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INTRODUCTION,

Iy writing upon a subject extensive and important
in its vature, 2o nearly interesting to every denor-
ination of men, and upon which nething satisfactory
has hitherto been offtred to the world, the Author is
sensible that he Dhas engaged himsell in an arduous
undertaking, Ata period when a hberality of sonii-
ment predominates; when men, emerging from ob-
seurity, eagerly relinguish the ervors and prejudices of
their aneestors, something on the present salject
seetned absolutely necessury to give still greater con-
sistency to the réssonings and speculations of man-
fkind.

T impress us with an adequate idea of the nature
and extent of animal and vegetable hife, the contingal
fluctnation of things, the antiquity and doration of
the extended scones of existence, is the object of the
sneceeding disgutsition.  Its intention will however
be still more essentially answered, if while chwiating
the erroneous conclusions which oo universally pre-
vail, in respeet to the antiquity of suerounding objects,
it gives a new and elearer insight into the nature of
axistence,

We have sought for truth, not in the opinions of
mankind, but in every step have been guided by plain
sense und simple matter of fact. Nov can there exist
a douhbt, that, by thus giving o zcope to ¢ool and lib-
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eral investigation, the interests of the human species
have been essentially consulied, o what purpose
can it be, that the ervors of dark sges should cramp
the reasonings of men who live 1 8 tinee when every-
thing is so much reversed?  *l'rath never injures man-
kiud. Ignorance, obscurity, and superstition aione,
engenider the evils that disturb society.  In this ingqui-
ry we have then attempted to trace, net from reason-
ings purely metaphysical, but froms the most endoubt-
ed fiacts, the remote existence of aninal end vegetable
Bife, ond of the world diself.  How far such intention
has been answered, & left to the readet’s determing-
313149

Here 1t must however boe confessed, that, independ-
ent of the consideratiens aleeady enumerated, the
Author has in view other objects, nearly connected
withe the design of this perfonmance,  The baneful
and gloomy influence of Gothie barburism and super-
stition upon the understandings apd morals of man-
kind, have been perhaps too sparingly touched upon.
The disagreenble effects of mistakent zenl and opine
ions, indeed, can searcely be placed in too striking &
paint of view, In short, the manners of society have
been, and are still, mest materialiy injured by clreum-
stanees, which ths ontery of folly wonld deem essen-
tial to the existence of socicty itself

Happy then shall he esteem himself, if the few
succeading observations have but & tendeney to shalke
the fixed prejudices of his fellow creatures: to assuage
the remaiting turbnlenes of ignorance and ervor, and
thus o smooth the way to that relinement which es-
sentially eontribules to the peoce, safety, and wellurs
of the laman species.




PUBLISHER'S PREFACE.

Tue avthor ol the * Autiquity and Pusition of the Waorld,™
and of the  Eternity of the Universe;”" wasz among the it s
10 veascr corteatly of e propories of matter as o lay fhe o
dishon of the Scienees oF Geowesy.  Reasoninge from those Gels
which aecident kad dizelosad, ss o the compesition of the fhee
of the sarth, he reared in hiz eapredons miond the noble strmebire
of the * Antigaity and Duration of the Werld,” and finally as.
sorbed ite Ereamiry ! The beanty of that struclure consksts in
the etreumetanee il the architosl hos newhere resorled 1o the
phantasmal wid of seperaatisal power ; Bul, liie o o son or
sereteE, has made his foundation of the subeantial reulities of
exisling ings,  Fords o him wers nothing, unless they referrad
him to senething tn be spon, fell, aud reazoned upon,

Binee dhe tme al which Mr, Teulnun weote, the Sclence ov
Groteay has made preat progres=; but, bonsdless as maller i
gealf, it will ba the source of nover coaEing Hi:ﬂ-.m'ﬂﬁ.gﬁl_ il pwer
exist i the eharacter of an union of faes aud beories. The
Geologist of this day may zo o far in assertion as 1o wanant all
the sonelusions dewsn by oor asther ; but o sperk of the primary
gronwily of planete in & positive oo s nol yel to be wanusiol,
Mer. Fowipdn seoma o rest upou theie pressrry, thaliliey always
wrirre ipencly what they now are, and  that changes on the saries
form theit enly change,

An ingenious anthor of a work abont & ceaty oll, ander the
title of 4 Pellinreed ! concloding it water s 0 common paeent
of lixed malfer, wsecounid for tho wrowth of planets upon dbat
prineiple, and theie final igniten and exhanstion as eune. & Tk
biamed ™ ia a most waelul beok 4o be read afler the works of
Tonl-rin,

Discoveries an other grovnds, shel: as the polasity of Hahe and
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heat; it heat of five is o concontintion of motion, thel all Liquids
a5 well as selids may be heated 0 enpulbsion Ty s concontm.
Hon of modiea, oo gt the comelusion et o soois a plasal
of immenss suge, with 8 almosphere i e state of corn bistion,
Lramn s aridd ot sod pepid eentml inolion.

The inguiries of Tvolmio are sonfined fo the visible changes
i fhe suvlace of the earth; and, happily, he was vol so blind zs
1o aitvibute the whole to one fubled universal deluge,  Hearing
of diseoveries of houses, troes, ships, and otiver worliz of natiee.
and of art, at varionssnd great depihs in the earth ) seelng Wil
ferent stratu of aiferent kinds of mater reoularly plaved one over
the other toany depth hat might Be penclmted | hearing of sl
ands risig and sieking o the oceann through voluwiie ieans;
soeing the beds of rivers :hangcdj the sea l'mi:illg frotn popne
pinces and eneroaching on others; seemg and hoeardny of such
chipes o e fee of the cacth, be pleibutos the whole o oae
regular and paineal power, and Irmr_'la.ims ifs perpeiuily. b wipi
ter and fis motiond he discoyors tha causes of sl the chanpas hs
behoblds, saees it W be of necesaity what it Ts; snd ) wantiog no e
barior or desiouing aid o sopenniend 18 changz: and opomituns,
he preclsims its selfremquiating pewer. I he fodds exhausting
fives iu the boweds of the earth, he pecceives o continual conege
1o on its FTIF[I:I.'!.'H:, ad pmcl:!.:imﬁ thai exhaustion in one pit is
bk pebedition in pnother, ki 0 the aeeresate, ve percepichlc
diffarense in ite size.  Sinkings of sarfico Bl up internal exe
hanatious, nud interal exhmstions snpply the ehasmme modo by
tha sinking of surfuoes, Al s mofien ; all s change ; but all i
argrepaiely the same,  Ewery distinet steatn has boew a snrfuce,
and svery panticle alike a portios of the ceulie and of the sar
faee,  Fyesy gt of 1he suelace bas been alternaely the hed of
thee sow, a proul of which is exhibitod i the macine sleate fonnd
at varioas depths in thiat part of the eavth which is now dey land ;
for these steata could not have boen formed By wny siegle, thongh
mmveraal, delnge.

It ks eomnTnn, even with Geclogists, 1o altribute the phesenena
and dizorlers of the serface of the esvih o soch & deluge as
the Jewish book ftiles; Dot thot one deloge will uet aecooat for
the differenl sienia o be soen, and for the angienl vemadns of pe
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ture and art found ol such varioes depths in the earth,  The sei-
ences of Geology and Astronomy must ba onited o aeconnt for
such phetomena, the sne canzidering the eapth as o substance,
ite gualities, Ko, the other jis tuodions and the influences ol oihar

plasets wpon it
The writingrs of Mr. Toulbrin will alwags bear to be ead, and

alike dalight and tnstuet. Tho subject will be interesting o all
future seperations of mankingd, and for the purpee of prescova-
{ion it is desitalle thit their civenlation e extensive.  They have
been compartively in a suppressed stale for nencly forty vears,
for it is mot o be-suppesed hut that edition after editien of seeb
worka wonld have been sold i they had heen printad,

RICHARD CARLILE,

Dorchester Gaoly (Eng.,) Feplember 10, 1824,



