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INTRODUCTION






THE OLD PHILOSOPHER.

T F

ED—TEE,‘ or “the old philosopher.” 1s the desig-
nation of one of the most remarkable thinkers of
mankind. e was a Chinese who lived in the sixth
century B.C., and left to the world the Tae-Teh-King,
a small book on Reason and Virtue, which not only ex-
ercised a powerful influence vpon hns countrymen but
is also worthy to be compared with the sacred scrip-
tures of the Buddhists and the New Testament. It is
on acconnt of the similarties whicli, 10 spite of many
differcnces, obtain between the teaclings of Lao-Tze
and those of Buddha and Christ that the Tao-Teh-
King 15 an indispensable book ; and no one who is in-
terested in religion can afford to leave it unread.
® * *

The date of Lao-Tze's birth? is the third year of
the Emperor Ting-wang of the Cho dynasty, which
corresponds to the year bog B. C.

Lao-Tze's family name, ZE (L), means Plum-
tree,  His proper name, B (Er),® means Ear. His
appellation was {HIB (Po Yang), viz., **Count of the

1The diplithong ae saunds like e in ® how," the ¢ in * Tee™ resombles
the short win o't On promoncintion see page 49

23art Martin's £ésd, Sindca, poor3g nod Dohalde L, p, 2285,
dgher ranseriptions are L, Err, and WS4,



