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THIRD REPORT.

TO THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER MAJESTY'8
TREASURY.

MiY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIPS,

WE have the honour {0 submit to your Lordships our Third
Annual Report on the Revenne under our management.

It is satisfactory to obeerve that, although, in some instances
where it was least expected, there has been a diminution in
receipt, yet such an unusual increuse has occurred in certain
other cases as to bring the total amount of Inland Revenue for
the year up to the estimate on which the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer founded his caleulations ; the payments into the exche-
quer from our department having amounted to 35,753,356L 8s. 1d.,
which exceeded the estimate formed on the 17th April 1858, by
the sum of 3,356 8s. 1d.

EXCISE DUTIES.

———

Gross Recerrr in the Years ended 3lst March 1858 snd 1859
{detailing the Amount received for each Duty).

Yeors ended 318t March

1858, 1859.
Giross Receipt - - { £18,495868 £'18,480,572

: Duties. £ i £
Spirits i . c -| o9,290,963 9,188,842
alt “ @ - -] 5492,008 5,592,624
Hops . - - - 489,008 416,478
Paper - - - - 1,244,722 1,281,023
Hackney Carriages - - B0,153 82,129
Stage Carriages - - - 118,688 125,016
ilways - - - 348,612 339,569
Licendss - - - -| 1428112 1,436,892
g}m Certificates (Ireland) - - 11,500 12,228

ugar - - - - —
Racehorses - - - 5,224 5,171
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SrIRrTS.

On the 17th of April 1858 the duty on spirits made in Ireland
was raised from 6s. 24, per gallon to 8e., the rate of duty charge-
able in Great Britain.

We mentioned in our Report of last year that this equalization
of duties had long been anticipated by the distillers in Ireland ;
and we stated t%at, as the time approached for the financial
statement of the Chancellor of the Exchequer,an unusual quantity
of spirits was gent out of the distillers’ stores, 80 as to eam'iz the
payment of the additional duty of 1s 104 per gallon, although
not coming imto consumption until after that duty was imposed.
‘We find, in fact, that, between the 1st and the 17th of April, no
less than 1,129,600 gallons were removed into dealers’ stocks ; a
quantity equivalent to one sixth of the whole annual consum
tion of Ireland, and on which a duty of 1. 10d. per gullon would
have produced 103,000

It was estimated by the Chancellor of the Exchequer that the
additional duty would add 500,000f. per annum to the revenue
derived from Irsh spirits ; and it is to be observed that in this
estimate & wide margin was allowed for deerease of consumption,
the average annual consumption for the last three years being
6,723,514 which would have given an inerease of
616,000l. The following, however, has been the actual result of
the alteration in the duty :—

The number of gallons of apirits on ‘which duty was paid for
consumption in Ireland was,—

Amoint of
Dty cismﬂ,
From lst April 1858 to 17th April

1858 - - = - 1,129,000 st 6+ 24, 348,108
From 17th April 1858 to 31at March
1855 - - - "

4,526,500 at 8s. 1,810,600

4,655,500 2,158,708
Average of three preceding years - 6,723,514 at 6s. 2d. 2,073,083
Decroase - - - 1,068,014 Increase- Bﬁ.ﬁa

If to this amount of duty we add 103,000, which was lost to
the revenue between the 1st and 17th of April, we shall have
188,625 as the real produce of the new duty of 1s 10d. from
twelve months’ consumption, T

Few persons, we ﬁprehend, will be dispored to regret the loss
of 300,000 to the Exchequer, if it be entirely attributable to
the diminished consumption of spirits by the people of Ireland.
That it is a0 there ean ba no doubt, for although the last returns
of the number of detections of illicit stills and malthouses are not
quite 80 ga.tiafn.ctm? a8 they were in the previous quarters, we
have no hesitation in saying that there has been much less
duction of smuggled apirits than would naturally be to
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be the consequence of & Eood harvest, and cerfainly not such aa
to diminish materially the receipts from the licensed distilleries.
The result of all our inguiries ui)on thia aubject during the year
tends to show that Ireland iz no longer in that hopeless condition,
with respect to this lawless pursuit, in which she seemed to be
some few yents ago ; but that, partly from the improved condi-
tion of the people, and partly, aé we most willingly admit, in
eonsequence of the exertions of the constabulary, she may now
safely be required to contribute the same duty on spirits as
Beotland and England.

In connexion with the diminished consumption of =pirits, we
think it may deserve notice that there has been a considerable
increase in the quantity of beer brewed in Ireland Slcausmg an
addition of 42,000. to the malt revenue), and that the Customs
returna show an increase of 6 per cent. in the quantity of tea
entered for home consumption, of 12 per cent. in coffes, and
about 6 per cent. in sugar and tobacco. On the whols, therefore,
we are inclined to regard the equalization of the Irish spirit
duties as a very suceesaful and beneficial aperation.

In Seotland there appears again this year a decrease in the
gosa receipt from spirits, and in England a tr:_ﬂm‘s incresse,

ut the figures by no means represent the amount of consump-
tion in these two parts of the kingdom; and your Lordships
will no doubk feel it desirsble to warn those who make use of
our returns for atatistical purposes, that they merely show the
money received in each counfry, snd by no means necessarily
the quantities nsed.

It may be well, since this subject has lately attracted some
attention, that we should furnish your Lordships with a full

lanation.

e will take the case of Scotland, as an exsmple, in order to
make our statement elearer, the cther paria of the kingdom
being precisely under the same conditions.

The gross receipt of spirit duties in Scotland is derived from
the following sourees, viz. : —

First, Spirits made in Scotland, and consumed in Scotland.

Seeondly. Spirits made in England or Ireland, and consumed

in Seotland.

Thirdly. Spirits made in Seotland, and consumed in England

or

parta on drawback.

There in of courss no diffienlty with to receipts from
spirits which come under the first of these heads; but the duty
paid in Seotland on spirits made in England or Ireland does not
necessarily represent all the spirits o introduced into Seotland ;
and, on the other hand, cousiderable quantities of spirits may be
gent from Scotland, for consumption in England or Ireland, the
duty on which is sometimes received in Scotland, and sometimes

in ths other parts of the kingdom,

The d
eal in

Iﬂwlme , and
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tively does mot
represent the
consumption
of I{h‘lﬁ in
each of those
couniries.
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Fourthly. Spirits made in Scotlsnd, and exported to foreign -
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- There are, in fact, three conditions under which spirits may
be transferred from one part of the United Kingdom to another :

First. Under bond, in which case the duty is paid at the
place where they are taken out for consumption.

Secondly. Under permit (granted by our officers) from distil-
lers’ and rectifiers’ stocks, in which case the duty is paid
befare removal from the country in which they are made.

Thirdly. Under certificale (furnished by the trader) from
dealers’ stooks, when agsin the duty is paid before
removal.

It must be unnecessary for us to point out the complications
which are thus introduced into our accounts when referred to for
statistical p es, and the careful analysis to which they ought
to be subjected in order to obtain a correct resuit. Hitherto,
indeed, since the equalization of the duties in Scotland and
England, we have not required returna from our local officers
for the purpose of showing the quantities of spirits transferred, -
under permits and eertifieates, from the one country to the other;

Ascounts but, we have now taken messures to effect this in future, and we
g::;fgph‘i:': have endeavoured, by a laborious examination of the books and
of each part of Fermits, &e. of the past year, to obtain the desired information
the kingdom  for that period. ‘The results are embodied in the following tables,
min“!:-m and are undoubtedly both curious and interesting.

Accountof AN Accourt showing the Consamption of Home-made Bpirits in

ﬁﬂ?ﬁ? England, Seotland, snd Ireland, respeetively, in the year ended
1858, 315t December 1858, -
England. England,

Galloms, Gallons.
Spirits distilled in England on which doty was
paid in England in the year ended 31st De-

cember 1858 - - - - - 6,284,872
Spirits imaarwd from Scotland—
nder bond - - - 2,832,403
Duty-paid - - - - - 1,425,053
4,267,456
s imported from Ireland—
Dnder bond - - - J,$31,297
uty-paid - - - - 985672
’ 2,066,969
12,689,297
Deduct—
Sent to Scotlsnd - - - 1,270
Sent. to Ireland - - - 2,328
Exported on drawback - - 419981
Methylated . " - 66,630

490,209

Number of ons retained for sonsamption in
England 8‘1]— - - P R = 12,145,088




