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COMMITTEE OF FIFTEEN.

RerorT oF THE SUBR-CoMMITTEE 0N THE CORRELATION
o¥ Stupies 1¥ ELEMENTARY EDUucaTion.

The undersigned Committes agrees upon the following re-

rt, sach member reserving for himsell the expresslon of his

individual divergence from the opinion of the majority, by a

statement appended to his sigpnature, suumerating the points
to which exception ie taken and the grounds for them, !

I. CORRELATIOX OF BT'UDIEB,
Your Committee understonds by correlation of studies;

1. Logical order of topice and branches.

First, the arrangement of topice in proper sequence in the
course of study, in such & manner that each braoch develops
in an order sufted to the natural apd easy progress of the
child, and so that ench step is taken at the proper tima to

belp his advanee to the pext step in the spme branch, or to the
next steps in other related branches of the course of study.®

1 The anthor of this report uses the word Correlsticn lo {te gen-
arally accepted sensa of reciprocal relation. The things hararelated are
the studles In the school, sod lite fn the soclal order. What are the
mutual relations between these? Kvyidently those of sclence to art
‘The soclal order Ia che art of which the schoo] studies are the science.
The probiem of the school 18 to 20 master these sclences that their ap-
plication to the art of living shall be casy and natural. The lile of the
communlty ia thesa achool stndles animated by will and touched with
feellng. What fs tha value of ench study {n preparing for liviog In the
elvilization of which tho ehild 1s & mombar? The chiaf porpose of this
roport 18 to anawer this question. Thoe (o]l discussion of thess vatues
demands that some consldaration ba glven to cB-ordioation of these
studies In the school and the method of teaching them, and this ia done
throughout the report, thoocgh very brielly and imparfectly,

* This firat dafinltion 1e vary imperfact in that 1w eonsidars onlty the
order of the sequenceof toplea within the respective groups of Hke sab-
Jects; for axample, Arithmetic, Algebra, and Geometry Ino Mathematica
But having determinad what studies 1o each group sbould go Into the



4 Report of Committee of Fifteen.

2. Symmelrical whole of studies in the world of Auman
learning.

Beoond, the adjustment of the brenches of study in sucha
manner that the whole course at any given time represents all
the great divisions of human learning, as far as is possible at
the stage of maturity at which the pupil has arrived, and that
each allied group of studies is represented by some one of its
branches beat adapted for the epoch in question; it belng lm-
plied that there ls an eguivalence of studles to & greater or
less degres within each group, and that each branch of human
learning should ba represented by some equivalent study; so
that, while no great division is left unrepresented, no group
shall bave superfiuous representatives and thereby debar other
groups from a proper representation. *

&  Paychological symmetry—ie whole mind,

Third, the selection and arranzgement of the branches and
topics within each branch considered pyscholagically with a
view to afford the best exercise of the faculties of the mind,
and to secure tho unfolding of these faculties in their naturai
orvder, so that no cone facully is so overcultivated or so neg-
lected as to produce abnormal or one-slded mental develop-
ment, *

alemantary schools, the questions in what order, and at what stage of
progress esch shall ba Introduced becomes lmportant as guestions of
meathod.

* "The second definltion considers Correlation on the basis ef the
co-ordluation of the diferont groops of studies, sg that the pupil’s view
of life may be comprehensive at every step and not limited to the
studies of & single group.  Let the pupll look throogh all “of the five
windows of ithe soul"” at avery stage of his progress. The relative im-
portasce of the view from each of these Ave windows 13 not censidered,
‘That is, the actual value of each study Io the art of living i ignored.
The same tlwe and enorgy might be glvon to the represontative study
porsaed In cach group, without dlsregardiog this definitlon of Correls-
tlomn,

4 Tho third basis of eorrclation is taken from the polnt of view of
the mind to be adocated. It bs therelore puraly subjsotive, the child's
ralation to the world naot belog considared. Thae goostiou hare is what
stndies, and io what order, will best develop the different faculties?
Li 1z consldered of minor importaoce what the contant of the stndles
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4. Correlation of pupil's course of atudy with the world in which
he Hves—=his spiritual ond natural environment.

Fourth and chiefly, your Committee understands by corre-
lation of studies tha selection and arrangement in orderly
sequence of such objects of study as shall give the child an
insight Into the world that he lives in, and & command over its
resources such as is obtained by a helpful co-operation with
one's fellows, Ino a word, the chief conzideration o which all
otherz are to be subordinated, in the opinion of your Com-
mittee, 1§ this requirement of tha civilizatiod into which the
child is born, a8 determining not only what he shall study in
sthool, but what habits and customs he shall be taught in the
family before the echool age arrives; as well as that he shall
acquire & skilled acquaintance with some one of 3 definite
series of trades, professions, or vocations in the years that fol-
low school ; and, furthermore, that this question of the relation
of the pupil to his civillzation determines what political duties
he shall assume and what rellgicus faith or ppiritunl aspirations
shall be adopted for the conduct of his life,

To make more clear their reasons for the preference here
expressed for the objective and practical basis of selection of
topies for the course of study, rather than the subjective basia
80 long favored by educational wrilers, your Committes would
describe the psychological basis, already mentioned, as beiug
merely formal in its character, relating only to the exercise of
the so-called mental faculties,

It waould furnish & training of spiritual powers awalogous
to the gymnastic training of the muscles of the body, Gym-
nastica may develop strength and agllity without leading to
any skill in trades or useful employment. So an abstract
perchological training may develop the will, the intellect, the
imagination, or the memory, but without leading to an exer-
cise of acquired power in the interests of civilization. The

may be, provided they glve the diseipline peeded at the particular
perlod of growth copsldercd. Tn thls wlaw it I ome's theory of the
patura and activitles of the mind and of thelr wotus] relatlons thet
would determine the studles be should select. The porpose of the cor-
rolatlon here considered js to form the mind without much regard to
Jurnishing (. It {s the reciprocal relation between the studies and the
meantal facoltles that ia regarded. ’
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game of chess would furnish & good course of study for the
discipline of the powersof attention and caleulation of abstract
combinations, buf it would give ite possessor little or no
knowledge of man or nature. e psychological ideal which
bas prevailed to o large extent in education has in the oid
phrenclogy, and in the recent studies in physiclogical psy-
chology, sometimes given place to a biclogieal ideal, Instead
of the view of mind as wade up of faculties like will, intellect,
imagination, aod emotlon, conceived to be all necessary to the
soul if developad in harmony with one another, the concept of
nerves or braln-tracts is used as the ultimate repgulative prin-
ciple to determine the selection and arrangement of studies.
Each part of the brain is supposed to have its clalm on the
attention of the educator, and that study is thought to be the
most valuabla which employs normally the larger number of
brain-tracts. This view reaches an extrems in the direction of
formal as opposed to objective or practical grounds for seleot-
ing a course of study. Whila the old psychology with its
mental faculties concentrated its attention on the mental pro-
cesses and neglected the world of existing objects and relations
apon which those processes wore directed, physiologicsl psy-
chology tends to confine its atiention to the physical part of
the process, the organic chaoges in the brain cells and their
functlions.

Your Committee s of the opinion that psycholegy of both
kinds, physiological and {ntrospective, can hold only a sub-
ordinate place in the settlement of questions relatiog to the
correlation of studies, The braoches to be studied, and the
extent to which they are studied, will be determined mainly
by the demands of one's ecivilization. These will prescribe
what is moat useful to make the individual acquainted with
physical nature and with human nature 2o as to fit him as an
individual to perform his dutics in the several institutions—
tamily, civilsociety, the state, and the Church. But next after
this, psychology will furnish important considerations that
will largely determine the methods of instruction, the order of
taking up the several topics so 89 to adapt the school work to
the growth of the pupil’s capacity, and the amount of work so
88 not to overtax his powers by too much or arrest the devel-
opment of strength by top little. A vast number of subor-
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dinate detalls belonging to the pathology of edacation, such

as the hygienic features of schocl architecture and furniture,
programmes, the length of study hours and of class sxerclses,
recreation, and bodily reacticns against mental effort, will be
finally settled by scientific experiment in the department of
physiological psychology.

Inasmuch as your Committee is limited to the consideration
of the correlation of studies in the elementary school, it has
considered the question of the eourse of study in general only
in so far a8 this has been found necessary in discussing the
grounds for the selection of studies for the pericd of school
education occupying the eight years trom aix to fourteen years,
or the school period between the kindergarten on the one hand
and the secondary school on the other. It has mot been pos-
sible to avoid some inquiry into the true distinction between
secondary and elementary studies, sincaone of the most impor-
- tant questions forsed wpon the aftention of your Committee
is that of the abridgment of the elementary course of study
from eight or move years to seven or even six years, aud the
corresponding ingrease of the time devoted to studies usually
assigned to the high school and supposed to belong to the sec-
ondary courte of study for somwe intrinsic reason.*

*This 18 & wondorfully clear, {hough briaf, presentation of the func-
tion of the school aod of payebhalogy [0 resliziog that funetlon. It will
ba gecused of giving too little impariance to physiological paychology.
The guthor of this report has elkewhara elaborated more fully the rela-
tive valuea of the old and new peychaotogy. {(Bse artfcls in Publio-
Schoul Journal, June, 1885.)

Io none of these dafinltions of correlation has the report consldered
thatuse of the word which holds ik to mesn such sn organizasion of
the studles in the practice of weanhing as will make one or wore canters
around which the other studies mar be grouped. Some of the Herbart-
ans, so-called, wonld make history and Hteratore the core studies (o the
curriculum, for exampla, and teach all the others as, In & measure,
subordipete to thege. WWhat man has thought apd dope is beld to be
tho mpst valuable koowledgo-content for education, and the instro-
monts that ha has paad in hie thinkiog sod doleg are of subordiuate
valua. Othars wounld make the natora studies ihe impeorisnt, or,
ak least, the initlal atudies, and lesrn arfthmatie, langonage, Hieratore,
ate., as the study of sclence suggests, Others, silll, would make three
groups—natnre stodles, human atudles, and mathematiecs—and tle
thess groupa together where they touch sgeh other. It was the
understanding of those whoe were making & study of correlation In



