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FOREWORD

THE year 1759 witnessed the birth of an historic
phrase. Such births are even rarer than those of
great men. Countless millions of civilized human
beings talk and write from the rising of the sun
to the going down thereof, and it was said of old
that “‘of the making of many books there is no
end’; and yet the never-ending currents of thought
and expression, the innumerable pages of print,
thick as ‘‘the leaves of Vallambrosa,' rarely
yield a single expression that passes into history,
as voicing some great movement of a given period.

Even the present world upheaval, with the extra-
ordinary fermentation to which it has given rise,
has brought forth few phrases that will resound in
theears of men to the last syllable of recorded time,

The few that we can readily recall are more
famous for their folly than for their wisdom. But.
the words which, as Carlyle said of Luther’s “'were
in themselves battles' have rarely been uttered
during this crisis by any responsible statesman of

the world. This is as strange as it is true.
v



vi Foreword

There has been a tendency to decry phrases and
phrase-making and yet it has repeatedly happened
in history that a whole situation has been illumined
as in a flash with a phrase and that such phrases
have often been more potent in carrying a nation
to victory than an army corps.

The rallying ery of the French Revolution,
“Liberty, equality, and fraternity,” stimulated
France for generations and has much to do with
the democracy of the French army, which in hoc
stgno preserved its morale on the great retreat
from the frontier to the Marne. Jefforson's
potent words ot the beginning of the American
Republic and those of Tom Paine were great fac-
tors in the struggle for independence, while the
phrase of an American envoy, ‘‘Millions for de-
fense but not one cent for tribute,” epitomized
in a few words a great situation and will never be
forgotten.

Lincoln, that master of potent phrases, again
and again gave eloguent expression to the irre-
pressible conflict over slavery and to the passion
and sense of union which carried us through the
Civil War. “‘Government of the people, by the
people, and for the people,” will never be forgotten,
even as his philosophic summary of the whole
slavery problem, that “This government cannot en-
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dure permanently half slave and half free'’ defined in
a phrase the reason why the Civil War wasinevitable.

Lloyd George, in his many admirable speeches,
has shown a like geniusfor phrase-making and his
words have been of inestimable value in meeting
immediate crises in the present war.

The nobility and justice of France's position
was epitomized in a single phrase by Viviani, when
at theoutbreak of thewar, he said, **We have been
without reproach, we shall be without fear.” Time
has given that noble statement full proef.

President Wilson's phrase that America should
fight "‘to make the world safe for democracy”
had also potent force and reconciled more than
one discordant element in America to the inevi-
tability of its participation in the world quarrel.

The phrase, which the author has written on
the title-page of this book as its dominant note,
“Fcrases I'Infdme* is one that lingers in theminds
of men, irrespective of the occasions and reasons
that called it forth. It can be likened to the more
famous phrase of Cato, when he summed up the
whole destiny of Rome in the famous words:
Carthago delenda est.

Voltaire's famous phrase, with which for many
years he ended books, pamphlets, addresses, let-
ters, and even conversations, had far more thana



