident, a slight misfortuone, a piece of
“bad form ” simply, in & man's mind, and he will
not be as watchful againet it or as sorry for it as
will one who has learned to count it transgression
of God’s law, of which the wages is death.

The author of this little book, deeply impressed
with these convictions, aims at bringing theological
inquiry to the level of ordinary intelligence, His
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previous efforts in the press entitle him, by their
recognized character and influence, to speak again,
He enjoys the confidence of his brethren. A ven-
erable and trusted teacher of theology hag read the
work and given it approval, and from the exami-
nation T have been able to give to portions of it I
do not hesitate to commend the work as fitted to
guard against loose and inacenrate statement; to
counteract the bad impreszions made by indiserim-
inate gentences uttered in the interests of supposed
* fiberal ¥ thonght and specially broad charity ; to
show that the * dogmas ™ which are denonnced ave
often not understood by theie eritics, and that the
arbitrary deerees of Church anthority in the Middle
Apes are one thing, the doctrines given to men by
inspiration of (God are guite another.

Joan HarplL.
Kew Yore, ld FERRUARY, 1BE4
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Tug Puritans of the seventeenth century were
theologians, and it was their theology which strength-
ened them and made them the great men of their
age. When Holland, Seotland and New England
lost their theology, they lost their power. The re-
ligion that despises doctrines iz a religion that will
be despised. A departore frum orthodoxy, instead
of being the sign of spiritoal progress, is the sign
of spiritnal declension, It is morally impossible
for saintly men like Leighton and Edwards to
trample upon fundamental truth. The heart more
gencrally leads to error than the head. The new
is not always true, and the true is not always
new.

There is needed just now a profound theological
conscionsness—that is, a sense of God, a feeling of
awe and reverence, a high conception of the divine
rectitude, in order to give tone to our views of the
divine mercy—then a devotional spirit that will
make the secalar habit and the merely intellectual

to be an impossibility. The end of all truth and



