FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE BOARD OF PARK
COMMISSIONERS OF THE
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, 1906



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649273973

Fourteenth Annual report of the Board of Park Commissioners of the city of Cambridge, 1906 by
Various

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



VARIOUS

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE BOARD OF PARK
COMMISSIONERS OF THE
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, 1906

ﬁTrieste






City of Cambridge

Massacbusetls

PARK DEPARTMENT

ANNUAL REPORTS

.. 190 . .

PRINTED FOR THE DEPARTMENT




FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT

CF THE

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

OF THE

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

To ths Honorable, the City Council of the City of Cambridge: —

GexrLeMey : — The Board of Park Commissioners has the honor te
submit herewith ita fourteenth annual report for the year ending Novem-
ber 31, 1906, and also the thirtesnth annnal report of the General Super-
intendent of Parks, as required by Section 4 of the Ordinance establishing
& Park Departiment.

Cambridge has taken a front rank among the smaller cities of the
country mm ite park development. Our City Governments have been
thoughtful of the needs of our people and have heen genercus in the an-
nual appropriations for park purposes. ’

Cambridge Field, located in a congested section of the City, has
long since proven its velue, and Rindge Field, which is receiving attention
each year in the matter of construction, will later be as valuable and as
attractive to those who will use it, as is Cambridge Field at the present
time, .

Cambridge neéds no forther park extensions other than a park de-
velopment of the Fresh FPond section, which should be made the Central
Park of our City. Iis large areas of land cgould be developed for publie
uses, without any disturbing influence upon the purity of the water'in
the basin. The cost of a proper development would be covered overa
large number of years. It has hills and fislds, woods and water, sufficient
in size to meet the pleasure requirements of the future growth in popu-
lation, that our City is destined to have. It seems unwise to longer con-
tinue the policy of, failing to take advantage of what pature has placed
within oar midat.

The serious problem which eonfronts us is the establishment of
proper playgrounds. Indeed outside of Fresh Pood, Cambridge Field,
Rindge Field and the East Cambridge Esplanade, thers is but little op-
portunity for further extension within our City limits. The opportunity
for a large playground, however, is to be found in the large section across
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the river lying between North Harvard Street and Western Avenus,
Brighton, This property is controlled by the Metropolitan Park Com-
mission and it is very convenient to, and easy of access for, the children
living in the district crossed by River Street, Western Avenueand Boylston
Strect. Steps should be taken to interest the Metropolitan Park Com-
mission to give earnest eonsideration to establishing there a Metropolitan
playground to be used by Cambridge and the adjoining section of Boston.

The use of achool hoose grounds during the summer wvaeation, for
small children has proven to he a very successful venture and should be
ancouraged to the fullest sxtent.

Boating npon the river is inereasing yearly and it is the purpose of
the Commissioners to lease boat house sitos, at a nominal rental and under
proper restrictious, to reputable boat clubs. A new lease has been made
with the Weld Boat Club, at Boylston Street Bridge, and a magnificent
boat bouse is now being constrocted by Dr. Charles G. Weld, as a gift fo
the Club in memory of the late George W. Weld.

RTVER ROAD.

It is tha river driveway from the new Cambridge Bridge to Boylston
#treet, that should receive the immediate attention of the ity (fovernment.

The dam at Craigie Diridge is nearing eompletion, when the basiu
will pass into control of the Matropolitan Park Commission, and will he
made the great Metropolitan Water Park of Metropolitan Boston. Along
the basin and the lower reaches of the Charles will ba the beautiful drive-
way intn Cambridge, and it is our duty, as Park Commissioners, to urge
its immediate eompletion, and your duty to see that it is done.

A contract bas been enmtered into to build a bridge over the Grand
Junction tracks negar Brookline Street. Sevoral sections of the roadway
are practically completed and it now peeds but the connecting links to
make 8 continuous driveway to Harvard Bquare. Ifs completion will
furnish a beautiful pleasure drive, will open up large areas of desirable
building sites, and bring to the City a large finanecial return in taxes

The Commissioners desire once mors to draw the attention of the
City Government to the fact, that, notwithstanding the river drive is
included in the park syatem, it is but an incident to it, being rather, a
utility proposition of vest importanecs to our City.

Its construction has been neglected too long and poor business
economy has been shown in delaying ita completion. The Commissioners
urge that a snfficient appropriation be made to allow opening the road way
to the public before the close of the year 1807,
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SHADE TREES.

The street trees have been badly neglected during the past three
years, There are many dead ones which should be removed, & large
amonnt of trimming should be done and replanting is necessary if the
streets ara to be kept shaded.

POLICE PROTECTION.

The Board takes this opportunity to draw your attention to the in-
adequate police protaction given to the parks, it makes no criticism of the
individual officer, it refers to the system.

When the Department employed its own police, order was maintained,
but since that time, park property has been constantly destroyed and the
parks more or less comtrolled by hoodlume. The Board asks that proper
and constant police protection be given to the parks, that they be kept
aftractive and be a place for rest and enjoyment for thoge who appreciate
them.

FINANCIAL 3TATEMENT.

PARK LOAN.
Amoant of wnnsed balance of 1905 npproprlaﬂonnrupp‘ropﬁated Degem-
ber 15, 1905 . T . B 85,956 T0
TLands snd Construction . . la,m 5t
Fast Cambridge Embankment . 2,588 00

Grading, Rindge Fleld . 159 18
— B5,956 TO

Amonnot appropriated Aprll 11, 1808, Shelter at Rindze

Flald . . 4,000 00
Amount appropristed j.ngun 1, 19136. 'thal' Pn'kwny.

Section C . . - 25,000 GO
Amonnt appropriated Septmhar 20 1903 7 3 % 2,000 00

$36,956 70

PARK MAINTENANCE.
Brown Tgil Moth Ertermingtion.
Amount appropriated Aprll 11, 1808 . i i #11,000 00
Amount eppropriated May 8, 1908 . N . 3,000 00
—_— #14,000 00
Shade Trees.
Amonnot appropriated Apreil 11, 1308 . . . 5,000 00
Amount appropriated June 28, 1808 . - . 1,600 0O
—— 6,600 00
Commaona, Squares and Public Grounds.
Amount appropriated Aprll 11, 1906 . + " &,000 00
Amount appropriated June 1, 1806 . . 1,000 00
Amonnt transferred from Sectlons A, D, Dy 'E
aod Rindge Fleld, October 17, 1808 . ¥ 260 00

,250 00
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Combridge Field and Shelter.

Amount appropriated April 11, 1906 . . ¥ §6,000 00
Amonnt transferred from Malotenance, Bhelter
at Rindge Field, November 23, 1906 . N 190 0O
' —_— $6,180 00
Sections A, B, D, F and Rindgs Fisld.
Amount appropristed April 11, 1906 . ¥ . 8,000 00
Amount appropriated June 28, 1908 . . . 2,000 00
5,000 00
Amount transferred to Commeons, Bouares and
Puoblic Grounds, Ogtober 1Y, 1806 . ¥ . 250 00
—_— 4,750 00
Sections & gnd H. :
Amount appropriated April 11, 1908 . : i i i i 2,500 00
Bath Hotsa.
Amount appropriated april 11, 1806 . " " N N . 2,200 00
General Account,
Amount appropriated Apell 11, 1906 . 4 % BEOO 00
Amount appropristed June 28, 1808 3 . . 1,500 00
—_— 2,100 00
Gymnamium at Rindpe Field.
Amnount appropristed April 11, 1906 i \ . . - 500 GO
Shelter at Rindge Field-
Amonnt appropristed September 30, 1306 . /00 00
Amotnt transferred to the Shelter, Glmbﬂﬂgs
Field, November 28, 1808 . & i H 180 10
110 00
&chool Houss Grounds.
Amount appropriated April 12, 1906 . . _ ., & 200 00

During the wear bille payable from Park Loans have been approved
by the Board and certified to the Auditor to the total amouni OI $14,721.78,
as follows: —

FARK LANDS AND CONSTRUCTION.

Parkway, Section A.
{onstroction acconnt % = - i = % $094 40
River Porkway, Section B.
Construetion sceonnt . i . 3 i W 188 5O
River Parkway, Section C.
Constroction agoount . ] = i i i 8,548 61
River Parkway, Section D,
Constroction gcconnt . y ¥ ” . 3 1,248 01
River Parkway, Section F.
Construction acconnt . . . ‘ . . TH 00

Amount carrizd forward i . . f . . §5,858 52
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Amount brought forwward . = E ¥ " : §6.858 £3
Nurpary.
Conetrectlon aceount . . . . . . b
Feneral Account
Copstruction account . . - = 228 00
Offtea Expenses.
Constroetion accoant i i ‘ X i 4 84 o
Eindge Fizld.
Construction scconnt . = i B ' . 8,152 B2
East Cambridge Fmbankment.
Constroetlon acconnt ‘ ' ; " ; 2,3h8 80
Ehelter gf Rindge Field.
Copstroction aceount . . " . . ' 3,548 05
Amonmt expended . E & o 814,721 78
Amoont nnéxpendad . i % . 2 " o1 oid 0

During the year bills payable from Park Maintenance have been
approved by the Board and certified to the Auditor, as follows: —

AmMOUDE Balanee
Eszpended. VUoxepended.

Brown Tafl Moth Extermination . . : ! . Bl8.994 63 85 37
Bhade Treea - : ;N : 6,459 55 45
Commons, Hqnares lnd Fnblie Grunnds . B v . 6,250 00 .-
Cambridge Field and Bhelier . 3 H . : 6,189 85 L
Bections 4, B, I, F and Eindge Field . i ' A 4,747 0B 238
Sectinng G and H A . . v 2,499 68 Bd
Bath {Honse v i + . . . - 2,259 30 10
(Fensral Acconnt 2 P . . " i 2,009 86 04
Gymnasinm at Rindre Field. 7 % . i 9 500 00 s
Shelter at Rindge Field ; 7 ¥ & . H 09 &g 24
School House Grounds 1 . . . . . . 189 83 or

A detailed classification of the expenditures will be found in the
report of the General Buperintendent.

Since the beginning of the work in 1893 there has been expended to
date, of money raised under Park and Esplanade Toans, the sum of
$1,500,209.51.

The division is as follows : —

River Parkway, Section A.
Consiruction aceount . . . . . «  §162,325 72

Land account . . . , . - . . .41 88
$171,742 B5

River Parkway, Section I3
Construction sceoant . . ¥ W : - 97,081 8T
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River Parkway, Section O,
Constroction Recount
Land sceount |

River Parkway, Section 1).
Conatraction aceount
Land secount .

Tiiner Parkway, Seetion B,
Constroction account
Land sceount .

River Parkway, Section F,
Conatructlon account
Land account . :

Biver Farkway, Section G.
Construction acconnt
Land account .

Jtiver Parfeway, Section H.
Constrogtion sceount

Cembridge Field.
Consiruction account
Tand account .

Honst Cambridge Embantment.

Constroction aceotint
Land acconnt .

General Acenunt,
Constroction account

Findge Fleld
Conatruction aceount
Land acconnt .

Office Expanses.
Constrection acconnt

Broadway Park.
Construction sccount

Nursery.
Constructlon account

Tmprovements at Rindge Field.

Copstraction acconnt
Hastings Sqware.
Copstruction account

Baths and Lockers.
Constroction account

“

QITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

*

820,690 61
81,701 08

§111,598 64
95,047 28

2935 T2
80,110 00

852,451 58
67491 63

$120,888 41
86,824 82

18,185 %0

$127.315 28
78,884 %5

$102,535 68
45,281 40

52,713 80

814,146 04
51461 85

15,015 29
11,688 2T
8,747 b4

7,788 98

2,683 0T

2,600 00

$112,391 69

#207,045 89

61,045 72

125,925 20

207,454 23

13,185 30

206,200 13

147.768 03

52,718 &0

45,607 B9

16,015 29

11,655 27

B,T4T 54

7,788 88

2,088 07

2,500 00



